[image: ]
KS3 Curriculum Overview – XXX


	Year
	Overview
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Formal Assessment
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Formal Assessment
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Formal Assessment
	Further Reading

	7
	Year 7: By the end of the year… students will be able to identify human and physical features, locate and name oceans and continents, locate places using latitude and longitude co-ordinates, ask geographical questions, conduct geographical enquiries, make geographical decisions and use geographical data. Students should be able to use OS maps; to interpret grid references, height and direction. To explore the geography of the UK and the importance of natural resources. To have an understanding of weather and climate and explore the geography of Africa. To have an opportunity to experience local fieldwork.

	Aim
Be able to give the location of oceans and continents.
Be able to use geographical skills including OS maps.

Map Skills
Core knowledge:
 1. Identify Continents / Oceans / UK vs GB+NI
2. Identify physical/ Human/ Environmental geography 
3. Latitude and Longitude

Depth knowledge:
1. Map symbols 
2. OS maps 
3. Contours
4. Scale
Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

Core Skills
1. Grid references (4 and 6 figures
2. Compass directions (8 point)

	Aim
Explore the human and physical Geography of the UK. 
  
The UK
Core knowledge:
1.	To understand what ‘Urbanisation’ is and how this links to migration
2. Consider why people migrate to different settlements exploring push and pull factors 
3. To know the key economic activities focusing on primary, secondary and tertiary industries and how these differ

Depth Knowledge:
1.Settlements and hierarchy, e.g. City, town, village and hamlet
2.Settlement distribution (patterns) e.g. ’clustered’ and ‘linear’ settlements
3.Reasons for growth of settlements e.g. site features e.g. close to water supply, fertile soils etc. 
4.Enquiry into economic activity/(ies) in local area and how these have changed

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1. Completion and analysis of a line graph. Analysis to include main trend, example and an anomaly (T.E.A approach)
2. Analysis of a photograph – to be able to make inferences from a photo and to apply knowledge of concept e.g.  push and pull factors or economic activities.
	
	Aim
Be able to understand the importance of natural resources. 

Is Earth running out of natural resources?
Core Knowledge:
1.	To understand the key characteristics of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rock types, and how they form
2. To be able to explain the difference between a non-renewable and renewable resource
3. To evaluate and analyse the advantages and disadvantages of both non-renewable and renewable resources

Depth knowledge:
1. Earth’s spheres – their characteristics and how they interlink
2. What is weathering and how are different rock types affected by it
3. Local Context – explore the usefulness and importance of rocks to the local area
4. Why are TRFs being deforested for their raw materials?

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1.  Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of non-renewable and renewable resources
2. Explain the formation of either sedimentary, igneous or metamorphic rock types
Natural resources, raw materials, renewable resources, non-renewable resources, fossil fuels, coal, oil, natural-gas, atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere, biosphere, rocks, sedimentary, igneous, metamorphic, weathering, durability, resistance, soils, clay, sandy, loam, hydrology, water cycle, power stations, electricity sustainability, wind, solar, tidal, biomass, nuclear, advantages, disadvantages.
	Aim:
Be able to understand weather and climate patterns in the UK.

Weather and Climate
Core Knowledge:

1. UK weather and climate patterns (summer / winter temperatures, rainfall map).
2. Factors affecting weather (at least 3) (e.g. latitude, altitude, distance from sea, aspect, etc.)
3. Extreme weather in UK.

Depth Knowledge

1. Difference between ‘weather’ and ‘climate’.
2. How weather is measured and ways to record / present this data.
3. How clouds / rain form (water cycle).
4. Types of rainfall: relief, convectional and frontal.
5. Climate zones around the globe.
6. How UK’s air masses influencing our weather.

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

1. Interpretation and presentation of climate graphs.
2. Interpretation of choropleth maps.


	
	Aim
Explore the human and physical Geography of Africa.  

Spotlight on Africa

Core knowledge: 

1. Location, scale and diversity of Africa.
2. Distribution of biomes of Africa (rainforests and deserts)
3. Urbanisation
4. Inequality
5. Desertification


Depth Knowledge
1. Exploitation of resources
2. Fair trade
3. Common misconceptions of Africa
4. Conflict /Geopolitics and development
5. Education
6. Migration and society
7. Global perspectives

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1. Interpretation and presentation of data.
2. Map reading skills
3. Evaluation skills
4. Assessing skills
	Aim:
Be able to conduct small scale fieldwork.
Climate Fieldwork

Core knowledge:
1. Methods used to measure the weather
2. Collecting weather data around school site
3. Microclimate investigation write up

Depth Knowledge
1. Comparing school microclimate to others (schools or locations)
2. GIS 

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1. Presentation of data collected in different ways e.g. bar graphs, pie charts etc.
2. Evaluation of investigations

