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ART AND DESIGN (FINE ART) 
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
INTRODUCTION: Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences, exploring a range of two and three-dimensional media, processes and techniques. They will explore both traditional and new technologies, relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and design, from the past and from recent times, including European and non-European examples. This will be integral to the investigating and making process. Their responses to these examples will be shown through practical and critical activities, which demonstrate their understanding of different styles, genres and traditions. 

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? The course can lead into an Arts foundation course, leading into a degree in Fine Art, Fashion, Textiles and Design. Careers include the media industries, design, education, galleries, interior design, architecture and fashion design.
WHAT DO I NEED? Students should have studied Art at GCSE level and gained a grade 6 or above, displayed an enjoyment of art and demonstrated the ability to work independently and generate their own ideas. Students must also be aware that the course requires written theoretical work to support practical work.
COURSE DETAILS: Students will become aware of the four assessment objectives and will explore drawing using a variety of methods and media (including oil paint) on a variety of scales. Following the Fine Art endorsement means that there will be the opportunity to develop skills in drawing/painting and printmaking. Students will predominately use sketchbooks, workbooks and journals. 

Component 1
Personal Investigation (coursework) = 60% of qualification made up of supporting studies and personal outcome. Create a personal study of minimum of 1000 words.
Element 2 
Art and Design Externally Set Assignment (ESA) = 40% of qualification made up of supporting studies and personal outcome based on ESA.
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LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: A level Biology offers a deep and engaging exploration of the living world, combining theoretical knowledge with practical skills to prepare students for further study and careers in science, medicine and environmental fields.
The course will expand upon many areas of GCSE Biology including the structure of cell membranes, the biochemistry of mutations, proteins and genes and the succession of eco sytems; from barren wasteland to lush forest.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
Biology is essential for many subjects including Medicine, Veterinary Science and Pharmacy. A Level Biology will enable entry onto degree courses such as Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Microbiology.
It can lead onto many careers such as: Medicine, Physiotherapy, Dietetics, Forensic Science, Hotel and Catering Management, Ophthalmics, Laboratory work, PE teacher.
WHAT DO I NEED? 
GCSE Biology at grade 6; or 76 in combined science and GCSE Maths at grade 6 or above. A genuine interest in Biology and willingness to learn.
 
COURSE DETAILS: The course emphasizes scientific method and analytical thinking, with regular opportunities for hands-on practical work. Students will complete required practicals that develop essential laboratory skills and contribute to the practical endorsement.
Assessment is through three written exams at the end of the two year course, covering both breadth and depth of content, data analysis, and extended response questions.




CONTENT:
Throughout the course, students will investigate key biological concepts including:
· Cell structure and function
· Biological molecules
· Genetics and evolution
· Organism exchange and transport systems
· Energy transfers in and between organisms
· Homeostasis and response
· Inheritance, populations and ecosystems
· Control of gene expression







































BUSINESS STUDIES
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: Business is a dynamic subject. You will learn about the diverse nature of business enterprise and the interdependence of the various parts of the business world. You will explore business success and business failure, investigate local, national and global business markets and understand how businesses need to adapt and respond strategically to the changing environment in which they operate to survive and grow. This constant evolutionary process makes business a fascinating subject. 

A fascinating and highly relevant subject that covers important life skills, Business Studies introduces you to the highly dynamic nature of the modern business world, where firms operate and compete within an increasingly challenging environment. By taking a holistic approach to the subject, we are able to focus on the interrelated nature of business. Using traditional and cutting-edge business models, theories and techniques, students develop strong analytical skills and learn in-depth knowledge of contemporary business issues and problems, delivered through an engaging specification that accurately reflects current business practice. Course content is designed to engage students through real case studies that are relevant to today’s society and embrace highly contemporary topics such Artificial Intelligence, business ethics, digital technology and social media influence, as well as the more traditional political, legal, and economic influences on business.

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
Perhaps the greatest appeal of studying Business Studies is that it opens the door to such an exceptionally wide range of higher education courses and career opportunities. Relevant degree courses might include but are not limited to: business management; enterprise; accountancy and finance; marketing; human resources management; tourism management and international business. Business students can also progress to a very wide range of careers, such as: banking; sales; marketing; advertising; product, project and general management. It can lead to employment within most types of public and private sector organisations and, of course, to self-employment as a business entrepreneur.
Through studying business, you will develop valuable and transferable skills that will prepare you for studying at university or moving into the world of work. You will become skilled in making decisions, solving problems, applying numerical skills (including understanding finance and working with data) and understanding the business environment. You will also develop critical commercial awareness.

WHAT DO I NEED? Students will have gained a 5 in both GCSE Maths and English, as well as a genuine interest in how businesses are run, the impact they have on society and the impact a changing society has on what a business does.

COURSE DETAILS: 
The course is two years long. Students will be assessed at the end of the two years with three exams. Each examination has two real – life case studies and 3 styles of questions: Analyse, assess and evaluate.
Each paper is 90 minutes long, provides 33% of the total marks.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
Year 1: You will start by improving your understanding of what a business is, the forms a business can take and who is interested in a business. We will then move on to develop a deep understanding of the various functional areas of a business: Marketing, Financial Management, Operations and Human Resources. This will include understanding the ethical issues that may impact each functional area, such as tax avoidance as well as being able to calculate, interpret and analyse a variety of quantitative data.
Year 2: The knowledge and understanding from year 1 will be built on and further developed through understanding the impact of society on business, as well as understanding how a business can analyse its own strengths and weaknesses to choose the strategies that they adopt in order to survive, grow and change in an ever changing world.
























