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     Letter from the Principal 

Message from the Principal 

I have had a fantastic first term at Abbeyfield School. The students and staff have been very welcoming 

and it has been a pleasure to meet so many parents at the various events over the term. The year  

started off very positively sharing some really good results at GCSE and A level which became the 

springboard for ambitious school targets for next summer.  

 

We have high expectations of our students at Abbeyfield and staff are working hard with students to  

ensure they have every opportunity and the necessary support to achieve ambitious targets. Year 11  

received their PPE results on the 13 December in a special event designed to replicate the experience 

they will have in August. Our guest speaker was Hens Freduah-Agemang, one of our Year 13  

students.  He gave an inspirational talk about his personal journey to success at GCSE. Year 11 now 

have the opportunity to shift up a gear and really work with the support of staff to achieve their personal 

best in the summer. I am certainly impressed with the way my Year 11 maths group are working. I walk 

around the school as often as I can and I have been very impressed by the high engagement of our  

students in lessons.  

 

Students would not be successful without the support at home and we very much appreciate attendance 

to Parents’ Evenings, information sharing events and any arranged meetings with staff. Parental support 

with achievement, behaviour and attendance is essential and very much appreciated by the school. 

Thank you to those parents who attended our Parent Forums, these are a valuable opportunity for  

parents to engage directly with the future of Abbeyfield. At the most recent meeting, parents joined with 

our Academy Councillors to discuss ideas for school values and ethos. 

 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening earlier this term was a really successful event and we are looking forward 

to high numbers joining us in Year 12 in September. There are so many opportunities for students to  

develop as young adults as well as gain the necessary qualifications for their chosen next steps.  

Students in the Sixth Form and Year 11 are now being supported by an external provider to ensure that 

they have access to the 1-1 careers guidance they need to make informed decisions about their future.  

Wednesday 12 December was my first “Abbeyfield’s Got Talent” show. The quality of the student acts 

was exceptional; we have some very talented students. I have been so impressed with the drama  

performances this term, which included our production of “Taming of The Shrew” and watching the Year 

12 students showcase individual monologues and a really interesting devised group performance. I am 

really looking forward to “We Will Rock you” after last year’s fantastic production of “Wizard of Oz” which 

I came to see before I took up post as Principal. Our theatre wouldn’t be the professional facility it is  

without the hard work of Mr Walker-Glen and his student helpers.  

 

I watched the Sixth Formers in the Public Speaking school selection event who were all very well  

prepared and produced really interesting speeches. We were all very proud of Hens Freduah-Agemang, 

who went on to win the event at Trust Level and on the same day Ayo Arowolo came joint first in the  

essay writing competition with his insightful essay on social media.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and students for their hard work and commitment 

over the term and Parents/Carers for the support you give the school. I wish all within the Abbeyfield 

community a very Happy Christmas and look forward to a very positive and successful 2019.  

 

Siona Robson 

Principal 



        Day of Shakespeare 

CET Day of Shakespeare 

On 4
 
and 5

 
December Abbeyfield once again hosted the CET Shakespeare festival, with nine 

performances this year, accommodating two new schools to the academy community. This is 

my third time directing for this event and we went with something very different from last year’s 

dark political story of Julius Caesar. Tempting as it was to put a dark twist on the popular play 

The Taming of the Shrew, as it deals primarily with female obedience in relationships, it was 

written as a comedy so we went with it. That said, we chose to highlight the absurdity by flipping 

the gender of all the characters, so Bianca became Bianco, Katerina became just Kat and 

Petruchio became Petruchia. The result was an exploration of relationships in general and how 

people can bring out the best in each other. We set the production in a nightclub, using modern 

set, costumes and music to highlight how relevant Shakespeare’s writing still is today,       

something that this event is all about. The other schools delivered excellent performances too, 

especially Hart School’s circus themed “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “Macbeth” by Year 8 

and 9 students from Caister Academy in Norfolk. 

