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KS3 Curriculum Overview – History


	Year
	Overview
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Formal Assessment
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Formal Assessment
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Formal Assessment
	Further Reading

	7
	By the end of the Year 7 students will have knowledge which extends their chronological understanding before 1066 and a sense of the Medieval period and Tudor England, including a sense of how Britain influenced and was influenced by the wider world and the developments in church, state and society. This will include understanding of the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students should be able to make inferences from historical sources, identify the arguments made in interpretations of the past and construct their own narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  
 

	Pre-1066 and Norman Conquest 

Succession Crisis of 1066 

Viking Invasion 

Norman Conquest 
Cause and consequence
Pre-1066 study (chosen by school) (option for a local study)
Who wanted to be King in 1066?
What happened when the Vikings invaded in 1066?
(Fulford and Stamford Bridge)
Who won the Battle of Hastings and why?
(tactics/key events; why William won)

Cause and consequence 

Process – chronology 

(National and European History)
	 Norman Conquest 

Norman England 
Consolidation of William’s power
Impact of the Conquest on Britain e.g. through the Feudal System, castles, etc.


Cause and consequence 

Process – chronology 

(National and European History)

	
	Medieval Britain 1066-1509 

Medieval kingship 

Challenges to the power of the King 
How the power of the Crown was challenged
(either Beckett, King John or Peasants’ Revolt)

Change and continuity 

Process – source 

(National History)  

	Medieval Life 

Black Death 
Black Death case study
(ideas about causes – natural and superstitious; symptoms; cures and treatments)

Change and continuity 

Process – source 

(National History)  

	
	Tudor England 

Tudor Monarchs 
How Martin Luther started the Protestant movement
Tudors Monarchs
(Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth)

Significance 

Process – interpretation 

(National and European History)
	English Reformation 

Counter-Reformation 
English Reformation
(Creation of Church of England)
Counter-reformation
(Catholicism in the reign of Mary)

Significance 

Process – interpretation 

(National and European History)

	
	
Ian Mortimer, Time Travelers Guide to Medieval England 
 
Battle Tactics in 1066 (Hindsight article from September 2019) 
 
The Causes of the English Reformation (Hindsight article) 
 
Elizabeth Barton (Hindsight article from January 2020) 
 
Joana Courtney, The Chosen Queen  
 
Tony Bradman, Anglo-Saxon Boy 
 
Lucy Worsley, Eliza Rose 
 
Thomas Penn, Winter King 
 
Castor Harriet – VIII 
 
Hearn, Julie – Dance of the dark heart 
 
Rees, Celia – Fool’s girl 
 
Breslin, Teresa – Spy for the Queen of scots 
 
Prentice, Andrew – Black arts 
 
Hoffman, Mary – Stravaganza: city of masks 
 
Laird, Elizabeth - Crusade 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	By the end of the Year 8 students will have a sense of the Medieval and Early Modern periods, including the development of church, state and society in these period, and the Industrial period, including developments in ideas, political power, industry and empire. Students will also have a sense of how Britain influenced and was influenced by the wider world and the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students should be able to analyse the usefulness of historical sources, explain why interpretations of the past may differ and construct explanations and narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  

	Stuart Kings
Gun Power Plot
Gunpowder Plot
(who the plotters were, what they wanted to achieve, why and what happened)

Cause and consequence
Process – chronology

	The English civil war
(causes, development and consequences of chosen revolution)

Cause and consequence
Process – chronology

	
	Industrial Britain
(overview of/introduction to)
The British Empire
(growth of the British Empire, causes, benefits, purpose, evaluation of significance)

	The Slave Trade
(how it started, the triangular slave trade including the African slave trade and middle passage), plantations, slave auctions, the abolition of slavery including the role of key individuals (Wilberforce, Clarke and Equiano))
Growth of British Empire -

	
	Industrial Britain
(extent to which Britain changed, key events/people, focus on either law and order (Whitechapel case study: Jack the Ripper, development of modern policing, migration or anti-semitism) or public health (Cholera case study: John Snow and epidemiology, Bazelgette and sewers or Chadwick and Public Health Acts)

	Revolution of Thought
(Women’s rights, American Civil Rights movement, British immigration and race relations, LGBT)

	
	David Olusoga, Black and British (children’s version also available) 
 
Friedrich Engels, Condition of the Working Class in England 
 
E.P. Thompson, Making of the English Working Class 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse – Forge 
 
Berlie Doherty, Street Child 
 
Carroll, Emma – Frost Hollow Hall 
 
Catherine Johnson, Freedom
The Five Hallie Rubenhold

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	By the end of the Year 9 students will have a sense of the Medieval, Early modern, Industrial and Modern periods, including the challenges which faced Modern Britain, Europe and the wider world. Students will also understand the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students should be able to analyse the usefulness of historical sources’ content and provenance, make a judgement about interpretations of the past and construct their own analytical and narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  
	First World War
(causes, key events, changing nature of conflict and technology in war)
Inter-war Years
(Treaty of Versailles, Wall Street Crash and Great Depression, rise of dictators (Hitler or Stalin)

	Causes of Second World War
(including Hitler’s foreign policy and the policy appeasement (Sudeten Crisis, Munich Agreement, Remilitarisation of Rhineland, invasion of Czechoslovakia and Poland)
	
	Second World War
(key turning points in Second World War (e.g. Blitzkreig, Dunkirk, Invasion of USSR, D-Day, Atomic Bomb);
	impact of the Second World War (opportunity for links to Post-colonialism; opportunity to discuss rise of international law)

	
	The Holocaust
Thematic breadth study of civil rights in Britain and America

	Thematic breadth study of civil rights in Britain and America

	
	· Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory
· Margaret Macmillian, Peacemakers
· James Riordan, When the Guns Fell Silent
· Ann Frank, The dairy of a Young Girl
· Medicine in the First World War (Hindsight article, January 2020)
· Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain
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