CHEMISTRY
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: The course builds on the knowledge gained in the GCSE course, adding depth and breadth. It also offers the opportunity for students to devise and plan experimental or investigative activities and interpret, explain, evaluate and communicate the results of these. Students will also gain an awareness of the ethical, environmental, technological and economic aspects of the subject.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? This course prepares students to progress into further or higher education and to follow courses in Chemistry, Medicine, Biochemistry, or one of the other sciences. A variety of careers require Chemistry as an entrance qualification including Medicine, Research Chemist, Pharmacist and Vet. Chemistry is very highly regarded as a good academic qualification by employers and universities.
WHAT DO I NEED?
Grade 6 in GCSE chemistry or 76 in Combined Science and grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths. Students need to enjoy problem solving and be able to work safely with chemicals and manipulative apparatus.

COURSE DETAILS: 
A Level: Two years
AQA A level Chemistry provides a rigorous and rewarding study of the fundamental principles that underpin the physical world. It develops students’ understanding of matter, its properties, and the reactions that govern chemical change, while building essential analytical and practical skills.
The course is structed around three key areas:
· Physical Chemistry – including atomic structure, bonding, energetics, kinetics and equilibria.
· Inorganic Chemistry – exploring periodicity, transition metals, and group chemistry.
· Organic Chemistry – covering hydrocarbons, functional groups, synthesis and analytical techniques.

EXAMINATIONS: Students will complete required practicals that develop precision, accuracy and confidence in laboratory work, contributing to the practical endorsement.
Assessment is through three written exams at the end of the two year course, testing both theoretical understanding and application of practical skills.      
                   

COMPUTER SCIENCE
LEVEL: A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
INTRODUCTION: Students will be encouraged to develop a broad range of understanding and skills in computing as a basis for progression into further learning and/or employment. A significant part of computer science involves programming to an advanced level. During the course, students will develop the ability to:
• Apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation.
• Analyse problems in computational terms and convert them into programs.
• Articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities and risks of digital technology.

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Computer Science offers a wide range of degree courses and potential careers. A qualification in Computer Science could lead into any of the following sectors: Software Development, Ethical Hacking, Computer Engineering, Network Administration, Web Development and many other pathways. 

WHAT DO I NEED? Students should have studied Computer Science at GCSE and will have gained at least a Grade 6 in the subject. Students will need to enjoy computational thinking and coding.

COURSE DETAILS: 

	Component 1 – Computer systems
	How is it assessed?

	Software development (programming)
Exchanging
Data types, data structures & algorithms
Legal, moral ethical & cultural issues
	Written exam: 2hrs 30 mins
140 marks
Externally assessed
40% of A level

	Component 2 – Algorithms & Programming
Elements of computational thinking
Problem solving and programming
Algorithms
	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 2hrs 30mins
140 marks
Externally assessed
40% of A level

	Component 3 – Programming project
	How is it assessed?

	Analysis of the problem
Design of the solution
Implementation of the solution
Evaluation
	Non-exam assessment
70 marks
Internally marked, externally moderated
20% of A level












DANCE
LEVEL: BTEC Dance Level 3 
EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson 
INTRODUCTION: BTEC Dance allows students to acquire experience of performance and choreography and to engage in critical thinking about dance. This course can foster imagination, creativity and promote personal and social development.
Students will learn a wide variety of techniques; these include Contemporary, Jazz and Ballet. 
Topics include; Safe Practice, Interpreting & communicating and Performing with Others, Investigating key choreographers as well as choreography being an important aspect of the course.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? The skills gained from the course will allow you to improve your kinaesthetic awareness and the understanding of Dance as an art form. If you enjoy Dance as a fun activity, then this course will further develop your passion to continue. If you are looking to progress onto the career avenue, pursuing Dance or other performing art subjects, this course is ideal in providing a stepping stone to take the knowledge and technical skills gained into your future education or career choice. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Grade 5 or above in GCSE Dance or Audition.
COURSE DETAILS: 
	Unit 1 – Investigating Practitioner’s work
Students will investigate the work of performing arts practitioners and develop critical analysis skills and contextual understanding of how practitioners communicate themes in their work. 
	How is it assessed?
This is an external assessed written exam. 
The unit will be assessed through written tasks, completed under supervised conditions and will take place in year 1 or 2 of the course. 



	Unit 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques for live Performance. 
Students will explore technical performance skills with a focus on developing skills and techniques in at least two performance styles.

	How is it assessed?
This is an internal assessed unit. 
Students will study the role and skills as a performer and develop techniques covering a genre of Dance. 

	Unit 3- Group Performance Workshop 
Students will explore and integrate creative, physical and vocal skills and techniques, working collaboratively to create a performance in response to a given stimulus. 
 
	How is it assessed?
This is an external assessed practical exam.
The unit will be assessed through a variety of tasks completed under supervised conditions and will result in a performance at the end of year 2. 

	Unit 12- Contemporary Dance Technique 
Students will develop their knowledge, skills and techniques with an emphasis on practical development, application and performance skills.


	How is it assessed?
This is an internal assessed unit.
Students will complete a variety of technique classes and learn repertoire and review their personal development. 






DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
Drama and Theatre is a challenging, exciting, and thought-provoking course. Students will be expected to work hard in and out of the taught sessions and will need to commit to after school rehearsals, after school theatre trips and have a keen interest in learning more about the theatre and its evolution and place in our society. 
Students will develop their skills as performers, explore the work of established Theatre practitioners and have the opportunity to devise and perform several plays that are both classical and contemporary. This course also enables development of skills in lighting, sound, set and costume.

WHAT DO I NEED? GCSE in Drama at grade 6 or above is recommended. A Grade 6 in English at GCSE is desirable. 