However, being a little biased myself, I was so impressed with how our cast of all ages and 

backgrounds, and not all drama students, worked together, committed to rehearsals, learned 

difficult lines and managed lots of decision changes along the way. The result was a funny, 

though-provoking and clearly spoken performance, allowing cast and audience to enjoy   

Shakespeare’s words on stage, just as he intended – although maybe not with the girls being in 

charge!  

We were very proud to be able to host the event for a third year running, using our unique    

theatre facilities, and our amazing technical support of Richard Walker-Glen and the minion 

crew, who worked tirelessly. All the visiting schools and representatives from Creative           

Education Trust were impressed with the professionalism and smooth running of the event. 

Bringing Shakespeare’s classic plays to life is hugely valuable for students of all ages and it is a 

great project to be a part of.  

Rachael Dedman – Director 



       Day of Shakespeare  

This term I’ve taken part in the school’s production of the ‘The Taming of The 

Shrew.’ I’ve found this to be incredibly motivating over the course of the term, as 

working as part of the team to create a show is something I’ve not done within 

school  before. I’ve been a part of productions out of school, but having now been 

a cast member within school, I wish I had been a part one of my school            

community’s production before. I’m really looking forward to performing the play 

and have appreciated the community sprit I’ve found outside of my sixth form and 

within the school as a whole.  

James Simkins – Year 13 cast member 

What the students say –  

I liked being in the play because I learnt a lot about each of the plays and how they 

can be interpreted differently. I also enjoyed getting to know the other cast      

members. Paris, Year 10 

Being a part of The Taming of the Shrew opened me up to loads of new              

experiences.  Erin, Year 10 

I enjoyed being able to explore different gender roles within a Shakespeare play 

that was very sexist! Lewis, Year 12 

For the second year of participating, it was a brilliant experience. Brodie, Year 10 

I enjoyed learning about Shakespeare’s language, especially with professional   

actor and director Katy Lewis, and getting a better understanding of what certain 

words mean. Summa, Year 9 

It was good to be able to learn a lot from the older students. Sahil, Year 7 

I enjoyed the experience of being able to develop my techniques and my 

knowledge of Shakespeare, and the whole performance experience with incredible 

strategies from a fearless director. Maxim Year 10 

I have loved working with older students and performing with them. I also loved 

watching the other performances and seeing their creative ideas. Summer, Year 9 

I learned a lot about how to read, write, speak and understand Shakespeare.      

Sidony, Year 10 

It is amazing how the themes and ideas are still relevant and how each school  

produced a completely different perception of it; nightclubs, circuses and        

classrooms. This has been an exciting, inspiring and unique experience. Jessica, 

Year 9 

 

 



       Student to appear in Alan Moore’s 

    new film ‘The Show’ 

Pictured above: Scarlett Teckman 

 

We are very proud to announce that a student from Abbeyfield, Scarlett Teckman 

7ASh has been cast in the new Alan Moore Film “The Show”.  

“Scarlett was invited to an open audition for a speaking part earlier in the year for 
Alan Moore’s movie ‘The Show’.  

For the audition she had to learn some lines and perform them for the director, 
Mitch Jenkins.  The auditions were in Northampton and she was up against some 
very stiff competition, so was thrilled to receive a call at the beginning of the        
Autumn half term to tell her she had got the part.  

This is Scarlett’s first time on a movie set and it’s been very exciting performing 
alongside other actors and the film crew, having her hair and make up done, even 
having her own dressing room and being paid!  

‘The Show’ is still being filmed and will be edited and finalised before its release , 
so as yet, the release date is unconfirmed.’’  Scarlett’s Mum  

 



   Abbeyfield’s Got Talent 

On 12 December parents staff and students were treated to a fantastic night of entertainment. 

Act 1 saw excellent student performances, ranging from Year 8 to Year 13 judged by four  

members of staff (although some more qualified than others!).  All of the students made a great 

effort with their performances and the amount of work, which went into the rehearsals and  

arrangement of the evening, was evident from each performance. 

