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Editors Note: The Abbeyfield Echo is a 
student run project which aims to provide a 
place where students are able to write for 
something other than exams and essays. We 
also love to showcase the amazing talent 
within our school and update everyone on 
the events of the past term. The project is 
run by numerous student volunteers who are 
responsible for content, art and digital for-
matting. This edition will cover the first term 
of the 2019-2020 academic year and will re-
count the charity events held, life in the sixth 

form and any other extra-curriculars such as the school production of Ad-
ams Family. In addition, we feature creative content from students in the 
form of non-fiction articles, creative writing pieces and art.  
               Tyler Thorpe 
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It was a pleasure to interview the amazing students who 

have made it to the final of Abbeyfield's Got Talent. AGT is 

such a celebrated event that sells out each year. The first act 

of this sensational night of music, dance and drama will en-

compass spectacular performances from a range of ages of 

students, from year 7 to 13. In the interval, the audience will 

have a chance to vote for their favourite act and can then 

enjoy the staff and sixth form performances before the win-

ner is announced at the end.  

Freya Browett- Freya Browett, year 8,is a conscientious, dedi-

cated student who has a gift for the performing arts. Her per-

formance of "Say you won't let go" is sure to move hearts 

and bring the audience close to tears as she sings for her 

mum's friend who passed away. What makes Freya so talent-

ed is not just her amazing voice but by how much emotion 

she puts into the lyrics.  

Noah Walsh- The audience's breath will be taken away as 

Noah Walsh performs "Living on a prayer" for his Grandma's 

birthday. The upbeat nature of this song allows him to ex-

press himself and he is a joy to watch. This performance is 

sure to get the whole theatre clapping along.  

As part of the upcoming Abbeyfield’s Got Talent we sent our reporter Jessica Hackett, year 9 to 

meet and interview the event’s stars: 

Vidi Kalsi- The brilliant Vidi Kalsi first found her love for sing-

ing when, at 1, she performed to her Uncle after he came all 

the way from Greece to meet her. Vidi's song choice is 

"Paper Hearts" which she says is a powerful love song which 

the songwriter wrote about her own experiences. This per-

formance is dedicated to her mother, who has supported 

her and given her confidence throughout her singing jour-

ney. For Vidi's age, she has a phenomenal level of musicality 

and performance. 

Saffron and Abi- For someone who has been playing the 

piano for only a year, Saffron possess exceptional musical 

talent and, coupled with Abi's natural dancing abilities, this 

performance will stun and delight. Abi has been dancing 

since the age of 8, ever since she discovered that music had 

a story that she wanted to express through dance. They are 

performing to the much loved song "When the Partie's 

over". They have put in a huge amount of work to make this 

the best performance of their lives. 

Faith Hammersly- singing "Fly me to the moon" is the tal-

ented Faith Hammersly who has excelled at singing after 

discovering that it was something she loved and had a flair 

for. Faith got into singing in primary school when she per-

formed in their school talent show. I'm sure you'll agree that 

Faith's voice is unique and mesmerising and that this perfor-

mance is something that will take a lot of courage to do. 

Listening to Faith sing is such a privilege and this song com-

pliments her voice perfectly.  

Josh Norman- if anyobe can tackle "Someone you loved" it's 

Josh Norman! Josh has been practicing extremely hard to 

make this performance memorable and poignent and he is 

sure to achieve that on the night. It takes a certain level of 

excellence to pull off such a classic, well known song and 

Josh has certainly got what it takes to make this an unfor-

gettable performance.  



Tree and Maggie- It's a real honour to have some of our 

sixth formers showcasing their talent at AGT. Tyree and 

Maggie have taken part in countless Abbeyfield's shows and 

have been extremely valuable members of the senior dance 

company even mentoring younger students. What really 

captures the audience's attention is not only their technical 

precision and beautiful choreography but their abililty to 

perform with such emotion resulting in every audience 

member being on the edge of their seats.  

Anais- Singing and playing "Riptide" is Anais. Anais expressed 

that she chose this song because it's upbeat and she plays it 

to her family all the time. "They really enjoy." she said "and I 

hope everyone else will too!" Anais performs with her heart 

and soul and always practises so hard to do the best she can. 

Abbeyfield's Got Talent is the perfect opportunity for her to 

finally take her gift of music somewhere.  

Ben and Luke- This gifted duo of sixth formers will have eve-

ryone on their feet and singing along when they take to the 

stage. The audience can look forward to an upbeat, musical 

performance as Ben and Luke perform together as a band. 

