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Abbeyfield School

Learning Without Limits, Removing Barriers

As we review the Autumn term, I’m proud to share how our SEND Hub continues
to grow and strengthen our commitment to Learning Without Limits, Removing
Barriers. This ethos is not just a statement, it drives every decision we make.

What’s new in the Hub?

Expanded spaces with purpose – More regulation areas and intervention
rooms designed to remove barriers to learning and give every student the
opportunity to thrive.

Strengthened intervention provision – Timetabled, evidence-informed
interventions that help students overcome challenges and learn without limits.

Future-focused planning – Clear systems and measurable outcomes that
ensure inclusion is sustainable and impactful for all learners.

Looking ahead to next term, we’ll host stakeholder engagement events with
families, staff, and external partners. These engagements will help us shape the
next phase of our SEND journey, driving our ethos even further and ensuring that
every learner feels supported, valued, and ready to succeed.

While we have seen significant change and improvement, we acknowledge that
there is still more to do to ensure we provide a truly high-quality offer and service
that meets the needs of all our students and their families. This commitment will
guide every step we take moving forward.

For more details on interventions, upcoming events, and resources, please
explore the full newsletter. Thank you for being part of this journey, together, we
are creating a school where barriers are removed and possibilities are endless.

Mrs Gother (SENDCo)

SENDCo’s Welcome
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From Clutter to Cutting-Edge: The Evolution of
Our SEND Hub

Just under a year ago, our SEND provision was squeezed into two mismatched
classrooms and a cluttered office. Space was tight, resources were scattered, and
opportunities for targeted support were limited. It was clear that if we wanted to
deliver the very best for our students, we needed more than a quick fix, we needed
a complete rethink.

Today, that vision has become reality. Our new purpose-designed SEND Hub is a
vibrant, functional space designed to meet the diverse needs of our learners. It
now includes:

Six targeted intervention areas for literacy, numeracy, and specialist
interventions
Two regulation spaces to support emotional and sensory needs
A dedicated meeting area for collaboration with families and professionals

This isn’t just a makeover, it’s a strategic investment in the future of inclusive
education. The Hub provides the foundation for us to develop and evolve our
intervention offer, create specialist regulation spaces, and deliver targeted
interventions that remove barriers to learning.

Hub Provision - Summer Term 2025
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. . . From Clutter to Cutting-Edge: The Evolution 

The SEND Hub is more than bricks and mortar; it’s a statement of intent. It reflects
our ethos of ‘Learning Without Limits, Removing Barriers’, ensuring every child
has access to the right environment to thrive. By creating spaces that support
regulation, engagement, and specialist intervention, we are setting the stage for
success, both now and in the years to come. Our journey doesn’t stop here. Two
other exciting projects are already in motion:

Specialist Sensory Room – A highly individualized space for complex sensory
needs
Sensory Garden – A calming, nature-based environment for regulation and
therapeutic support

And that’s just the beginning. As we embed our new offer, more interventions will
follow, ensuring our provision continues to grow and adapt to meet the needs of
every learner.

Hub Provision - Autumm Term 2025



ELSA Intervention

We’re excited to launch a new intervention within our SEND team, the ELSA
(Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) programme. This initiative helps students
develop emotional skills and build positive relationships.

Emotional Literacy is the ability to recognise and manage feelings, express
emotions in a healthy way, and understand others. These skills are vital for
confidence, resilience, and friendships. ELSA sessions, delivered 1:1 or in small
groups, explore a range of topics such as: building self-esteem, understanding
emotions, improving communication and developing and maintaining friendships
and regulation. 

Sessions take place in our dedicated ELSA room and include fun, interactive
activities. Supported by Educational Psychologists, this programme helps children
feel happier and ready to learn.

How Can Parents Help?
Listen and talk openly
Encourage positive self-talk
Support problem-solving
Share concerns with your child’s tutor, SENDCo, or ELSA

Together, we can help our young people feel confident, connected, and ready to
succeed. If you think your young person would beneifit from an ELSA programme
please talk to your Head of Year in the first instance. 
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Reading Pen Intervention

We are excited to introduce our new Reading Pen Interventions, we focus on using
the reading pen to support the students with their work, but the hope is we can
foster a love of reading and take away the anxiety that may surround the topic for
the students who struggle. Students who struggle with reading often face
challenges in accessing curriculum content, with the use of the C-Pen, a portable
assistive technology tool that scans printed text and reads it aloud, we will break
down the barriers for these students. This device is particularly beneficial for
students with dyslexia or other reading difficulties, as it combines visual and
auditory input to enhance comprehension.