Act 2 saw the audience treated to Staff performances, including a Christmas message from Mr 

Franklin.  With a group performance from members of our Senior Leadership Team (including 

the Principal) and many members of teaching staff, which was a fabulous end to the evening.  

All of the Acts were brilliant and it was not easy to pick a favourite.  

The winning act – Ollie with “Supermarket Flowers” was a heart-warming performance, and there 

were not many dry eyes in the audience when he dedicated his performance to a member of his 

family with a gift of flowers, simply stunning! Mrs Pearce - Receptionist 

 

 



      Abbeyfield’s Got Talent 

Ollie’s Flowers Bring Home AGT Glory 

 

Ollie Evans is this year’s Abbeyfield’s Got Talent winner after an emotional and   

endearing tribute to his grandmother singing Ed Sheeran’s ‘Supermarket         

Flowers’.  Ollie brought the house down on one of Abbeyfield’s biggest nights as he 

cemented his legacy as one of the most successful contestants in the show’s      

history.  Rosie Barton, in Year 8, and the dance act ‘Blood Sister’s’ completed the 

podium places and will no doubt be early favourites for next year’s competition.  

As ever, no night is ever complete without seeing the ‘talent’ on show among the 

Abbeyfield staff.  This year saw outstanding individual performances from Mr 

Franklin and Mr Bird wow fans before the show piece staff dance completed the 

evening; an event Mr Hall, from the judging panel, likened to seeing the circus 

come to town! 

Mr Hunt - Director of Learning, English 

 

I was delighted to be invited to Abbeyfield’s Got Talent this year as a guest judge; 

usually I am a keen member of the audience. Every year I am blown away by the 

talent in the school and this year was no exception.  

 

The students performed to the usual high standard we have come to expect from 

Abbeyfield and it must have been a difficult decision for the audience to choose the 

winner.  Ollie however deserved to win with a beautiful tribute to his grandmother, 

there was not a dry eye in the house.  

  

I look forward to seeing what our students produce at AGT 2019! 

 

Mrs Gledhill– Teacher of Maths 



           Mr Beezy 

On 1 November 2018 Abbeyfield School welcomed Mr Beezy, he is a 
motivational public speaker who goes to events at schools to encourage 
students to find inspiration in themselves.  

Year 11 experienced his talk about how if there’s “no grind” there’s “no 
glory” and to find their “why” in life to keep them motivated until results 
day.  

A small selection of students then took part in a workshop to discuss 
things that hold them back and to discover new revision tools to help 
them in their independent revision.  

Students responded well to his charisma and down to earth personality 
and it helped them to give feedback such as: “he made me realise how 
much time I’m wasting in lesson, I need to knuckle down”. The           
students were heard discussing the assembly and wished they could all 
stay for the workshop at the end and it helped to motivate them in their            
upcoming mock exams.  

Miss McMahon, English Teacher 



      Senior Maths Challenge 

Students at Abbeyfield School achieved 1 silver and 9 bronze awards in 
this year’s UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. 

Over 80,000 pupils from across the UK returned scripts for the Senior 
Maths Challenge with the top 10% receiving a gold certificate, the next 
20% silver and the next 30% bronze. Pictured are the students who 
achieved one of these awards. Congratulations to those who took part. 

The Senior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust and is 
supported by the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries. It is aimed at those in 
Year 13 and below and is sat in schools. 

For further information contact:  

Mrs Terry, Maths Teacher 

Pictured Above: L-R Kamil Ebanks, Millie Challoner, Zachary Taylor, 

Rish Lassen, Georgia Brown, Hens Freduah-Agyemang, Jamie 

Vaughan and Monica Balasca. 



          Performing Arts 

It’s been a busy term in Performing Arts filled with rehearsals and performances and 
many more planned for the year. 
 