COURSE DETAILS: The year starts with an induction into some of the key skills needed to successfully participate in the course; learning lines, performance skills, note-taking, research and presentation skills.
	Component 1: Drama and Theatre
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
Study of 2 set plays
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers
	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 3 hrs
Open book
80 marks
40% of A level

	Component 2: Creating original drama
Process of creating devised drama
Performance of devised drama
Devised performance must be influenced by the work and methodology of a prescribed practitioner
	How is it assessed?
Working notebook (40 marks)
Devised performance (20 marks)
30% of A level
Devised performance internally marked, externally moderated

	Component 3: Making theatre
Practical exploration & interpretation of three extracts.
Reflective report analysing & evaluating theatrical interpretation of the extracts
	How is it assessed?
Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks)
Reflective report (20 marks)
30% of A level
Extract 1 & 2 presented as performance workshop; Extract 3 to visiting examiner
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ECONOMICS
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
INTRODUCTION: Money makes the world go around. It plays a big part in politics, society, law, geography, and almost everything else in life. Understanding how people, companies, and countries control their money is one of the most valuable skills to any employer or university.

But, economics is much more than pounds and dollars. It’s a fascinating study of psychology, of why people make the decisions they make, and how resources are spread out around the world. Economics is studied in two main strands:

· Microeconomics is the study of how individual parties (people, groups, and businesses) use their wealth.
· Macroeconomics looks at entire economies. The unemployment, inflation, and monetary challenges of cities, countries, and continents.

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
Economics is a huge subject. It teaches you so many interdisciplinary skills that you’ll be an attractive applicant for almost any job, in any sector.  96% of Economics graduates who are in work or further study can expect to be earning around £26k in their first position.
As so much of economics is based in business, and so much related to the wider world, many degrees offer the opportunity to spend a placement year in industry – sometimes abroad. This kind of experience is extremely attractive to governments, banks, and international companies. 
Perhaps the most obvious career choice, becoming an economist, involves a deep understanding of how various issues relate to each other. As a kind of consultant and researcher combined, economists are hired to advise on the impact of changes in anything from healthcare to education, business to energy, and law to the environment.
Of the hundreds of other jobs an economics student might apply for, these include accountant, banker, actuary, political adviser, analyst, insurer, statistician, and many more.
WHAT DO I NEED? Students should achieve a grade 6 or above in both English and Maths. You should be interested in business, current affairs, and perhaps even philosophy. You should have an open mind and be the sort of person who likes asking questions!

COURSE DETAILS: 

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure
This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. Students will develop an understanding of: 
· nature of economics
· how markets work
· market failure
· government intervention.



Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies
This theme focuses on macroeconomic concepts. Students will develop an understanding of:
· measures of economic performance 
· aggregate demand
· aggregate supply
· national income
· economic growth
· macroeconomic objectives and policy.

Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market
This theme develops the microeconomic concepts introduced in Theme 1 and focuses on business economics. Students will develop an understanding of:
· business growth
· business objectives
· revenues, costs and profits
· market structures
· labour market
· government intervention.

Theme 4: A global perspective
This theme develops the macroeconomic concepts introduced in Theme 2 and applies these concepts in a global context. Students will develop an understanding of:
· international economics
· poverty and inequality
· emerging and developing economies
· the financial sector
· role of the state in the macroeconomy.


ENGLISH LITERATURE
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: English Literature is an engaging and up-to-date A-level that approaches the reading and study of literature through the lens of genre and theory, encouraging independent study of a range of texts within a shared context. English Literature features a variety of different ways of approaching some of the greatest texts of all time, encouraging students to develop the ability to read critically, analyse, evaluate, and undertake independent research which are valuable skills that underpin all higher learning.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Excellent preparation for all universities. The ability to access, understand, and analyse English as a written language is fundamental to all subject areas at A-level and also hugely valuable for both further study and future employment
WHAT DO I NEED? Grade 5 in English Literature and Language. Students need to enjoy reading and thinking for themselves as these are essential requirements for the study of English Literature at A Level. There is plenty of debate, discussion, and argument so students show bring enthusiasm and a willingness to question and explore key literary texts from the genres of comedy and crime
COURSE DETAILS: 
The A Level will be assessed through examinations (80%) and coursework (20%).
Year 12 – Comedy. Students will study comic texts such as The Importance of Being Earnest, Emma, and Taming of the Shrew. They will also complete coursework pieces which will include looking at narrative theory in a range of poetry and exploring the Literary Canon and literary value.
Year 13 – Crime. Students will study crime fiction texts such as The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, When Will There Be Good News, and poetry including the works of Crabbe, Browning and Wilde.

‘It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines what you will be’ (Oscar Wilde)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: A-level English explores the study of English Language both as a medium of communication and as a topic in its own right, with an emphasis on the ability of students to pursue lines of enquiry, debate different views, and work independently to research aspects of language in use. With exciting text and data-based sources of language, English Language focuses on the study of English in its various forms and contexts. There is a wide variety of skills required and we will explore everything from data analysis and discursive essays to original writing and research-based investigative writing. 
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Excellent preparation for all universities. Law degrees often prefer students to have studied English at A-level. The focus on key skills such as critical reading, data analysis, evaluation, the ability to develop and sustain arguments and number of different writing skills are all invaluable for both further study and future employment
WHAT DO I NEED? Grade 5 in English Literature and Language. Students need to enjoy the analysis side of English and have a keen eye for detail as well as flair and creativity in their approach to their own writing
COURSE DETAILS: 
The A Level will be assessed through examinations (80%) and coursework (20%).
Component 1: Language, the Individual and Society. English Language paper 1 (40%)
Section A – Textual Variations and Representations
Section B – Children’s Language Development
Component 2: Language Diversity and Change. English Language paper 2 (40%)
Section A – Diversity and Change
Section B – Language Discourses
Component 3: Non-exam assessment – Language in Action (20%)
Students produce: 
· A language investigation
· A piece of original writing and commentary