Each year group have a session once a week and we tailor the activities in the
session to the year group with relevant resources for each subject. The first
session we focused on precision and accuracy when using the pen, and gradually
we have integrated relevant English and Maths resources for them to get used to
using the pens before they are taken into class. All the children seem to be really
engaged when using the pen and they have definitely noticed and change when
reading. 

Benefits of this intervention include increased independence for the students,
reduced anxiety when reading, and ultimately resulting in them having more
opportunities to access the work.  Students can access definitions and store
notes, further supporting vocabulary development. While initial costs and teacher
training are considerations, the C-Pen Reader Pen provides a practical, evidence-
based solution that empowers struggling readers and promotes inclusive learning.
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Touch-Type Read and Spell (TTRS)

TTTRS is a new intervention that aims to help students who regularly use
Chromebooks to become more efficient typers. This will not only help them
access learning during lessons and perform to their highest potential in exams, but
it will also provide them with a valuable skill for later in life.  The TTRS modules
also help students with reading and spelling because they provide an opportunity
to practice typing various spelling patterns.

Each half hour session involves listening to audio instructions and following visual
cues that show the appropriate hand/finger placement on the keyboard. The
students then type out the words shown on screen, familiarising themselves with
the location of the keys, and the best finger to use for each key in the process.

Why does TTRS work?

Letter combinations and words gradually become automatic as they are
repeatedly practiced. This is particularly useful for individuals who struggle
with spellings.
New keys, words and punctuation are introduced incrementally, giving
students confidence through a sense of achievement early on.
TTRS uses a multi-sensory approach; the student is listening to the words,
seeing them on screen, and typing them out. This helps them to remain
engaged and absorb the learning.

TTRS is a targeted intervention with specific entry criteria and a waiting list. If you
feel your child would benefit, please contact their Head of Year in the first
instance, who will liaise directly with the SEND team.
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Social Time Support

This academic year saw the launch of The Hub’s Games Room, an exciting initiative
supporting a diverse range of students at Abbeyfield School. It provides
opportunities for socialising across year groups through activities like chess,
checkers, UNO, and card games. Chess has been a standout success, with
competitive matches often continuing into the next break! The Games Room is
now a valued part of Hubs provision offer, reflecting our ethos of ‘Learning
Without Limits, Removing Barriers’.

The Quiet Room remains a key feature, offering students a space to regulate
emotions, share concerns, and connect with peers and staff. A recent highlight
was a shy student, who rarely speaks, thanking everyone after we sang Happy
Birthday. A small moment, but a huge achievement worth celebrating.

Looking ahead to 2026, we’re excited to introduce a Book Club led by a staff
member passionate about literacy and the arts. This enriching initiative will inspire
a love of reading and creativity, further demonstrating our commitment to
‘Learning Without Limits, Removing Barriers’. More details coming soon!
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Reading Fluency Intervention - HFL

Reading fluency is defined as being a combination of automaticity, accuracy and
prosody. When a reader can apply these three components to a text which is
appropriately pitched for them, then they can be described as a fluent reader.

Since September 2025, The Hub has delivered a targeted reading intervention to
over 40 Key Stage 3 pupils. The HFL Reading Fluency Project intervention ran for
an 8-week period during 2 lessons per week. The intervention is designed to
improve reading fluency and comprehension. The teaching strategies are based on
a combination of well-evidenced methods.

Provisional assessment results show that nearly all students involved in the
project made significant gains; some even making more than 3 years progress in
their comprehension age in just 8 weeks.

From January 2026, we will enrol further Key Stage 3 students onto the
programme and will commence with external training to be able to deliver the
project to some of our Key Stage 4 students.

The HFL Reading Fluency Project is just one of the many targeted interventions
that we are delivering in the Hub; we are excited to see the continuing positive
outcomes that this, and our other targeted interventions deliver.
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What are LEGO Skills?

LEGO Skills is a structured, play-based approach designed to support children and
young people in developing social and communication abilities. It is particularly
beneficial for those who experience challenges with language or social interaction,
as it focuses on collaboration, problem-solving, and the use of descriptive
language. The sessions aim to build confidence by utilising each child’s strengths
while encouraging teamwork and positive social engagement.

Typically, LEGO Skills groups consist of three young participants, each assigned a
specific role within the activity:

Facilitator – An adult who oversees the session, promotes constructive social
interaction, and helps resolve any difficulties that arise.
Engineer – Responsible for holding the instruction booklet and guiding the
process. The engineer gives clear directions to the supplier about which bricks
are needed.
Supplier – Finds and selects the correct LEGO pieces as instructed by the
engineer, then passes them to the builder.
Builder – Receives the bricks and assembles the model according to the
engineer’s instructions.

