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KS3 Curriculum Overview – Drama


	Year
	Overview
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Formal Assessment
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Formal Assessment
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Further Reading / Extra-curricular opportunities 

	7
	In Year 7 students are introduced to the key skills explored in Drama.  By the end of Year 7 pupils will…

· Know and apply the core skills and techniques of Drama
· Have been introduced to at least one style of theatre
· Understand the basic skills of devising original drama
· Understand how to interpret a script 
· Understand how a theatre functions and operates
· Will analyse a performance

	Students are learning to apply the core skills and techniques of Drama: “The 6 Cs”. 
 
Students will: 
Learn how to work as a team successfully and collaborate towards a shared goal whist learning how to use core Drama skills and techniques


	Students will continue to explore the core skills of Drama by focussing on Fairy Tales.

They will continue to understand the basic skills of devising original drama, how to place drama in its Historical context as well as how to recognise and appreciate key features of a style and apply that to own drama.



	
	Students will be focussing on the play ‘Matilda’. They will Explore extracts from this play and understand how to interpret a script through stage directions and design possibilities. 

They will learn how to use knowledge of playwright to understand the context of a play and interpretation.  








	Students will be introduced to the style of Greek Theatre and develop understanding of the history and key techniques still relevant to today.

They will continue to explore performance and devising skills and improve their confidence and creativity.


	
	Students will be exploring the film The Hunger Games and develop an appreciation of how acting skills are applied within film.  

Students will also develop their skills and understanding of stage combat and how to apply this.  


	Students will be focussing on Production Elements in Drama by exploring the National Theatre’s  Peter Pan.

They will explore appreciation of live theatre work and how actors perform their roles and how production elements are used to enhance and support performance. 


	
· KS3 Drama Club
· Whole School Production
· CET Shakespeare Festival
· Theatre Technical Crew

	8
	In Year 8 students are building on the key skills explored and will:

· Have expanded their knowledge of skills and techniques 
· Introduced to at least one theatre practitioner
· Explored building blocks for devising 
· Analysis of script 
· Developed specific theatre terminology 
· Evaluate a piece of live theatre 

	Students will learn the skills and techniques of performance devising and begin to combine these together to create a piece of Drama based on the theme of Crime. 











	Students will be introduced to pantomime and its historical context.  They will explore these elements through practical exploration.
   
Students will develop their vocal and physical performance skills specific to pantomime.




	
	Students will explore extracts from Too Much Punch For Judy and develop skills in analysing and interpreting character.  They will also explore consequences of the key themes of the play. 

Students will continue to explore and improve their vocal and physical performance skills and theatre techniques (levels/proxemics/transitions/status) 
	Simon’s Story

Students will engage with a stimulus to explore and create Drama material from.  They will develop deeper thinking when considering how a range of drama strategies can be used to create performance for an audience. 







	
	Students will be developing their understanding of historical context using the Titanic as their given stimulus. 

Students will develop Image Theatre and how to develop characters whilst bearing in mind the time period of the piece. 








	Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time

Students will explore extracts from the National Theatre’s production of Curious Incident.  They will also explore the practitioner Frantic Assembly, developing appreciation and understanding of how they stage ideas for performance.  





	
· KS3 Drama Club
· Whole School Production
· CET Shakespeare Festival
· Theatre Technical Crew 

	







9
	
In Year 9 students will be embedding the key skills explored and by the end of Year 9 will…

· Have a secure understanding of skills and techniques
· Analyse and perform two contrasting styles of theatre
· Understand the essentials of devising theatre
· Understand and experience performing key extracts successfully
· Confidently apply specific production elements in performance
· Analyse and evaluate a piece of live theat

	Students will explore the stimulus of ‘The Missing Case of Jane Robinson’ and explore how to understand the structure of storytelling, how to think more deeply when abstracting ideas from stimulus. 
How to show Maturity and refinement in choices of performance material and how to understand and analyse audience impact. 

	Students will explore the play text ‘Noughts and Crosses’ exploring the themes, characters and style of the piece.   
They are learning to use a growing range of skills and techniques with maturity and how to bring skills and techniques together to create a detailed character/performance.

	
	Students are continuing to develop, explore and engage with Noughts and Crosses. 
This term will be focusing on Act 2 of the play and will focus on: 
 
Interpreting a script 
Plot development 
Character development 
Structure of a performance – twists and cliff hangers 

Applying design elements to a performance – exploration of lighting, sound, costume, set design  

	Students will be exploring the topic ‘War and Conflict’ are developing understanding of how to build upon their devising skills in response to a given stimulus, exploring interpretation of ideas and completing research to real life scenarios.  They will also develop their understanding of historical context and how this is used to support performance ideas.
 
	
	Exploring Practitioners

Students will gain an insight into the practitioners Stanislavski, Brecht and Artaud and begin to explore how their techniques are used as foundations for performance.   They will begin to develop deeper thinking and apply these techniques to their own work.
	Students will engage with digital live theatre and watch Everybody’s Talking About Jamie appreciating both performance and production elements and how these have been embedded.  

They will also explore the themes, characters and relevance to today.  Students will develop an appreciation of how these contribute to the total dramaticness of the piece. 
	· KS3 Drama Club
· Whole School Production
· CET Shakespeare Festival
· Theatre Technical Crew
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