November saw our Year 12 Drama and Theatre students perform in ‘Grimm Tales’ in 
which students performed a monologue which explored storytelling through the use 
of multi-role and physical and vocal expression.  Students also performed a group 
performance of ‘Lungs’, a play originally written for 2 actors and we explored in it 
groups of 8 due to the universal themes and issues everyone experiences. 
 
The start of December, saw yet another successful production as part of the CET 
Shakespeare 4x4 day in which students from Year 7 up to Year 13 performed in a 
contemporary and engaging version of ‘The Taming of the Shrew.’  Well done to 
everyone involved. 
 
Abbeyfield’s Got Talent is always a calendar favourite and once again there were 
many stand out performances and it was great to see so many audience members 
cheering everyone on.  The Music Christmas concert was also a lovely evening and 
got us all in the Christmas mood. 
 
Meanwhile rehearsals are now in full swing for ‘We Will Rock You’ and we are        
excited for you to see what promises to be a spectacular and thrilling production in 
July 2019.  
 
 
Mr D Routledge and Mrs V Thomas– Directors of Learning-Performing Arts 



         Upcoming Events 

The Drama Club – Mondays 3.15pm-4pm, in PA 3 – have been rehearsing for 
their exciting performance at The Christmas Carol Concert on Tuesday 18        
December. They really would appreciate a full theatre to show off their skills to. If 
you would like to book tickets they are available on the school booking system link 
on the school website www.abbeyfieldschool.org.uk.  We look forward to seeing 
you all there. 

Miss Peilow and Mrs Casey 

 

BEBRAS NATIONAL COMPUTATIONAL  

THINKING CHALLENGE 

 

Between November 5 and 16 this term, students at Abbeyfield School took part in 
the UK Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge. This online assessment was  
delivered during Years 7 to 13 Computer Science & IT lessons, alongside roughly 
200,000 other students nationally. The purpose behind the annual competition is to 
test a students’ ability to think logically and demonstrates key skills involved in    
programming and problem solving.  

Students that achieved a distinction grade will be issued with an official Bebras    
certificate and a special congratulations to the following ‘Best in School’ students 
at each challenge level: 

William Street: Juniors (age 10-12) 

Alex Miles-Thom: Intermediate (age 12-14) 

Charlie Martin: Seniors (age 14-16) 

Alin Enache: Elite (age 16-18)  

Out of the 520 students that took part in the challenge at Abbeyfield School, 32 
have been identified amongst the top 10% for their age category nationally and 
now invited to take part in the 2019 TCS Oxford Computing Challenge, run by   
Professor Peter Millican from University of Oxford between the 4 to 8

 
March 2019 

(more details to follow shortly). 

Well done to everyone who participated, we look forward next years’ challenge! 

Mr Benjamin Anderson 

Head of Computer Science and IT 



            Useful Information 

 

 TARGET Helpline  

Operates Mondays & Fridays 4.30pm-8.00pm  

Mobile: 07718 003219 (WhatsApp available)  

Email: target@servicesix.co.uk  

Website: www.servicesix.co.uk  

Facebook: Ollie Target  

Follow us on:  

Twitter: @ServiceSix1  

House Party’s recommended age: 9 years plus  

Description: a group video chat app that allows you to connect 

with up to eight people at a time. Alerts are sent through when your 

friends are ‘in the house'. It boasts it has over 1 million users daily.  

Concerns: stranger contact, ability to chat with anyone,     

leaving chat rooms unsecure, inappropriate videos, screenshots of 

videos, graphic content, private chat and image exchange, location 

PopJam’s recommended age: 7 years plus  

Description: portrayed as a social media platform for 7-12 

year old’s, where they can primarily create and share art and 

photos. They can also watch specially selected videos, take 

quizzes, play games and discover and follow others.  