L3 DIPLOMA IN FINANCIAL STUDIES

LEVEL:  Equivalent to AS (2 units) or A Level (4 units); graded A* to E 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  Agored Cymru (Welsh) 

INTRODUCTION: The Agored Cymru Level 3 Diploma in Financial Studies (DipFS) is primarily designed for learners aged 16–19 and provides an in-depth exploration of the key concepts of financial capability and how they are applied to achieve longer-term financial sustainability. Its purpose is to prepare learners for further study through the development of the core skills of independent thinking, critical analysis and evaluation, synthesis, verbal communication (through classroom discussion) and written communication.  Within the Diploma in Financial Studies the learners explore the political, economic, social, technological, ethical and legal impacts of personal finance in the short, medium and longer terms. Through this, a greater understanding of the impact that global events can have upon consumers and the wider financial services industry is developed. The Diploma therefore enhances the ability to make informed financial decisions through effective planning to manage the risks and challenges involved in personal finance. 

WHERE DOES IT LEAD?  This is an excellent course to develop your understanding of personal finance, as well as the financial sector.  It can support in entering the financial sector or simply in developing your own knowledge to develop your financial capability for the future. 

WHAT DO I NEED:  Grade 4 in English and to be aged 16 

WHAT WILL I LEARN:

The course has four units, each of which are assessed individually via an MCQ assessment and a written assessment based on a pre-seen case study.   

· Unit 1 – Financial Capability for the immediate and short term – you will gain an understanding of cash flow to meet immediate and short-term financial needs through balancing income against expenditure and will also gain an appreciation of the differentiation of financial products for savings and the key features of interest and charges on borrowing. In addition you will understand your key responsibilities in terms of earning, income tax, National Insurance and other personal financial considerations depending on the stage of your life cycle whilst also gaining an appreciation of why money is important through focusing on what money is; attitudes to it; and how it can affect life choices  
· Unit 2 – Financial capability in the medium and long term - This unit highlights the importance of planning for medium and long-term financial needs, with particular reference to the importance of the need to budget for future aspirations and life events. It introduces you to the features of risks and reward in managing personal finances. In addition you will consider the changing priorities attached to needs, wants and aspirations as individuals progress through the personal life cycle and the role of financial services in assisting lifelong financial planning and will gain an understanding of the personal approaches that individuals take towards risk and rewards and the impact of foreseen and unforeseen influences on financial budgeting.  



· Unit 3 – Sustainability of an Individual’s Finances - This unit highlights the importance of financial sustainability for the individual, to enable the development of skills to make sure that an individual’s financial capability is sustained over a period of time, taking into consideration the personal and external factors that lead to change.  You will understand the key external financial factors that influence financial performance and the impact that this has on you as a consumer. 
· Unit 4 – Sustainability of the Financial Services System - This unit explores the financial services system and looks at how financial services providers work and compete with one another, their priorities and responses to external influences in maintaining financial sustainability. You will consider the impact of marketing techniques used by financial service providers and the impact of changes in the market and the effect that this has had and could have on consumers 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: You are entitled to one resit per component per unit 
 
  
































                                                     


FRENCH
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC
INTRODUCTION: This course provides an engaging and exciting opportunity for students to build on their previous study of French. Through social, intellectual, historical and political themes students will be able to develop their linguistic knowledge and cultural understanding of the countries/communities where the language is spoken.
An opportunity to study literature and film will allow students to undertake a deeper analysis of language structures and increase their cultural awareness as part of an integrated approach to language learning. 
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Students can continue with French at university by choosing a combined course which includes a language. It will enable students to spend some time studying in France or in a French speaking country. 
Students will be able to access some of the best jobs, as being able to offer a language is a great asset. Business Managers are more likely to hire someone with good language skills and award a higher salary.
The ability to speak another language can earn £145,000 more on average in a lifetime.
WHAT DO I NEED? Students will need to have at least a grade 6 at French GCSE and must enjoy learning languages, with enthusiasm and commitment.

[image: ]


COURSE DETAILS: 
Themes studied include Travel and Exploration, Contemporary Youth Culture, Diversity and difference and France between 1940 and 1950.
This qualification is made up of three components:

Component 1 - Speaking assessment. 

Component 2 - Combines listening, reading and translation.
Component 3 - Assesses the learners’ response to the study of two works: Either two literary works or one literary work and a feature film.










FURTHER MATHEMATICS
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL
INTRODUCTION: Further Maths is ideal for students who are interested in broadening and deepening their knowledge of Mathematics beyond the A Level Mathematics syllabus. It is of particular use to students wishing to study Mathematics or Engineering at degree level or in work-based study, as well as many other Maths-related subjects.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Further Mathematics is almost essential for most Mathematics degree courses and some Science and Engineering courses. It provides a foundation for further studies in any Science or Maths based course ranging from Computer Science, Medical Science and Psychology to Statistics, Management and Actuarial Science. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Students will need to have a Grade 8 at higher-level GCSE as well as their teacher’s recommendation. You will be asked to complete an algebra test which will indicate whether a path on the Core maths course or A level maths course is most suitable. A passion for solving problems. Not just to find a solution but in some cases, find optimal solutions. Tackling challenging work and a curiosity to experiment in the mathematical world. Open to new ideas that previously will not have been explored, for example, imaginary numbers. It is recommended that students have the Casio CG50 calculator. This can be purchased through the school in September at a reduced cost. 
COURSE DETAILS: Two-year course, with 4 exams to be taken at the end of the course. All papers are weighted equally and include a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems.

