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KS3 Curriculum Overview – Music


	Year
	Overview
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Formal Assessment
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Formal Assessment
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Formal Assessment

	7
	Year 7 students will experience a range of different musical styles and genres through performance, composition and appraising tasks.
They will use their voice, keyboards, ukuleles and percussion instruments to perform and create music.


	Students are learning and improving their singing skills by looking at different styles of Song: 
Use of rhythm language 
Posture 
Intonation 
Warming up skills 
  
Students are also learning the key elements of music: 
Pitch – high and low 
Tempo 
Rhythm 
Dynamics – loud and quiet 
Texture – thick and thin 
Timbre 
Structure 

	Students are focussing on Keyboard skills. They will learn to play simple melodies using their right hand, and some will be able to perform a piece using both hands.

They will continue to use the elements of music to help them improve their understanding of the pieces they are performing.
	
	Students will be learning how to play the ukulele and will perform a variety of popular songs.
Students will experience of solo and ensemble performance within the classroom setting and a variety of examples of music. 

They will focus on:
Instrumental technique
Reading Tab Music
Ensemble Skills

They will continue to use their knowledge of the elements of music to help them improve their understanding of the pieces they are performing.
	Students will be revising their Rhythm knowledge. 
  
Students will be performing and creating music based on rhythm, using percussion instruments. 
  
Students are learning improvisational skills: 
Creativity 
Confidence 
  
	
	Students will be learning about Instruments, specifically those used in an orchestra. 
They will create their own piece of music based on character themes
 
Students are given an introduction to instrumental and compositional skills, such as: 
Posture 
Instrumental techniques 
Dynamic control 
Exploration of timbre 
Tempo 
 
Students are given an introduction to simple notation. 

	Students will use all of their knowledge they have learnt throughout the year to create a final performance.
They will focus on:
Instrumental technique
Ensemble Skills
Solo performance skills

	

	
	
	Performance: small group vocal performance
	Performance: short piece on keyboard
	
	Performance: small group ukulele performance
	Composition: create a piece of rhythmic music
	
	Composition: Create character themes
	Performance: solo or duet 
	

	8
	Year 8 students are building on their musical knowledge by continuing to explore different styles and genres of music.
They will be focussing on The Blues, World Music and Film Music.
They will perform and compose their own music within these genres.
	Students are improving their instrumental and singing skills by focussing on The Blues. They will explore the genre and learn about the history and key features.
 
Students are also learning to develop improvisational skills through composition and performance tasks: 
Creativity 
Confidence 
Fluency 
Structure 
 
	
	Students will be focussing on World Music, they will be experiencing music from around the World through appraising, performing, and composing tasks. 
We will focus on: 
West African Drumming, 
Traditional Indian Raga,
Traditional Chinese folk music 
and Reggae.

Students will continue to use the elements of music to help understand and to be able to play these different styles of music. 
	
	Students will explore the world of Film Music, they will appraise and analyse different types of Film Music through listening tasks.

Students will create and perform their own piece of music to accompany a Film trailer. They will focus on:
Instrumental techniques 
Dynamic control 
Exploration of timbre 
Tempo 
 
Students are developing their skills in simple notation: 
Apply a form of notation as appropriate

	

	
	
	Composition: creating a Blues piece.
	
	Composition and Performance: performing and improvising a short piece based on one of the styles of music.
	
	Composition: Create a piece of music to accompany a film trailer.
	

	9
	In year 9 students will continue to embed and develop their musical skills in performance, composition and appraising music.
They will do this by studying different styles of music: Popular Music and Video Game Music.
They will also continue to improve their instrumental skills on the keyboard and ukulele.
	Students are focussing on Popular Music, they are exploring this genre of music by performing a variety of songs. They will learn to play these songs on the ukulele and keyboard.
Students will also look at the history and key features of Popular Music.

Skills students will focus on are:
Unison and part singing 
Intonation 
Breath control 
Posture 
Dynamic control 
Aural perception 
Exploration of timbre 
Warming up 






	
	Students are improving their composition skills by focussing on Video Game Music.
They will study this genre by completing listening tasks and performing famous examples of Video game Music. 
Students will then create their own character themes and Ground theme to fit a brief by using the following skills:
Use of appropriate language 
Secure improvisational skills 
Creativity 
Confidence 
Fluency 
Structure 
Increased range of notes 
Dynamic control 
Aural perception 
Exploration of timbre 

	
	Students will use all of the knowledge and skills they have developed throughout KS3 to plan, rehearse and perform a piece of music to the class.
They will use the musical elements to help them create an excellent performance:
Pitch (melody) 
Tempo 
Rhythm 
Dynamics – diminuendo, crescendo 
Texture (tonality/harmony) - phonics 
Timbre 
Structure –
Including appropriate record keeping 

	

	
	
	Performance: Final performance on either the keyboard or ukulele of one of the Popular songs students have learned.
	
	Composition: Creating themes and motifs for a Video Game brief.
	
	Performance: Solo or Duet
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