Concerns: stranger contact, fake profiles, disclosure of    

personal information, inappropriate images, inappropriate            

language, bullying  

The beginning of November saw the first edition of the TARGET Newsletter launch, this is to 

help young people with dangers online, below is some useful information for parents and        

students. 



          Jeans for Genes 

On Friday 21 September the students and teachers were invited to wear jeans for 
this event and to donate a pound or two to this wonderful cause. 

There are around 6,000 genetic disorders. 

It is estimated that one in 25 children is affected by a genetic disorder. 30,000     
babies and children are newly diagnosed in the UK each year. 

Some genetic disorders are apparent at birth while others are diagnosed at          
different stages throughout childhood, and sometimes into adolescence. Many 
thanks to all students and teachers that took part and donated.– Mrs Ayres 

With this poignant moment of the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War1 

we would like to say a huge thank you to all who purchased a poppy from           

Reception or at tutor time from the wonderful students who very kindly brought 

them round. 

Abbeyfield Community Project commemorated the 100 years since the end of 
World War 1 in 1918 by making and displaying Poppies in school.  
 
Pictured Below: Adrian Duka Year 10 

       Arron Slough Year 8  Carl Johansson Year 8 



    The Rucksack Challenge 

This term, Abbeyfield School are working with Community Court Yard, a Local Charity to help 
people in Northampton who are homeless and living on the streets. 

Rucksacks were being collected and filled with essential items such as warm clothes, underwear 
and bedding and non-perishable food. This term we have been busy collecting donations for the 
homeless in Northampton. Each Tutor Group were challenged to donate and fill a Rucksack filled 
with specific essentials.  

The Rucksack Project was a great success, the amount of donations received from some  
individuals and Tutor groups was outstanding. Thank you to all of the students and staff who 
made the effort to contribute towards the project.  
 
On Friday and Saturday (7 and 8 December) 200 Rucksacks filled with essentials were handed 
out in the town centre to people living on the streets. 120 of those Rucksacks came from         
Abbeyfield School.  

This project has also been a House Competition. Each student received 10 Vivos per bag        
donated by their Tutor Group. Muir came in third place, Cooper second and Brunel won the            
competition. Some Tutor Groups worked particularly hard towards this project, 7KGs, 8RSt and 
8IGi all contributed a significant amount of donations.  

Mrs Ayres 

Mr Hall -  

Muir have finally been dethroned by Cooper.  Well done Cooper students for all 
your hard work and effort. There's only a few hundred vivos between Muir and 
Cooper so keep earning those vivos this week to extend your lead Cooper         
students. Davy remain in solid third while Brunel continues to beat Jones for fourth 
place.  

             House News 



 

          T-Shirt Competition 

Design a T-Shirt Competition - Organised by The Anti Bully Ambassadors   

Year 7 students were invited to design a T-Shirt for Anti Bully Week  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

“Abbeyfield Rocks” 

The Anti Bully Ambassadors hid 

these rocks in year 7 lessons. They 

were encouraged to return them to an                            

Anti-Bully Ambassador in exchange for a prize. 

                         #notimeforbullying 

 

            1st Prize   

Denisa Lixandru  

      2nd
 Prize 

Millie De-Terville  

3
rd

 Prize 

Jake Thomas  



         Student Success 

YEAR 10 STUDENT PRESENTED WITH AWARD FROM 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE POLICE  

A massive congratulation's to Year 10 student   
Holly Massey (10RHe) who was awarded the Unit  
Cadet of the Year. The award was presented by the new 
Chief Constable of Northamptonshire Police Nick Adderley. 
Holly was awarded Cadet of the Year at the Northampton 
unit of the Northamptonshire Emergency Services         
Cadets.  The award was given due to her reliability,      
dedication and commitment to the unit, high uniform  
standard and level of presentation, her initiative in           
coordinating community projects, her high level of          
volunteering in the community (over 80 hours in a 10 
month period) and her ability to take the lead and help out 
within the unit. 