Roles are rotated throughout the hour-long session, ensuring that every
participant experiences each responsibility. This child-led activity encourages the
use of descriptive language, such as size, shape, colour, number, and positional
terms (e.g., “on”, “under”, “next to”). Towards the end of the session, participants
often enjoy a period of free building, allowing creativity and imaginative play to
flourish.
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EAL News and Young Interpreters

After moving from the Hub to IT7, it only took a few weeks to get everything back in
order. The kids didn’t mind the change, they actually liked being closer to the
library. Since October, they’ve been busy at break times working on jigsaw puzzles.
Abbeyfield staff responded generously to our appeal for old puzzles, and now we
have loads! Just a few days ago, we finished “Ice Cream Dream,” a very tricky
puzzle featuring Lego pieces. It took the kids almost three weeks to complete!

At the home of the Young Interpreters, things are just as busy. We’re carrying out
an exhaustive Language Audit for the whole school. Every week, we’ve been
passing a short survey to all year groups to get an accurate picture of the
languages spoken at Abbeyfield. The Interpreters have been a fantastic help with
this task. But it’s not all work, sort of! We’ve also been spreading the Christmas
spirit with a special Language Display Board, wishing the whole school a Merry
Christmas in different languages, and organizing a Cultural Christmas Card
Contest. We hope the prizes will inspire students to design beautiful cards! Did I
mention the Nativity display and Christmas tree decorated by some enthusiastic
students?

Our plans for 2026: Publish the results of the Language Audit, visit assemblies to
recruit the next generation of Young Interpreters, continue creating Language
Boards, and of course, keep enjoying puzzles during break times.

Abbeyfield School

School Life



Abbeyfield School

School Life

Students Art Work

We are delighted to present the incredible creativity and talent demonstrated by
our students in their Art lessons.

War collage by Jenson
 (Year 9)

Natural Forms by Farad 
(Year 8)

Natural Forms by Farad 
(Year 8)

Natural Forms by James 
(Year 8)



New Deputy SENDCo (Eleanor Austin)

I am excited to have stepped into the role of Deputy SENDCo at Abbeyfield School
supporting our school’s commitment to inclusion and ensuring every learner has
the opportunity to thrive.

With a strong passion for special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), I work
closely with staff, students, and families to create tailored strategies that remove
barriers to learning. My focus is on fostering an environment where individual
strengths are celebrated and every child feels valued and supported.
I bring experience in collaborative planning, implementing interventions, and
promoting best practices that empower both teachers and learners. My goal is to
champion equity, nurture confidence, and help every student reach their full
potential.

My biggest passion is developing students' reading fluency and I have extensive
experience of teaching reading skills and comprehension across EYFS to Key Stage
3. With nearly 20 years experience as an educator, I am particularly excited to be
delivering a range of purposeful reading interventions within The Hub. 

Alongside my teaching commitments, I am also a qualified Exam Access
Arrangement Assessor. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions
or queries. 

ABS-SENDCO@abbeyfieldschool.org.uk 

Abbeyfield School

School Life



Grow, Cook, Eat Project

We are thrilled to announce that Abbeyfield School will be taking part in the Grow,
Cook and Eat project. Led by the Northampton Hope Centre, the aim of this
programme is to inspire young people to connect with food in a healthy way. This
programme will teach students how to plant seeds, nurture crops, and cook
healthy meals to enjoy.

There will be hands-on activities, where students will learn practical skills in
gardening, cooking and nutrition. Through this they will learn where food comes
from, how it grows as well as the importance of healthy food choices. With this, we
hope to encourage teamwork, creativity, and responsibility as our pupils work
together to care for plants and prepare dishes.

During this project, we hope students will feel more confident in the kitchen, with
a more in depth understanding of fresh produce and nutrition, while building
lifelong habits that will support their well-being. Beyond the practical skills
though, this project will help foster community spirit, sustainability, and pride in
learning something new.

Right now, our team is completing training to prepare for this exciting journey, and
we can’t wait to start bringing these experiences to our students in the new year.
Watch this space for updates as we grow, cook, and eat together!
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Grow, Cook, Eat - Cooking Good - Recipie

Cooking Good empowers individuals and families to create nutritious, budget-
friendly meals while fostering a sense of connection and well-being. 

Abbeyfield Staff created this recpie as part of their training and in the future will
share it with our students. Other reicpies can be found on the Cooking Good
website. 
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Thank you for reading . . .