These too accomplished musicians have been a part of many 

school shows in their time at Abbeyfield, including perform-

ing in the excellence show and the Christmas concert each 

year.  

Rosie- Rosie's performance will dazzle and amaze. This gifted 

young singer performed at AGT last year, wowing the audi-

ence with her beautiful voice. What makes Rose's voice so 

unique is her ability to hit higher notes without becoming 

quieter or slightly off key, resulting in an amazing, polished 

performance.  

 

This year’s performance of Abbeyfield's Got Talent has so 

many excellent performances lined up that it is sure to be 

the best year yet! It's impossible to predict which of these 

elite acts will claim 1st prize. On behalf of all the students 

competing, the performing arts teachers and the faultless 

behind the scenes crew, I invite you all to this year's sure to 

stunning performance of Abbeyfield's Got Talent! For more 

information or to find out how to book tickets for this bril-

liant annual event (which will be held on the 11th of Decem-

ber) go to the school website.  

 

       Jessica Hackett 

Abbeyfield’s Got Talent Winners: Ben Knight and Lucas Frost pictured below. 



Abbeyfield’s Got Talent. 
Abbeyfield school has a varied and creative curriculum which is 

loved by the students. Both the size of the performing arts depart-
ment and the huge amounts of creativity within the school mean that 
shows like Abbeyfield’s Got Talent are held yearly to allow the stu-
dents to showcase their talents. These are put on throughout the 

year to give students the opportunity to develop their performance 
skills and show off their work to peers and parents. For this term, au-
ditions have been held for Abbeyfield’s Got Talent and the acts are 

now in rehearsal.  
              Tyler Thorpe 

AGT FINALISTS! 

Vidi Kalsi singing Paper Hearts— Coached by Miss Peilow. 

Faith Hammersly singing Someone You Loved  - Coached by 

Miss Peilow. 

Freya Brownette singing Say You Won’t Let Go. 

Paris Read, Amelia Robertson, Ella Gooze - Loss. 

Noah Walsh – Singing Livin’ On A Prayer – Coached by Mr Walker

-Glen. 

Rosie Barton – Singing Read All About it - Coached by Miss 

Sharp. 

Saffron Green & Abi Hunter – Piano and Dance Coach Abi – 

Coached by Miss Sylla. 

Anais Cooper-Wilkins – Can’t help falling in love - Coached by 

Miss Peilow. 

Tyree and Maggie – Dance - Coached by Miss Sharp. 

Ben and Luke – Band. 

Josh Norman - Coached by Mr Walker-Glen  



 

Abbeyfield school’s senior dance company is one of the many extra-

curricular activities students are able to take part in. For the Performing Arts 

clubs, auditions are usually required for students to earn their places. This is 

a valuable feature of the PA department as it allows the school’s performers 

to gain experience in audition processes which could become instrumental in 

their futures. This year’s senior dance company auditions have taken place 

and those that took part were required to learn challenging technique and 

short sequences of various styles for the head’s of the company to determine 

who would best be suited to the group. The sixth form leaders of the Compa-

ny are A level dance students who practice teaching skills, choreography and 

performance skills as well as developing their leadership abilities. All of this 

will push them to succeed in their chosen career paths. 

               Tyler Thorpe 

DANCE COMPANY 

Richard Alston Dance Company at 

Abbeyfield! 

On Friday the 25th of October, A Level Dancers and a select few 

GCSE students were invited to attend a four hour workshop to learn 

Alston technique and repertoire. The dancers were taught many short 

phrases that were high difficulty and high paced as well as learning a 

section from one of his pieces. 



 

Addams Family Cast. 

Tom Marshall  

As Gomez 
Lily Mooney Johnson 

as Morticia. 

Ellie Mills as 

Wednesday 

Jake Hodder 

as Pugsley. 

Freya Dunkley as  

Grandma 

Brodie Evans as  

Uncle Fester 

Max Palamaru as  

Lurch 

Lewis Stephens as Mal Beineke. 

Georgi Davies as Alice Beineke. 

Xander McAuley as Lu- By Marvellous Chukwu and Stefan Dogari 



Creative  

Creative learning day was great! We had a lot of ex-

tremely successful structures from all form groups 

built by the end of the day. All the students had fun 

(and enjoyed not doing normal lessons!). Three form 

groups won the competition and got sweets; the over-

all winners were Miss Couper form (7JCr). The other 

winners were Miss Thomas’ form and Mr Watts’ form 

(7KTs and 7CWs).  