	
	Orienteering
Using maps in the real world
Trips to real world locations where maps are used.
Speaker on the use of GIS.	Reading material: The Boy Who Fooled the World – Lisa Thompson
Fieldwork: Local area to explore settlement and or economic activity e.g. Gladstone Pottery Museum	Reading material: 
Rocks: Hard, Soft, Smooth and Rough – Mandy Ross
Books for optional topic content: Once Upon a Raindrop: The Story of Water – James Carter and
Horrible Geography – Bloomin’ Rainforests – Anita Ganeri

Fieldwork: Local area to explore rock types	Homework / extension projects: create your own weather forecast / record and present weather data collected from home.	Cadbury’s World – Fair Trade/Globalisation	On-site fieldtrip
Subject links: Science, Maths,

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Year 8: By the end of the year… students will be able to further develop skills and knowledge acquired from year 7. By the end of year 8 students will be able to consider the issues surrounding climate change and how polar regions are impacted. To understand key features of the coast and identify patterns of population distribution. To explore the geography of Asia.  To have an opportunity to experience local fieldwork.

	Aim:
Consider the causes and consequences of climate change at different scales


Climate Change
Core Knowledge:
1. Two human causes of climate change
2. One natural cause of climate change
3. The local, national and global consequences of climate change

Depth Knowledge:

1. What the greenhouse effect is
2. Investigate how climate change can be managed

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

1.Labelling maps or diagrams
2.Completion and interpretation of a scatter graph

	Aim:
Be able to understand how ice shapes our landscapes.
Explore the impacts of climate change on polar regions.

Glaciation and Polar Regions
Core Knowledge
1.Glacial landforms (x 3), e.g. corrie, arete and pyramidal peak.
2. Case study on impacts (social, economic, environmental) of melting polar ice (e.g Russia / Arctic/ Antarctic) (linked to climate change).
3. Some links made to Russia

Depth knowledge:

1. What is a ‘polar region’, key characteristics.
2. Latitude and longitude.
3. Where are glaciers found (map).
4. How is a glacier is formed?
5. Glacial processes, e.g. plucking, abrasion and freeze-thaw.

Core skills:

1. Identifying glacial landforms from an image.
2. Extended writing / decision making linked to case study.

1.Map skills, identifying key lines of longitude and latitude.
2.Map skills – identifying glacial areas on a map.
3.Annotating and sequencing glacial processes.
4.Annotating and sequencing glacial landforms.
	
	Aim:
Be able to understand how coastal landscapes are formed.  

Coasts

Core knowledge
1. Coastal processes – erosion, transportation and deposition
2. Coastal landforms – Headland/bay, cave/arch/stack/stump

Depth knowledge:
1. Weathering and mass movement
2. Depositional landforms e.g. beach, spit
3. Coastal erosion
4. Management of the coast
5. Island formation and importance
6. Coasts and climate change
7. Case study of a coastal area


Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1. Annotating and sequencing coastal landforms
2. Identifying coastal landforms on OS maps - using OS map skills including gird references, contours, symbols, direction, scale.
	Aim:
Consider the issues surrounding the world’s growing population.


Global Population
Core knowledge:
1. Causes of global population increase.
2. Analysis of population pyramids, using them to explain how a population will change in the future.
3. Describe how a named country has used a population policy and evaluate the impacts that it had.

Depth Knowledge:
1. Impacts of overpopulation.
2. population distribution.
3. Migration - push/pull factors, types of migration and migrants, impacts.
4. Ageing populations.
5. UK population.

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:
1. Interpret population pyramids.
2. Answer a ‘to what extent’ question.

	
	Aim:
To explore the human and physical Geography of Asia.

Spotlight on Asia
Core knowledge

1. Social, Economic and Environmental Impacts of rapid urbanisation on a named megacity.
2. Causes and consequences of flooding.

Depth knowledge:

1. Case study of a flood event on a named river.
2. Energy use.
3. Monsoon climate
4. Palm oil.
5. Tectonic hazards.
6. Other content at centre discretion.

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

1. Proportional circles map showing megacity distribution and population.
2. Interpreting GIS
	Aim:
Be able to conduct small scale fieldwork.
Urban Fieldwork

Core knowledge:

One fieldwork technique that can be used in an investigation linked to the human Geography of the local area e.g. traffic or pedestrian count, land use, environmental quality survey, questionnaires.

Depth knowledge:

More than one fieldwork technique that can be used to investigate the human geography of the local area


Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

1. Using a number of mathematical skills – mean, median, mode and range.
2. Be able to complete, draw and interpret compound bar graphs.

	
	Wider reading: varitey of up-to-date news articles
Virtual fieldwork to Russia and glacial landscapes	
Virtual fieldtrip using Google earth, DME activity on coastal management, 
Reading: Horrible Geography: Cracking Coasts - Anita Ganeri, 
Subject links: science, PSHE, Impacts of migration on local area. Visit to town centre to map impacts.	Flipped learning tasks, Global megacity case study, virtual field trips using Google earth	Field tip in the local area
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	Year 9: By the end of the year… Continued and further development of skills and knowledge from year 8. By the end of year 9 students will be able to explore the geography of The Middle East. To consider the issues surrounding globalisation and sustainability. To have an understanding of our violent planet, including the role of earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical storms.  