 

               Job Vacancy    

Wanted: Exam Invigilators & Readers/Scribes 
 

We are currently looking to recruit Exam Invigilators, as well as Read-
ers and Scribes to support students use in their exams. These are paid 
roles, on a casual basis as required during exam seasons.   

 
Successful candidates will join our existing team, starting with our Year 
11 Pre Public Exams (PPEs) which commence in March 2019. Full 
training will be provided and as such previous experience is not  
necessary. 
 
The closing date for applications is Monday 14 January 2019.  Please 
go to the Abbeyfield School website for further details and an  
application form. 



Congratulations and well done to the new Anti-Bullying Ambassador volunteers 

who have successfully completed  their training– Mrs Ling, Head of Welfare 

  Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

         GOALS Soccer Centre  
 

 

 

A reminder to any students playing football at GOALS Soccer Centre, you will 

NOT be able to wear football boots during PE or break times. With the cold 

weather now upon us you will need to wear your plain black jumpers                 

(NO HOODIES PLEASE).  

Mr Gibbs – Director of Learning PE 



         Wellbeing Event 

To recognise World Mental Health Day, we held an event Break B on Wednesday 

10 October, we walked round the school field promoting walking and talking as a 

positives way to promote well-being. Thank you to all students that took part. 

Mrs Ling – Head of Welfare 



          

 

 
On the 16

 
October all A Level Computer Science students were out of school  

visiting the National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park in Milton Keynes.  
  

During the day, students had the opportunity to discover 
and explore the history of computing, especially how       
Colossus was used to crack the Lorenz Cipher during 
World War II. Students also saw the inner working of the 
oldest computer that is still running to this day, called the 
‘Witch’. This computer was built in the 1950s, with the      
intention of using it the start-up of Nuclear Reactors.  

 

Students also got an insight on the coding of the artificial 
intelligence used in Siri, Cortana and Google                    
Assistant.  The museum also provided a presentation to the 
group looking into Virtual Reality and how VR allows a user 
to break free from the limitations of the border and what the 
potential technological advancements are on the near   
horizon. Students came away from the visit with a further 
understanding of how computer science has been and can 
be applied into various aspects of human life. 

 

Mrs Iram Gilani 

Learning Leader of Computer Science 

            Computer Science 



          Sixth Form News 

 

 

My first term as Head of Sixth Form has 

been a busy one! I see this role as a privilege, 

the chance to have a real impact on the final 

stage of education for our young people before 

they begin the rest of their lives, be it at        

university, starting an apprenticeship, getting a 

job or going off to explore the big wide world.  

It is important to me that the sixth form does not sit separately from the rest of the school, but        

integrates within the whole school community, providing support for our younger students, role  

models to look up to and learn from. The community service and tutor support that Year 12 and 

13 students do is a big part of that. I see in my own classroom, the magic that happens when an 

experienced Year 12 Drama student helps a group of Year 7s create and shape and improve 

their performances and I know that’s happening just as effectively across the rest of the school. 

With Year 12 this term has been about settling in to the challenges of being an A level student. 

Having extra time can be a curse as well as a bonus, with so much extra work to do! Year 13s 

have been thinking hard about what they plan to do when they leave us and as I write this we 

have sent off 34 university applications to institutions including Oxford and Cambridge and lots 

of other excellent places. Three of our students have interviews at Oxford and Cambridge in the 

next week or so and we wish them lots of luck. 

Year 13 aren’t the only ones planning ahead; We have also started to look forwards to next year 

with Year 11, holding our sixth form information evening. On first impressions, I am excited by 

the enthusiasm, intelligence and potential of the incoming cohort, and can’t wait to get to know 

them all as the application process continues. I wish them lots of luck with their PPEs, revision, 

controlled assessment and real GCSE exams, which will come around in no time! 