Building 

Making the structures was enjoyable and a challenge 

as we had to utilize only the items we had and the 

items were limited. We had to break some of our con-

structions to make other ones. It was a competition 

between all year 7s. It was fun working with people 

who I don’t know The Final Challenge 

At the end we had a final, hard challenge: to make a 

famous landmark out of the rest of the materials we 

had. 7JCr’s winning construction was Tower Bridge. 

7KTs and 7CWs had extremely good designs and their 

explanation in assembly explained how they were able 

to work together as a team and use the resources left. 

 

By Sajidur Rahman and William Chadwick, Year 7 

The theme of the day 

was : 

STRUCTURE 



During the week that has just passed, there was 

a milestone of one year since one of the most 

dramatic football games that I, and the same 

could almost certainly be said for a majority of 

this generation of young football fans, have ever 

witnessed took place. Despite it being the even-

ing, the sun was still beating down relentlessly 

as thousands upon thousands gathered in homes, 

pubs or wherever there was a television and cold 

drinks, to tune in for the World Cup Round of 16 

tie between England and Colombia. 

After a relatively simple progression through the 

group stages, which included a 6-1 demolition 

of Panama, excitement was rife throughout the 

nation as England entered the knockout stages 

of the most famous sports competition in the 

world. Colombia were a tough opponent but if 

England could defeat the South American side, 

their path to the final could actually be an easier 

one than anyone could have anticipated at the 

beginning of the tournament (especially after 

Spain were knocked out by Russia a few days 

earlier) and some Englishmen were starting to 

let themselves believe that England could go all 

the way. This belief was usually expressed in the 

form of belting out the words ‘It’s coming 

home!’ at the top of your lungs! 

I remember being a bundle of nervous energy as 

the game kicked off. I’m a realist when it comes 

to football (it’s what being an Everton fan does 

to you!) and I was not letting myself get carried 

away by the overwhelming sense of expectation 

sweeping the nation at this point. I knew Colom-

bia were a good side and England would have to 

play well to beat them. But the Three Lions 

started excellently in Moscow with Harry Kane 

coming close with a looping header on 16 

minutes that couldn’t quite creep in underneath 

the bar and this was the best opportunity        

 

 

 

 

England had in the first half. 

Then less than ten minutes after the interval, 

Kane was bundled over by a Colombia player at 

a corner and a penalty was awarded to England. 

Kane stepped up to take it, having already put 

away two spot kicks in the game against Pana-

ma, and he added a third to that total, thumping 

the ball down the centre of the goal and sending 

not only the England fans in Russia but also the 

entire nation into a sense of delirium. It did 

seem like England were going to hold on but to-

wards the end of the game, Colombia defender 

Yerry Mina equalised from a corner, causing 

widespread heartbreak throughout the nation, 

and with the two sides still not separated after 

extra time, the match was to go down to a penal-

ty shootout.  

I do not believe that it would be an exaggeration 

to state that at the very moment that the final 

whistle blew and confirmed that penalties were 

beckoning, the entirety of the nation emitted a 

long, suffering groan. England’s record in penal-

ty shootouts was abysmal to say the least. They 

had never won one in a World Cup match be-

fore. By this time, the night was beginning to set 

in and brought with it a rather bitter chill to re-

place the heat and this chill was felt all across 

the country. The optimism of the past few days 

was gone. The typical England fan’s pessimism 

had set back in. It was over. England were going 

out of the World Cup. On penalties. Again. 

Radamel Falcao stepped up first for the Colom-
bians and hit a fantastic penalty into the top of 
Jordan Pickford’s net. England’s first penalty 

IT WAS COMING HOME 

By Alex McMonnies 



Then came England’s Marcus Rashford. Goal. 

Luis Muriel followed for the South Americans. 

Goal. Then came the Liverpool midfielder Jor-

dan Henderson and he saw his penalty saved 

brilliantly by the Colombia keeper David Ospi-

na. 

It was at this point that almost every England 

fan watching got a sinking feeling in the pit of 

their stomach. The end was near, and almost in-

evitably heartbreak was to follow. Some 

would’ve cried, some would’ve shouted angrily, 

some might even have turned the television off. 

There may even have been some who still be-

lieved England could pull it off, despite the neg-

ativity surrounding them. Not me though. I 

know for a fact that at this moment in time I was 

stopping round my living room, disgusted at the 

fact that a Liverpool player had messed up so 

badly and was going to be responsible for our 

dreams coming to an end! But then I thought, 

‘Never fear, it’s up to the Everton goalkeeper 

Jordan Pickford to rescue us and keep us in this 

tournament!’ 