	Paper 1  
Core pure 1
1 hour 30 mins

Proof
Complex Numbers
Matrices
Further Algebra & Functions
Further Calculus
Further Vectors
Polar Coordinates
Hyperbolic Functions
Differential Equations
Trigonometry
Coordinate Geometry
	Paper 2 
Core pure 2
1 hour 30 mins

Proof
Complex Numbers
Matrices
Further Algebra & Functions
Further Calculus
Further Vectors
Polar Coordinates
Hyperbolic Functions
Differential Equations
Trigonometry
Coordinate Geometry
	Paper 3 
Further Statistics
1 hour 30 mins

Discrete data

Probability distributions

Hypothesis testing

Central limit theorem

Chi-Squared tests

Probability generating functions

Quality of tests

	Paper 4  
Decision Maths
1 hour 30 mins

Algorithms

Graphs and networks

Route inspection

The travelling salesman problem

Linear programming

Simplex algorithm

Critical path analaysis



GEOGRAPHY
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: Students of Geography will study the meaning, causes, impacts and management of global challenges. They will investigate how we can influence global challenges through our own lives.
A range of topics will be studied over the 2 years, some of these include Hazards, Coastal Systems and Landscapes and the very different human geography topic of Changing Places. Students will be expected to attend at least 4 days of fieldwork study where they will collect data that promotes skills that can be used as part of their coursework and part of their final examinations.  Students will also develop a range of transferable skills such as critical thinking, teamwork, communication and debating.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Geography links well to a range of different university courses and career paths. A qualification could lead into any of the following sectors: Environmental Science, Meteorology, Town Planning, Management and Education, plus many others. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Students should have studied Geography at GCSE and will have gained at least a grade 6 in the subject. Students should have a curiosity about both the physical and human world and be interested in current affairs.
COURSE DETAILS: 
	A LEVEL MODULES
	HOW IS IT ASSESSED?

	Component 1 - Physical Geography
Section A: Water and carbon cycles 
Section B: either Hot desert environments and their margins or Coastal systems and landscapes 
Section C: either Hazards or Ecosystems under stress or Cold environments
	• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• 96 marks
• 40% of A Level

	Component 2 - Human Geography
Section A: Global systems and global governance 
Section B: Changing places 
Section C: Either - Contemporary urban environments or Population and the environment or Resource security
	• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• 96 marks
• 40% of A Level

	Component 3 - Geographical Investigation
Students complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to any part of the specification content.
	• 3,000 - 4,000 words
• 35 marks
• 20% of A Level
• Marked by teachers
• Moderated by AQA



‘The study of Geography is about more than just memorising places on a map; it is about understanding the complexity of our world’ (Barack Obama)

               
HISTORY
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
INTRODUCTION: History supplies students with important transferable skills that will be looked for by potential employers. Universities also value students with History A Level, especially when students are applying for courses such as Law and Journalism.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Universities value a History qualification as it demonstrates the ability to analyse and evaluate events and to view both sides of arguments. University courses such as Law and Criminology see History A Level as vital. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Minimum grade 6 at GCSE and Grade 6 in GCSE English. Students need to be confident of their own opinions. They must be prepared to ask questions and analyse events. Above all, they should be prepared to come to lessons in a positive frame of mind ready to enjoy themselves whilst learning. 
COURSE DETAILS:
This is a two-year course that includes 3 exams and one piece of coursework.
During year 12 students will study Britain during the Tudors, examining how Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth dealt with their different problems and personalities and controlled the country. Germany is the other main topic with students studying the period 1919-1963.
In Year 13, coursework will be the choice of the student to follow their Historical Interests and passions, challenging any existing Historical controversy. The examined unit will focus on how Americans improved their civil rights from the end of the civil war until 1992. Students will find out about women’s rights and Native Americans, as well as the struggle for the rights of black Americans.
Lessons come in a number of forms such as debating, producing displays and source analysis. Above all History attempts to produce lessons where students enjoy learning whilst being stretched and challenged to really make progress in their ability to analyse information and come to their own conclusions about areas of controversy over the periods studied.

‘The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future’
(Theodore Roosevelt)




INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
LEVEL: Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
INTRODUCTION: This qualification aims to develop knowledge, understanding and skills related to the principles of IT and Global Information Systems. Students will gain an insight into the IT sector as they investigate the pace of technological change, IT infrastructure, information flow on a global scale and the importance of legal and security considerations. The course is designed in collaboration with experts spanning the breadth of the sector.
Students will also develop professional, personal and social skills through interaction with peers, stakeholders and clients, as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to underpin these skills. These support the transferable skills required by universities and employers such as communication, problem solving, time management, research and analytical skills.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? This qualification will give students a choice of opportunities:
• Employment, putting practical skills to use in the workplace.
• Further Education such as a higher-level qualification at college.
• Higher Education such as a degree course at university.