So far this year we have also had competitions with other schools in our trust for public speaking 

and essay writing, taking students to London for the final. We held our annual Halloween social 

event and the committees are busy planning the rest of the year, including Prom! Our Friday  

afternoon programme has successfully kicked off, with students enhancing their school             

experience with visits to two residential care homes for the elderly, volunteering at Delapre    

Abbey and using the facilities at Goal and Danes Camp. I am so proud of our young people   

taking on board the opportunities that our staff work hard to provide. It makes me confident that 

we are sending our students into the world as the best versions of themselves they can be!  

Rachael Dedman 

Head of Sixth Form 



          Sixth Form News 

CET Public Speaking and Essay Writing competition – Abbeyfield 

wins the double! 

On Wednesday 28  November we took 11 students to Swedenborg 

House in London for the annual competition held by our academy trust 

CET, offering students the chance to develop writing and oral skills. We 

were excited to be taking essay finalists, more than any of the other 

schools, and we were rewarded with a win for Ayo Arowolo with his 

piece on social media. For public speaking we had conducted our own 

semi-final here, with five candidates speaking on the set topic “Spoilt 

for Choice”. Henschel Freduah-Agyemang had wowed our judges with 

an excellent speech on making good choices and appreciating our right 

to do so. The judging panel in London, including top barrister, Hashi  

Mohamed, were also impressed and awarded Henschel the prize. Both 

young men, as well as all the students, had an excellent day and were 

proud to represent the school so well. Here’s to retaining our title next 

year!  

Mrs R Dedman 

The process began with a launch day hosted by Abbeyfield, spent 

brainstorming ideas, discussing different topics and receiving advice 

from the CET team and previous winners. I had the chance to discuss 

ideas with a previous winner which was most interesting. With months 

to write a first draft I was able to enjoy the writing and produce      

something reflecting my best work. The feedback and advice from   

novelist and operatic singer Harriet Goodwin was very useful and I    

enjoyed learning about her journey as a writer and receiving notes from 

such a learned individual. The next feedback came from Emily     

Campbell and was the harshest comments ever given on a piece of my 

work – although I had to agree with them! As a shortlisted writer, I     

attended Swedenborg House, Bloomsbury, for the final of the essay 

writing and public speaking competitions. The venue met my high     

expectations following the CET creative project and the panel of judges 

were exceptional. With speeches covering topics from World War Two 

to the fashion industry, the public speaking finalists were excellent, and 

it was great to support our finalist. Hashi Mohamed, the guest speaker, 

gave a very powerful speech and even convinced me to start learning      

German! There was a moment of pride and surprise as Abbeyfield was 

announced as the winner of both competitions. Overall, in spite of the 

challenges along the way, this has been a very valuable and enjoyable 

experience; I have become a better writer.  

By Laura Read, Year 13 Essay Finalist 

 

 

Ayo Arowolo– Winner of 

the Essay Writing      

Competition 

Henschel Freduah– 

Agyemang– Winner of 

the Public Speaking. 



        Sixth Form News 

 

Upcoming Events … 

Christmas Social event – Friday 14 December 

Ice Skating and Shopping trip to Milton Keynes – Monday 17
 
December 

Online sixth form applications for Year 11 – January 2019– date TBC – watch 

the website! 

Final Deadline for university applications – Friday 4
 
January 2019 

 

In tutor time we have … 

 Made a conscious effort to talk to year 12 students and become one solid 
group – Portia, Year 13 

 Learnt how to iron and change sheets as part of life skills – Maggie, Year 12 
 Completed a driving theory test as people prepare to take them              