Pickford didn’t need to do anything for the next 

spot kick as Colombia’s Mateus Uribe saw his 

shot hit the underside of the crossbar and 

bounce out. All was not lost yet but England 

needed to score their next penalty. Kieran Trip-

pier made no mistake and brought the scores 

back level to 3-3 with both sides having taken 

four penalties each. Up next for the South Amer-

ican side was Carlos Bacca and his penalty was 

saved brilliantly with the hand of none other 

than Jordan Pickford. I for one was going ber-

serk as were thousands up and down the coun-

try. And then there was Eric Dier, the fifth pen-

alty taker for the Three Lions. The initiative was 

now with England and Dier needed only to 

score with this kick and we would have won the  

Shootout. The country will have been divided 

between people who either fixed their eyes upon 

the Tottenham midfielder as Dier strode up to 

take his shot, or else closed them tight, not dar-

ing to look. Personally, I was one of the brave 

ones. I was one of the ones who saw Dier hit the 

ball right into the bottom left-hand corner of the 

goal, beyond the desperate grasp of keeper 

Ospina. I was one of the many who shrieked in 

pure delight as I realised that we had done it, 

that we had won our first ever penalty shootout 

at a World Cup and were heading for the quarter

-finals.  

I began sprinting around the room, screaming 

with jubilation, punching the air and every so 

often quickly glancing at the telly just to ensure 

I was not dreaming. Eventually,  drenched in 

sweat and with adrenaline still coursing through 

my veins, I sat back down and saw Pickford 

back on the screen again and I began singing the 

name of my hero. But that is just an example of 

one household, of one England fan. There will 

be so many others, each with their own individ-

ual story to tell of that wonderful night. And 

that’s why we love football. One man kicking a 

ball into a goal, in a completely different coun-

try can bring so much joy to practically an entire 

population, thousands of miles away. 

Obviously, England didn’t go on to win the 
whole tournament, or even reach the final and 
eventually it did not come home. However, the 
state of euphoria that was caused by that night in 

Moscow right in the heart of one of the hottest 
summers ever recorded in the country’s history 
and that lasted for at least a week was simply 
extraordinary. Whether you liked football or not, 
it was infectious. Everybody was on a high. The 

2018 World Cup was one of the most incredible 
events of recent times to have occurred in this 
country. Bring on the Euros next year and make 
no mistake, this time football will come home. 



Tropical Thunder – 

 Year 13 2–1 Year 12  

 

Some might say the biggest game of the 
school year, the Year 12’s vs the Year 13’s 
a game that had been talked about for the 
whole of October causing a buzz in the 
study room. The Year 13’s made sure they 
were noticed not only for their football but 
for their kit, wearing separate Hawaiian 
shirts that caught the attention of the fans. 
Despite the football kit being tropical, it 
wasn’t reflected through the awful weath-
er conditions that both teams had to en-
dure for the full hour of the game. 

The game kicked off with the expectations 
of the Year 12 winning the game, the Year 
13 started with a large majority of the pos-
session which became a shock to the op-
posing team resulting in them backing off 
from the get-go. It started as a psychical 
game, with the referee Aidan Rudge hav-
ing a lot to do early one heavily indicating 
that it wasn’t just about the result but 
pride also. 

As the game progressed, it was becoming 
clearer that whoever controlled the mid-
field had a better chance at winning the 
game, with Harry Neill not allowing the 
opposing to have an inch of space on the 
ball. 

The Year 13’s put the pressure on with a 
few early chances which included an am-
bitious header from the edge of the box 
from Alfie Mulligan. It didn’t take long 
for the Year 13’s captain Tommy Hillery, 
the god, to realise that their high press and 
through ball would allow them to win the 
game. It became clear that the Year 12 
midfield was beginning to become frus-
trated with the constant pressure, with Al-
fie Mulligan being brought down 25 yards 
in front of the goal. Harry Neill stepped 
up to the free-kick with a lot of jeering 
from the oppositional fans, with many of 
the Year 13 players travelling the distance 
to join the set-piece flooding into the box. 

Abbeyfield is a busy school with events constantly coming up in the 

school calendar. We run charity, house and sports events to keep stu-

dents busy and provide them with as many opportunities as possible to 

get involved with the community and each other. This means each term 

is packed and you can be sure that something is always going on.  



The free-kick required an inspirational 
save from the Year 12 goalkeeper Deckyln 
Hartley, as he tipped it onto the bar. How-
ever, despite his best efforts Nathan Lew-
is, the man of the moment followed up the 
rebound beating the defenders to the ball 
and slotting it into the back of the net. The 
miraculous scenes then followed leading 
the whole squad doggy piling by the cor-
ner flag, proving the shock of the moment 
when Nathan scored the opener. 