WHAT DO I NEED? 5 GCSE grades 4 or above, including English and Maths.
COURSE DETAILS: The extended certificate offers a broad introduction to the study of the Information Technology sector, consisting of three mandatory teaching units and one optional, teacher specialist unit.
	Unit 1: Fundamentals of IT
Hardware, networks and software
Ethical use of computers
How businesses use IT
	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1hr 30 mins
80 marks
90 guided learning hours

	Unit 2: Global Information
How organisations use information sources
Types of information
	Written exam: 1hr 30 mins
80 marks
90 guided learning hours

	Unit 3: Cyber Security
Knowledge and understanding of threats, vulnerabilities & risks that impact on individuals and organisations
	Written exam: 1hr
60 marks
60 guided learning hours


	Unit 8: Project management
Understand and use project planning skills and techniques
	Coursework: internally assessed, externally moderated. Pass/Merit/Distinction
60 guided learning hours

	Unit 17: Internet of Everything
Feasibility study
Pitch idea to potential stakeholders
	Coursework: internally assessed, externally moderated. Pass/Merit/Distinction
60 guided learning hours







MATHS

LEVEL: A Level

EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson Edexcel
INTRODUCTION: Maths complements the study of several other advanced courses, particularly Science. The content includes some Mechanics and Statistics as well as Pure Maths, which is algebra based. There is an emphasis on problem solving, modelling and reasoning. Lessons will reflect a variety of teaching and learning styles and independent learning / research will be encouraged.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? These modules will prepare students for university education, particularly degrees in Mathematics, Physics, Engineering and Computer Science. Employers will be keen to have you. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Students will need to have a Grade 7 at the higher-level Maths GCSE. You will be asked to complete an algebra test which will indicate whether a path on the Core maths course or A level maths course is most suitable. An ability to face challenging work and solve problems is required. It is recommended that you have the Casio CG50 calculator which can be purchased through the school at a reduced price. 
COURSE DETAILS: This is a two-year course, with 3 two-hour exams to be taken at the end of the course. All papers are weighted equally and include a mix of question styles from short single-mark questions to multi-step problems.

	Paper 1 
Pure Mathematics 
33% 
2 hours 
100 marks 
 
	Paper 2 
Pure Mathematics 
33% 
2 hours 
100 marks 
	Paper 3 
Mechanics and Statistics 
33% 
2 hours 
100 marks 
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MEDIA STUDIES
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS
INTRODUCTION: This course aims to help students achieve media literacy, to understand how the mass media works and the effects on the population. It can provide a taster for anyone wanting to enter the world of media or study the media further. It is useful in a wide range of professions and industries, as knowledge of the media is increasingly valued in an information-rich society. Students will learn things like how to analyse and question the mass media and also how to research independently and communicate using media technology. Students will develop their own interests in different areas of the media. 20% A*– A in 2025.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Students will be capable of deconstructing texts and become highly analytical. Many jobs in the media industry (journalism, TV, radio, advertising) all require a thorough knowledge of current and past media. It puts students in a preferable position if they go on to study media at university. 
WHAT DO I NEED? Grade 5 at English GCSE. An awareness of and interest in all types of the mass media. 
COURSE DETAILS:                                                             HOW IS IT ASSESSED?
	Component 1: Meanings and Representations
All Media forms; 3 sections
· Language & Meanings 
· Representations & Meanings 
· Contextual Study – Representations
· All based on 2 Media products
	Written exam: 2 hrs 15 mins
35% of qualification

	Component 2: Media Forms and Products
Media language, representation, industry and audiences
· Television in the Global Age
· Magazines: Mainstream & Alternative
· Media in the Online Age
· One option from choice of three for all the above
	Written exam: 2 hrs 30 mins
35% of qualification

	Component 3: Cross-Media Production
Applying knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework and digital convergence
	Non-exam assessment
30% of qualification


MUSIC
LEVEL: BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Performance
EXAMINATION BOARD:  Pearson
INTRODUCTION:
The course consists of 4 units that all focus around performing and creating music. You will learn all about performance skills, the importance of these during ensemble performances and solo performances; about practical music theory and harmony and how it is valuable to a professional musician in all aspects of their musical life and learn all about the music industry, the different roles within it and how as a performer you work within it and alongside the other roles. You will strengthen your own instrumental/vocal skills alongside performance skills and consider how present and future developments will shape your career.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD?
BTEC Music Performance will help you to study music at university or at a music conservatoire. It will also prepare you for the real world of the Music Industry. You will also gain desirable skills such as dedication, self-motivation, teamwork and communication, skills that any university will be looking for!
WHAT DO I NEED?
A Merit or above in BTEC Music level 2, or a Grade 4 and above at GCSE Music. You also need to be confident at playing your instrument/singing/rapping.
COURSE DETAILS:
Learners taking this qualification will study four mandatory learning and teaching modules: 

• Practical Music Theory and Harmony- understanding music on the page and how it shapes you as a performer
•Professional Practice in the Music Industry– Planning a Career in the Music Industry
•Ensemble Music Performance– Rehearsing and performing as a group
• Collaborative Music Project – Planning and creating a group project where you have a specific role 

ASSESSMENT METHOD: A combination of performance, individual research, written and recorded logs, evaluations and presentations
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PSYCHOLOGY
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: The Psychology course covers topics such as…
· Social Psychology which includes why people obey authority and how minority influence can instigate social change.
· Cognitive Psychology which includes explanations for forgetting and factors affecting the accuracy of eye witness testimony.
· Developmental Psychology which includes the importance of early social development and the effects of separation.
· Research methods
· Issues and debates
· Relationships
· Schizophrenia
· Forensic psychology

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
Psychology A level can be the first step into a variety of careers, such as neuro, clinical, occupational, sports or health Psychology, as well as teaching or research.  Higher education bodies and employers value a Psychology qualification, especially in people-oriented fields: marketing, HR, policing, nursing, counselling, PR, social work, midwifery, youth and community work etc.
WHAT DO I NEED? Students will have gained a 6 6 5 across GCSE Maths, English and Science 
	Unit 1
Cognitive Psychology
Social Psychology
Attachment Psychology
Psychopathology
	Written exam 2 hours
33.3% of total mark
24 marks per section

	Unit 2
Approaches in Psychology
Biopsychology
Research methods
	Written exam 2 hours 
33.3% of total mark
24 marks per section
48 marks per section

