
Abbeyfield School  

 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy  
Catch-up Premium 2018-2019 

 

Overview of Funding 

 

The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium provides state-funded schools with 

additional funding to support Year 7 pupils who did not achieve the expected 

standard in Reading or Maths at the end of key stage 2 (KS2). The criteria for this 

additional support is a standardised score of less than 100 in either English or 

Maths. (A standardised score of 100 is considered the indication of a student 

being ‘school ready’).  

 

Abbeyfield School’s Catch-Up Funding Objectives 

 

• To ensure catch-up students make rapid improvement in English and 

reach the expected standard for all Year 7 students   

• To improve students’ basic literacy skills to a level in line with their peers 

• To ensure all catch-up students in Year 7 are able to access written texts 

across the whole curriculum 

• To improve students’ confidence and engagement in English  

• To ensure catch-up students make rapid improvement in Maths and reach 

the expected standard for all Year 7 students   

• To ensure catch-up students’ have a firm understanding of abstract Maths 

language to ensure the curriculum is accessible 

• To improve students’ confidence and engagement in Maths  

 

The school must ensure that catch-up funding is strategically used to support this 

specific cohort of Year 7 students. The school must decide how this money should 

be spent to maximise opportunities for learning. They should take into account 

the backgrounds, needs and experiences of students, to appropriately match 

support. 

 

All members of the school’s leadership team have a key responsibility for raising 

the attainment, achievement and aspirations of all students; and within that, catch-

up students. Key members of staff including the Head of Maths; Head of English, 

the Special needs Coordinator and the Level-Up Manager have responsibility to 

ensure that these students make rapid and sustained progress in English and 

Maths, during Year 7, given their starting points.  

 

All teachers are expected to use data that is made available to them, and data 

from regular formative assessments and marking to ensure that learning is well 

planned and delivered to meet the needs of these students. They are expected to 

have identified students who did not reach the expected standard at KS2 so 

initiatives can be appropriately targeted. Teachers are expected to consistently 

provide high quality feedback to improve student outcomes and to accelerate 

progress.  
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Identifying Gaps 

The school has KS2 SATs data for each student upon entry in Year 7; this is 

analysed to identify students who did not reach the expected standard in English, 

Maths or both subjects.  

 

The school completes baseline assessments for basic literacy skills including 

reading, spelling, reading for meaning and handwriting skills. This data is used to 

plan high quality targeted interventions.  

 

Students also complete a baseline assessment for English and Maths and this 

information is used to set students and ensure these ability sets are appropriately 

staffed with specialised teachers.  

 

 

 2017-2018 2018-2019 

Total number of students on role 

 
235 240 

Number of students who did not meet 

expected standard at KS2 

(gained a standardised score of between 95-99) 

Reading 

32 

Maths 

31 

Reading 

34 

Maths 

36 

Number of students who did not meet 

expected standard at KS2 

(gained a standardised score of 94 or below) 

Reading  

31 

Maths  

21 

Reading  

36  

Maths  

28 

Total amount of Catch-Up funding 

received 

 

£23,107 £23,500 

 

 

How the school intends to spend the funding 2018-2019: 

 

The school’s Level-Up provision provides students who have scores 94 or less 

with small group or 1-1 support in the following areas: 

 

• Daily access to the Lexia Power Up programme to improve literacy skills 

• Sight word reading and phonics skills support through the Unlocking 
Reading programme 

• Reading comprehension support through the Book Circle programme 

• Spelling support using a range of phonics resources and the online 
Spelling Shed programme accessible at school and at home for extra 
revision 

• Handwriting support through the Kinetic Letters programme 
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• Maths support to improve basic skills, understanding of mathematical 
concepts and language; using a range of concrete resources and the 
online Maths Shed programme which is accessible at school and at home 
for extra revision  

 

In addition to this support the school also has smaller class sizes in Year 7 with a 

specialist teacher delivering a bespoke scheme of work which incorporates 

English, Geography, History. 
 
Students’ progress is tracked throughout the year, at each assessment point. 
Progress in English, Maths and basic literacy skills is regularly reported to parents 
through Individual Education Plans.  
 
The Level-Up team meet regularly to discuss students’ progress, and 
interventions are individually tailored to ensure they are making rapid and 
sustained progress.  
 
To support all students who have standardised scores less than 100 the following 
additional strategies are in place. 
 

In English:  

• Specialist teaching 

• Extra access to the Accelerated Reader programme and library sessions 

to work on improving reading skills 

• Set texts varied to suit the needs of lower ability students weekly  with 

lower ability key stage 3 readers 

 

In Maths: 

• Specialised teaching 

• Use of Numicon (concrete resources to promote understanding of abstract 

concepts) 

• Mastery style lessons and resources 

• Furtherraining for staff in teaching for Mastery 

• Times Tables Rock Stars (daily programme to improve times tables recall)  

• Exit tickets to check understanding of each topic 

• Primary resources when required 
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Year 7 Catch Up Funding – Report 2017-18 
 

Students who did not reach the expected standard at KS2 were identified. Their 

basic literacy and numeracy skills were assessed upon entry in to Year 7. A range 

of 1-1 and small group interventions were planned and delivered by the Level-Up 

team to improve skills and drive rapid and sustained progress to raise standards.  