Tyree, Year 12 
 I’ve learnt to change a nappies as a part of life skills– Natalia, Year 13 
 Tutor time has taught me skills like managing money e.g. that I can take on to 

university – James, Year 13 
 Helped to shape the school’s core values – Henschel, Year 12  
 Learned how to budget – Corina, Year 13 
 Gathered things for the rucksack project – a charity project to support the 

homeless – Anelie, Year 12 

Student leadership says … 

A Few words from Oliver Evans, Year 13, Davy Prefect 

My time in sixth form has been truly eye-opening, suddenly there is the need to 

become an independent student. The opportunities in sixth form help set you up 

for life, from social gatherings to high rope antics, you welcomed with opened 

arms, with many opportunities allowing you to know your peers. A Levels are     

difficult, but who said they weren’t? To become successful you need to work hard 

and challenge yourself in an environment that is both professional and personal, 

and this is what sixth form allows you to do. Your successful journey into life starts 

here. The difficulty of the work has often been described as harder than a         

University Degree, but teachers are there to support you every step of the way 

through your time in Year 12 and in Year 13.  

 

 



        Sixth Form News 

This term I have …  

 “ Found sixth form challenging, but I feel like I have progressed in all of my       

subjects.” Jessica, Year 12 

 

“ Enjoyed my biology lessons.” Ashraf, Year 12 

 

“ Found sixth form hard but I am trying to work hard in all my subjects.”  

Hetvi, Year 12 

 

“ Found some elements challenging but my subject teachers have helped in any 

way possible.”  

Bethan, Year 13 

 

“ Independently got through some of the year two psychology content.”  

Ellie, Year 13 

 

“ Got a place at my dream university.”  

Trinity, Year 13 

 

“Given year 10 advice about Sixth Form in tutor support.”  

Corina, Year 13 

 

“Helped organise a winter social.”  

Jake, Year 13 

 

“Taken part in the public speaking and it helped to build my confidence.”  

Ellana, Year 12 



 Abbeyfield School

    Sports News  

Indoor Athletics Competitions 

On Monday 19 November saw our Year 7 students take part in the Town Indoor Athletics  
Competition held at Northampton School for Girls.  After many notable performances including 
the boys winning the Obstacle Relay and Paarlauf events and the girls also being victorious in 
the Obstacle Relay, Abbeyfield finished third in both the boys’ and girls’ competitions. Well 
done to all those students who represented the school. 

Well done to all Year 7 who competed. Mr Gibbs-Director of Learning, PE 

On Monday 26 November it was the Year 8 students turn to show what they’re made of this 

time at Northampton International Academy and the Sportshall Event. A really good effort  by 

both the girls and boys with a 3rd and 4th finish. Mrs Pearse, PE 

Girls Rank Boys 

MAA 1st
 NIA 

NSG 2nd
 Northampton Academy 

Northampton Academy 3rd
 Abbeyfield/ The Duston School 

Abbeyfield 4th
   

Wootton Park 5th
 Wootton Park 

The Duston School 6th
 St. Peters 

NIA 7th
 MAA 

Thomas Becket 8th
   

St. Peters 9th
   

Girls Rank Boys 

NSG 1st
 NSB 

NIA 2nd
 MAA 

Abbeyfield 3rd
 Abbeyfield 

Northampton Academy 4th
 Northampton Academy 

The Duston School 5th
 NIA 

Kingsthorpe College 6th
 The Duston School 

Wootton Park 7th
 Wootton Park 

MAA 8th
 Thomas Becket 

Thomas Becket 9th
 Kingsthorpe College 



        The Duke of  

        Edinburgh’s Award 

 

 
 

 

This term saw the beginning of the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme for 
our current Year 9 and 10s.  

A massive 42 students have signed up this year to be part of this      
prestigious award! Many students have been busy engaging in activities 
in school and outside of school. They will be focusing on four different 
sections: physical, skill, volunteering and an expedition. Through these 
students will be showing a various range of skills, which include           
resilience, initiative, communication, organisation, determination and 
care. These skills are vital to all aspects in life and looks amazing when        
applying for jobs! I am looking forward to a very successful year in terms 
of The Duke of Edinburgh!  

(Students… do not forget to log all of your activities on                   
https://www.dofe.org/e-dofe for approval!)  

 

Mr Smart– Duke of Edinburgh Award Manager 

https://www.dofe.org/e-dofe