	Unit 3
Issues and debates
Relationships
Stress
Forensic Psychology
	Written exam 2 hours
33.3% of total mark
24 marks per section








PHYSICS
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: There are two big questions for Physics: what is everything made of and why does it behave the way that it does? Students must have a genuine interest in how things work, appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of economy and society. 
The course builds on the ideas students encountered at GCSE but takes them all further. For example, as well as knowing about protons, neutrons and electrons students will enter the exciting world of particle physics and learn about quarks, leptons, hadrons, mesons etc. Students will also look at the real-world physics that scientists are doing at CERN in Geneva. The study of forces and motion will focus upon why moving objects such as cars are designed the way that they are and why they behave the way that they do.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Physics is essential for all aspects of engineering and design and is a key qualification for many areas of work in other scientific fields.
Recent students have gone on to study a range of subjects including electrical engineering, mechanical engineering, meteorology and accountancy.
WHAT DO I NEED? 
GCSE Physics at grade 6 or 76 in Combined Science and GCSE Maths at grade 6 or above. A genuine interest in Physics and a willingness to learn.

COURSE DETAILS: 
The course covers a wide range of topics, including:

· Measurements and uncertainties
· Particles and radiation
· Waves
· Mechanics and materials
· Electricity
· Further mechanics and thermal physics
· Fields and their applications
· Nuclear physics
· Optional topic (e.g. Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering Physics

EXAMINATIONS:

Students will complete required practicals that build confidence and competence in experimental work, contributing to the practical endorsement.

Assessment is through three written exams at the end of the two year course, testing both theoretical understanding and application of practical and mathematical skills.


RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS
LEVEL: A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC, EDUQAS
INTRODUCTION: The Eduqas A Level in Religious Studies is structured into three main components, focusing on           Philosophy of Religion, Ethics, and the Study of a major world religion. The course is designed to     encourage critical thinking and the exploration of complex ideas related to morality, existence, and   religious beliefs.
1. Philosophy of Religion: This section covers arguments for the existence of God, challenges to      religious belief, religious experience, and religious language. Students will engage with classical  and contemporary philosophical debates. 

1. Ethics: Students will study various ethical theories, including Natural Law, Utilitarianism, and       Situation Ethics. The application of these theories to contemporary moral issues, such as               abortion and euthanasia, is a key focus. 

1. Study of a Major World Religion: Students will explore significant religious figures, sacred texts, and practices that shape religious identity. This component allows for an in depth understanding of one of the major world religions, such as Christianity, Islam, or                       Buddhism.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? Studying Religious Studies helps develop critical thinking, analytical skills, empathy, and the ability to understand and respect diverse perspectives. These skills are highly valued by university as the interdisciplinary nature of Religious Studies, which incorporates elements of history, philosophy, sociology, and ethics, provides a broad foundation of knowledge making it an excellent complement to other A Level subjects and therefore other academic opportunities and careers.

WHAT DO I NEED? GCSE in English Religious Studies History or Drama at grade 5 or above is recommended.


















COURSE DETAILS: This course has three components as follows: 

	Component
	Content
	Assessment

	Philosophy of Religion: 
	Learners will study:
.  Ancient Philosophical influences
. The nature of the soul, min and body
. Arguments about the existence and non -     existence of God
. The nature and impact of religious experience
. The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil. 
. Ideas about the nature of God
. Issues in religious language

	· Written Exam: 2 hours (100 Marks)
· Weighting: 33.3% of the total A Level


	Religion and Ethics: 
	Learners will study a number of theories exploring morality. You will apply ethical theories to contemporary issues, including abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment and embryonic research. Key themes will include:
. Ethical thought
. Meta Ethics
. Utilitarianism
. Aquinas’ natural law
. Religious concepts of free will and moral responsibility
	· Written Exam: 2 hours (100 marks)
· Weighting: 33.3% of the total A Level


	Developments in Buddhist Thought:
	Learners will study:
. religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the contemporary world
. sources of religious wisdom and authority
. practices which express and shape religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition
. significant historical and social development in theology and religious thought
. key themes related to the relationship between religion and society
	· Written Exam: 2 hours
· Weighting: 33.3% of the total A Level
















SOCIOLOGY
LEVEL: A Level
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: Sociology is a fun, interesting and contemporary subject that offers an insight into the world we live in. It gives an inside look into day to day life that has a bearing on us all. It will serve students well if they are considering a career that involves working with people, like teaching, policing, nursing or social work, where they will be coming across social problems; also, jobs such as media, marketing and sales. 
Students will study topics such as family, education, global development, crime, media, research methods and sociological theory. Within these we study two core themes; socialisation, culture and identity; and social differentiation, power and stratification.
• The lessons involve note-taking, discussions, debate, presentations, news articles, documentaries, active learning and project work as well as elements of personal research.
• Outside lessons students will be expected to read and re-read material in preparation for or following a lesson, to undertake research or to think about some of the topics covered.

WHERE DOES IT LEAD? It is a good general subject for students as most professional careers require students to have some knowledge of Sociology and Social Theory.
Jobs where Sociology may be useful include Community Worker, Housing Manager, PR, Journalist, Lecturer, Personnel Manager, Welfare Advice Worker, Police Officer, Prison Governor, Probation Officer, Social Researcher, and Social Worker.
Employers, in both the public and private sectors, are keen to recruit social science graduates because they have the skills of analysis and communication.
WHAT DO I NEED? 
Essential: English Language at Grade 6 or above; GCSE average of 5.0 or above. 
Desirable: Study of History at GCSE. A genuine interest in contemporary and social issues, along with a willingness to accept and express new ideas.