 

The table below provides a summary of the support for Catch-Up students in Year 

7 in 2017-2108, how each intervention or approach has been monitored, its 

success criteria, the approximate cost and impact.  

 

Impact 2017-18 

 

Level Up Provision 

students 94 or less 

Above Expected 

(End of Yr 7) 

Expected  

(End of Yr 7) 

Below Expected  

(End of Yr 7) 

English (31 students) 9 31 0 

Maths (21 students) 18 21 0 

The above students also made on average 26.76 months of progress in their reading  

 

Other interventions 

95 – 99 students 

Above Expected 

(End of Yr 7) 

Expected 

 (End of Yr 7) 

Below Expected  

(End of Yr 7) 

English (32 students) 11 31 1 

Maths (31 students) 13 30 1 

 

 

Action Monitoring Success Criteria Cost Impact 

Specialised 

English 

teaching  

 

Monitored by the Head of 

English through 

performance appraisal 

targets, lesson 

observations, book 

scrutinies and progress  

 

Students make 

accelerated progress 

in their English 

grades 

£4650 Lessons showed 

students making good 

or better  progress 

Extra access 

to the 

Accelerated 

Reader 

programme  

 

Accelerated Reading 

programme data monitored 

by the Librarian and Head 

of English 

Extra lessons for 

Catch-Up students 

timetabled. 

 

£800 Students made 

progress and move 

through the programme 

stages 

Set texts are 

varied to suit 

Head of English Students study books 

that are accessible, 

£450 Students engaged in 

lessons and made 
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the needs of 

lower ability 

students 

 

interesting and 

improve skills  

progress in analysis of 

a text 

6th form buddy 

reading group 

where 6th form 

students work 

with lower 

ability readers 

 

Head of English and Head 

of 6th Form 

Books purchased and 

sessions attended 

with all students 

participating 

£100 Students reading for 

pleasure, and had 

opportunities to read 

out loud with older 

students 

Specialised 

teaching in 

Maths 

 

Monitored by the Head of 

Maths through 

performance appraisal 

targets, lesson 

observations, book 

scrutinies and progress 

 

Students make 

accelerated progress 

in their Maths grades 

£4650 Students made 

progress  

Use of 

Numicon  

 

Available to all Maths 

teachers to use as 

required 

Students improve 

their understanding of 

abstract maths 

concepts 

 

£200  

Times Tables 

Rock Stars  

KS3 Maths Coordinator  Used by staff in 

lessons 

£300 Improved timestable 

recall skills, and mental 

maths skills 

 

Mastery style 

lessons 

introduced 

 

KS3 Maths Coordinator Master scheme of 

Learning in place and 

staff training 

£240 Observations showed 

that students are able 

to link learning and 

concepts across the 

subject 

 

Exit tickets to 

check 

understanding 

of each topic 

 

KS3 Maths Coordinator All staff have a supply 

of exit tickets and are 

using these to best 

effect following 

training 

£500 Progress and 

understanding checked 

systematically to inform 

planning and teaching 

Daily access to 

the Lexia 

Power Up  

Level-Up Manager has a 

regular overview of student 

usage, and progress 

 

Students accessing 

the software 

Improved reading, 

spelling, 

£2500  
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comprehension and 

grammar skills 

Unlocking 

Reading 

programme 

 

Level Up Manager through 

support staff performance 

appraisals, book scrutinies 

and regular team meetings 

 

Improved sight word 

reading skills 

£2200  

Book Circle 

programme 

 

Level Up Manager through 

support staff performance 

appraisals, book scrutinies 

and regular team meetings 

 

Improved reading for 

meaning skills which 

are being transferred 

to all subjects 

£2200  

Spelling 

support 

including 

Spelling Shed  

 

Level Up Manager through 

support staff performance 

appraisals, book scrutinies 

and regular team meetings 

 

Improved spelling 

skills which are being 

transferred to all 

subjects 

£600  

Kinetic Letters 

programme 

 

Level Up Manager through 

support staff performance 

appraisals, book scrutinies 

and regular team meetings 

 

Improved handwriting 

skills which are being 

transferred to all 

subjects 

£860  

Maths support 

to improve 

basic skills, 

understanding 

of 

mathematical 

concepts and 

language 

Level Up Manager through 

support staff performance 

appraisals, book scrutinies 

and regular team meetings 

Improved Maths skills 

which are being 

transferred to 

mainstream Maths 

lessons. Rapid and 

sustained progress in 

maths attainment 

£2730  

Kinetic Letter 

Training for all 

staff 

Delivered by the Level-Up 

Manager 

All staff have an 

overview of the 

Kinetic Letters 

handwriting 

programme and can 

support students in 

class with pen grip, 

desk organisation etc  

 

£127 Staff trained 

  Total Spend £23,107  

 

 


