Billy Elliot: Act 1
· [image: Image result for Billy Elliot musical the stars look down]Opening scene shows a black and white projection reporting on the miners strike at work 
· Opening number ‘The Stars Looks Down’ then shows characters at the working mens clubs – they then confirm ‘We’re on strike!’
· Northern accents heavy during the opening number ‘We stand as one!’ – shows unity and reinforces community spirit
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· Spiral staircase rises from the stage and forms the home of the Elliot family. There is a close relationship between Billy and Grandma 
· Underscore music is played as Mum enters telling Billy ‘You’d lose your head if it was loose’ – how is it communicated that Mum is dead?  Is it made clear? 

· Little boy as he is doing press ups at boxing ‘Jesus! Jesus!’ 
· Teacher: ‘Seen more life in Maggie Thatcher’s knickers!’ – Use of strong and northern language – reinforces society/culture – the 1980s.

· [image: Image result for Billy Elliot musical]‘Oi! Rocky – burger off!’ – opening line from Mrs. Wilkinson aimed at Billy
· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘Shine’ – Dance number – Billy dressed in boxing gear – as dance number progresses use of feather fans and change of girls white costumes to pink leotards and tutus. 
· Billy exploring contemporary dance movement – this is controlled and simple arm movements which he circles round his head as he considers his potential – one single spotlight on him
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· Grandma – shows signs of suffering with amnesia – Grandma’s song shows a flashback to the relationship between her and her husband.  Male dancers smoking and holding pint glasses – movement in slow motion / passing and swooping chairs – blue lighting to reflect it is a flashback.  Grandma exaggerates her movements as she gets carried away and recalls about ‘never being sober’ 

· Policeman routine – simple pedestrian movement performed in unison.  Slick synchronicity. 
· Susan: ‘Wayne Sleep, he’s not a poof!’ – policeman respond ‘Ha ha ha’ creating humour / emphasising joke 
· Choreography emphasises Dance class taking place.  Staging particularly effective during Solidarity.  Dance class taking place centre stage whilst disagreement between miners and police take place opposite sides of the stage.  
· Comedy from Susan Parks who is trying to learn how to spot and is spinning all over the place
· Mrs. Wilkinson: ‘Susan Parks you look like a spastic starfish!’  - exaggerated/comical movement
· Billy does chaine turns from USL – DSR as the music builds – the girls are stunned by Billy’s ability 
· Boxing teacher – Jackie have conversation about Billy not attending boxing – nice contrast here as the girls sit and dance on their knees and circle round them whilst this takes place
· Song shows how Billy is progressing in ballet 
· Billy positioned centre stage as he demonstrates his ability
· Transitions between the characters and changes in scene is particularly strong and slick 
· Dancers in line along the front.  Police and Mrs. Wilkinson dancing on the chairs – movements alternate between each other and the number reaches a climax as Billy successfully pirouettes.  Finishes centre stage.
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· Number comes to a head as Jackie enters and is furious to see Billy dancing.  
· ‘You listen to me!  Don’t you dare tell me what to do!’ – Jackie is furious and communicates his anger
· Billy ‘I hate you… you’re a bastard’ – silence as tension then he realises what he has said 
· Truck pulled onto stage (from the stage wall) – to reveal toilet cubicle 
· Mrs. Wilkinson ‘Billy I’ve been thinking about the Royal Ballet school’ 
· Billy ‘Aren’t you a bit old miss?’  
[image: Related image]
· Friendship between Billy and Michael – in Michael’s bedroom wearing a girls dress.  Billy confides in Michael about doing ballet.  ‘It’s f***ing weird if you ask me!’ – comical line particularly as Michael is dressed in dress. 
· ‘Express Yourself’ - Michael is very flamboyant and over the top – Miaow move.  Boys skip around the space / shimmy and link arms – number progresses into tap routine – time signatures, wings etc
· [image: Image result for billy elliot musical express yourself]Progresses to Broadway number – stage head lights and shimmer curtain.   Ensemble enter in giant dress and coat hangers outfits – ‘What we need is individuality!’ – stressing it is ok to be different.
· Michael has his own encore in which he exaggerates jazz based movement and encourages the audience to cheer as he makes his final pose and the lights black out



· Tension between Jackie and Tony.  Jackie doesn’t want him joining in with the trouble on the picket line.  Tony says he is going anyway.  Tony tries to encourage Jackie to hit him.  He doesn’t but is then provoked.  Stage is very dark, errie and cold – complete contrast to the razzmatazz that was in the previous number.

· Billy shares letter with Mrs. Wilkinson and explains what it means to him.  Voiceover of Mother from off stage.  She enters as he recalls how he is feeling.  
· ‘Born to boogie’ – shows a range of dance moves as they prepare him for applying to the Royal ballet.  Mr. Braithwaite (the overweight dance teacher joins in and does the splits – he is a good mover and we as the audience were not expecting this) 
· Chasse turns / plies – circling of the chair 
· Mr. Braithwaite performs a number of athletic moves – facial expressions are exaggerated throughout 
[image: Image result for billy elliot musical debbie and billy]
· Toilet scene between Debbie and Billy.  ‘Do you not fancy us?’ ‘If you want I’ll show you my fanny?’ 
· Heartfelt scene between Mrs. Wilkinson and Billy as she hugs him and wishes him well



· Mrs. Wilkinson (sensing a tense atmosphere) ‘Hello’ – arrives at the house as Billy is late for his audition.  Billy and Jackie have no idea about his audition.  Stunned silence.  Tony is furious ‘Shut it you! I’m not having any brother of mine…’  Scene extremely tense.   Tony invades Mrs Wilkinson’s personal space.
· Tony grabs Billy and pushes him up onto the kitchen table to make him dance.   Billy refuses to dance.   Tony goes up to Mrs. Wilkinson and stresses ‘I’ll smack you one.  You middle class cow!’ if you go near Billy again.
· Billy ‘Me mam would of let us!’ – Jackie: Well your mum’s dead!’

[image: Image result for billy elliot musical police]
· Anger Dance – use of tapping dance and groans to show his frustration.  Acrobatic rolls and hands to his head stressing his anger.  Movement across the floor.  Disappears through trap door as we then see riot scene taking place between police and miners.   Use of red and strobe lighting to signify anger and frustration.   Policemen at back are dressed in full riot equipment with shields slowly moving towards front of stage – Billy jumps onto one and dives back showing a sense of feeling trapped and isolated.   
· [image: Related image]Music is quite techno – the first we have heard at this time and continues to build in tension.   Police using their weapons to hit the shields as they travel towards front of the stage.  The tension continues to builds.   The song comes to a climax as Billy continues to pirouette and then falls to the floor.  
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SOLIDARITY: The company of Billy Elliot the Musical
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