COURSE DETAILS: 
The course is two years long. Students will be assessed at the end of the two years with three exams covering all topics studied in years one and two. 
WHAT WILL I LEARN?
About social relationships between people and within families, education, aspects of the media, crime, beliefs systems on a global scale; also the various research methods used by sociologists when conducting their studies. Students will learn there are no right or wrong answers when it comes to studying the way that people live together. It is important for a sociologist to evaluate and choose between possible explanations. Be open minded!
Year 1: Students will study 4 key areas which are; Education, Families and Households, Research Methods and Social Theory.
Year 2: Students will study 2 key areas: Crime and Deviance, and Media. You will also spend time extending your knowledge of Research Methods and Social Theory.



SPORT
LEVEL: BTEC Level 3 Extended National Certificate
EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson
INTRODUCTION: BTEC Sport allows students to develop their knowledge and experience of Physical Education and apply it to numerous areas within the sports industry. Students will learn to:
· Understand how the body systems function and the effects exercise can have.
· Carry out lifestyle assessments to create an appropriate training programme.
· Develop personal skills and techniques to prepare for a career in the sports industry.
· Demonstrate desired qualities to carry out and fulfil the role of a successful leader.
· Understand psychological techniques to enhance sports performance.
· Critically reflect on sports performance and implement plans for development.
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? The course prepares students to further study Physical Education, Sports Science, Coaching and Health and Fitness, as well as other related subject areas such as Business, Sociology and Biology. Students choosing not to go to University will gain the knowledge and skills to work in the sport industry as well as transferable skills (such as independent thinking, organisation and leadership) that are desired by all employees.
WHAT DO I NEED? 
Level 2 Pass or above BTEC Technical Award in Sport, Grade 5 or above GCSE Science. Genuine interest in the sports industry.
COURSE DETAILS:					HOW IS IT ASSESSED? 
	Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology

	Externally assessed – written exam 
33% of BTEC

	Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-Being

	Externally assessed – written exam
335 of BTEC


	Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
	Internally assessed - coursework
17% of BTEC

	Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing
	Internally assessed - coursework
17% of BTEC








ENRICHMENT QUALIFICATIONS
EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
LEVEL: A Level (half)
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
INTRODUCTION: We offer the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), and it is a popular choice with students. It provides an opportunity for students to extend their abilities beyond their sixth form courses of study, stand out and prepare for university or their future career. The Extended Project will develop and extend from one or more of the student’s study areas and/or from an area of personal interest or activity outside their main programme of study. 
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? 
EPQs are widely valued by universities and colleges making points-based offers and around 30,000 students take an EPQ each year. The study of EPQ allows the student to become an expert in an area of knowledge/topic/contemporary issue or debate that they will not get to cover in their chosen A Level subjects. This allows the student to explore future educational topics, future careers or even just a hobby or interest they have outside of school. The EPQ helps students develop and demonstrate their project management skills and provides opportunities for extended writing, both of which are highly valued for progression to higher education and employment. 
WHAT DO I NEED? 
There are no entry requirements for EPQ, the student just needs to meet the entry requirements to join our sixth form community. 
COURSE DETAILS: 
Through a mixture of taught sessions, once per fortnight, AND independent study the student will:
· identify, design, plan and complete an individual project, applying a range of organisational skills and strategies to meet agreed objectives.
· obtain, critically select, and use information from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it relevantly and demonstrate understanding of any appropriate linkages, connections, and complexities of the topic.
· select and use a range of skills, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively, and flexibly, to achieve planned outcomes.
· evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions in appropriate format
A Level: Two years
EXAMINATIONS: There are no examinations for EPQ, however, students are required, with appropriate supervision, to:
· choose an area of interest
· draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre
· plan, research and carry out the project
· deliver a presentation to a non-specialist audience
· provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.

LEVEL 3 MATHEMATICAL STUDIES
LEVEL: Level 3 Certificate, AS Level equivalent
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA, Option A

INTRODUCTION: The course builds on the knowledge gained in the GCSE course, adding depth and breadth. It also offers the opportunity for students to critically analyse data presented in the media for accuracy. Students will also learn the statistics topics which form part of the A Level maths course. This course is one of your options for Enrichment. 
WHERE DOES IT LEAD? This course helps to prepare students to progress into further or higher education and to follow courses in Accounting, Psychology, Geography and Sociology. As there is an element of finance involved, students are prepared for real life as well as career options.  If you have chosen largely arts based subjects like English, drama etc then this course gives you a scientific element of learning, which is regarded highly by employers and universities.
WHAT DO I NEED? Grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths. Students need to enjoy problem solving and be able to work competently with statistics and percentages. We will ask for a teacher recommendation as well. A scientific calculator like you used at GCSE.
COURSE DETAILS: 
AS Level: Two years
This course complements learning in other L3 qualifications such as BTEC Business and Science and A Levels in Psychology and Geography as there are crossover elements of the courses. Throughout the two years students will undertake project work as well as more formal exercises.  They will be taught a number of financial elements such as tax and National Insurance as well as AER, APR and student loans.  There is a very heavy statistical element to the course where students will learn more about presenting, processing and analysing data presented through a variety of diagrams and written texts.  Alongside these students will also learn about Fermi Estimation and how it can help with estimating real life situations to a good degree of accuracy. Students will access Excel and learn how to make a spreadsheet including inputting formulae and using the graphing functions.
EXAMINATIONS: Two calculator papers at the end of Y13.




All courses are dependent on staffing, student uptake and government approval. Some courses may be subject to government reform meaning they may be cancelled at short notice. If this happens to a course you have applied for, you will be notified and an appropriate alternative will be suggested. 
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