	Aim:
Explore conflict within the Middle East and the impacts this has.
Investigate opportunities and challenges of tourism in the Middle East.

Spotlight on The Middle East

Core Knowledge:

The reasons for and impacts of a named conflict

Opportunities and challenges for tourism – a named example

Additional knowledge:

Location knowledge and physical characteristics of The Middle East 

Examples of conflict – Syrian conflict, border conflict, Yemen, resource conflict. 

Tourism examples – F1, sports, Dubai

Resources in The Middle East
Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

Core skills:
Use of a figure – source based skill, geographical understanding and interpretation of the figure linked to key content. 


	Aim:
Explore the role of globalisation in today’s world and the part played by TNCs. 
Consider the role of development. 
Globalisation

Core Knowledge:

TNC – impacts, reasons for location. Positive and negative impacts for range of countries.

TNC case study e.g Nike. Detailed information about causes and impacts. Scope for work looking into potential impacts and how these will be managed going forward. 


Additional knowledge:

Infrastructure
Technology
Sweatshops
Journey of clothes – mapping activity
Trading trainers – interactive sweatshop activity 

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

Photo analysis - source based skill, geographical understanding of the source linked to key content 

Newspaper clip comprehension - literacy, ability to read and understand a written source and apply geographical knowledge to this

	
	Aim:
Investigate different methods used to create a sustainable future at a local, national and global level.  
Sustainability

Core knowledge:

Sustainability model

2 examples from Local/National/Global - sustainability techniques
e.g. Bedzed, Olympics, sustainable cities e.g. Dubai, plastic, cloud forest for ecotourism, recycling in China, fracking, Eden Project.


Additional knowledge:

Forward thinking – sustainability goals

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic:

Evaluation written work - command word for GCSE, giving two sides to an issue, links to geographical understanding – positive, negative, student opinion

Problem solving - GCSE preparation for Paper 3. Interpreting range of sources linking back to content of the unit. Literacy skills to communicate their decision 

	Aim:
Be able to recognise features of volcanoes and make comparisons between them.  
Understand the effects and responses to volcanic hazards and understand why people still live there.
Our Violent Planet 
(Volcanoes)

Core Knowledge:

What is a hazard? 
What factors affect hazards? 
Theory of plate tectonics - Structure of the earth, convection currents/Continental drift
Plate boundaries 
Structure of volcanoes and the different types.
Distribution of volcanoes.
Impacts of volcanic hazard and responses.  
Why do people live in hazardous environments?

Additional knowledge:
Case studies of two tectonic hazards events at different levels of development.  (Centre decision if earthquakes or volcanic eruptions)


Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic: 

Write descriptively 
Use and interpret Atlas maps
Develop distribution skills 
Develop evaluative and analytical skills
Interpret visual resources
Complete cross-sectional diagrams
Comparison of two contrasting case studies
Make future predictions based on evidence

	
	Aim:
Be able to understand the structure of the Earth and the role this plays in earthquakes.  
Understand the effects and responses of earthquake events in different locations at varying levels of development. 
Our Violent Planet 
(Earthquakes) 

Core Knowledge: 

Distribution of Earthquakes
Impacts of earthquakes at different levels of development
Responses to earthquake hazards

Case studies of two tectonic hazards events at different levels of development.  (Centre decision if earthquakes or volcanic eruptions)

Additional knowledge: 
Management of tectonic hazards

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic: 

Write descriptively
Use and interpret Atlas maps
Develop distribution skills
Develop evaluative and analytical skills
Interpret visual resources 
Complete cross-sectional diagrams
Comparison of two contrasting case studies

	Aim:
Understand the conditions required for tropical storms and their distribution. 
Understand the effects and responses to tropical storms.  
 Our Violent Planet 
(Tropical Storms)

Core knowledge: 

Global Atmospheric Circulation
Global distribution of tropical storms and factors affecting development.  

Additional Knowledge:
Case study of a tropical storm – primary and secondary impacts, prediction and management.  

Core skills to be taught and applied in this topic: 

Sequencing of processes
Interpret and analyse distribution graphs and maps
Analyse aerial and satellite images
Link cause, effect and response
Evaluate different strategies
	
	Virtual fieldtrip using Google Earth	YouTube clip – Jim Keedy - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5uYCWVfuPQ 
Trading trainers game - https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/trading-trainers-gamehttps://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/trading-trainers-game 
PSHE – issue of sweatshops, newspaper articles 
	YouTube clips
Bedzed - https://www.bioregional.com/projects-and-services/case-studies/bedzed-the-uks-first-large-scale-eco-village 

London Olympics - https://geographycasestudy.com/case-study-london-olympics-2012/ 
Possible trip to Olympic Park 	Research into specific volcanic events	Research into specific earthquake events	Research into specific storm events
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