With an expected response from the oppo-

sition, it became clear that Year 13 

dropped back into a defensive position, 

although it should be noted that it wasn’t 

needed as they were able to get enough 

chances off in the opening half. 

With the first half over there seemed to be 
a few changes made to the Year 13 squad, 
proving further that there was a lack of fit-
ness as there were the changes of Alfie 
Mulligan for Elliot Cowley, in the mid-
field role. With more changes expected in 
the second half. Whilst the Year 12 were 
only resorted to the one change, which 
may have influenced the game as it pro-
gressed. 

It became very clear that as the game went 
on the Year 12s grew into the game and 
forced a few saves from the Year 13 goal-
keeper Jack Barker. But after the Year 13s 
got another set-piece, Harry Neill picked 
up his second assist of the day as he 
picked out Ethan Curt at the opposite end 
of the box who was able to touch it down 
and slot into the bottom left corner. This 
added further to the excitement of the 
Year 13 resulting in another pitch invasion 
from the whole squad, and overall buzz as 
they all weren’t expecting this result. It 
was 2-0 with only 20 minutes to go, it 
showed both the leadership and determi-
nation from the Captain Tommy Hillery to 
control his team’s performance. 

However, with the excitement of the score 
line, some of the Year 13 defensive lacked 
a second of focus, allowing Malachy 
Johnston to score the only goal for their 
team. These events then resulted in chang-
es having to be made, with Adam Dean 
switching for Antonio Scognamiglio, Alex 
McMonnies for Ethan Curt and Alfie Mul-
ligan for Elliot Furniss to add some secu-
rity to the defence. Although 

Tom Marshall and Haydn Beswick, had 
been extremely disciplined throughout the 
game, along with Matt Chaney and Na-
than Lewis as the wing-backs. 

When the final whistle blew there was an 
overjoyed reaction from the winning 
team, bellowing the chants of 
‘Champione’ much to the Year 12’s dis-
may. With the manager Bailey Coles be-
ing lifted on the players' shoulders, lead-
ing to the team winning ‘the impossible’ it 
was such a deserved reaction to the stick 
they had faced for weeks before. 

It should be noted that winner will now 
have to go against the Year 11’s who are 
previous County champions or have a po-
tential rematch with the Year 12’s in the 
coming weeks which should be exciting, 
as it was very clear there was so much 
passion and determination to be the better 
Year in the school. 

Written By Alfie Mulligan, Year 13 

 



Year 7 

First term 

First Day 

Nervously, I entered the school and got ready to start my 
first day in secondary school. Because we were new, we 
got escorted to our form classes to be told what will be 
going on during the day. Long story short, we got told that 
we will be escorted to every lesson and I, and everybody 
else, got their timetables. 

After a week, I felt confident about knowing my way 
around the school. Although, little did I know, my confi-
dence was about to deplete drastically and in very short 
amount of time. In the first day of me getting to my first 
lesson without a teacher, I realised I couldn’t. Just. Simply. 
Couldn`t. Fortunately, there were very kind people who 
showed me where my lesson was. Even though, I was late, 
as we were new, my teacher didn’t give me late minutes 
(which I’d never heard before, but the word was quite self-
explanatory). 

My experience in Abbeyfield  

After being in Abbeyfield for a half-term, I feel much more 
confident, now that I know my way round the school, the 
rules and other important things. I enjoy earning form priz-
es as they gave you trophies, sweets, Vivos (our school cur-
rency). In my primary school, whilst assembly, you had to 
sit on the cold floor but at Abbeyfield, you sit on comforta-
ble chairs in a professional theatre with professional 
lighting. 

Moving from primary to secondary school the biggest 
change, is that you have to change class for every lesson 
(unless you have a double lesson and you stay in the same 
class). There is a variety of things you can do in breaks: you 
can access Goals, where there`s lots of pitches to play foot-
ball, you can access the sports hall, where you can play 
basketball, or you can just talk in the field or playground.  



Our life at 

Our first year at Abbeyfield: 

When we first started out, we knew the school had an excellent reputation although nevertheless, we were still 

pretty tense about starting off our first year at Abbeyfield. As soon as we started the activities which had been 

carefully planned out for us, we became more familiar with how life here was.  

We were welcomed into the community and met lots of new faces. No one is left out here and none of the 

teachers will hesitate to help a student. As the year progressed the school system became familiar to us and it 

quickly became second nature.  

Near the end of the final term, we started to discuss how amazing our year had been, and we anticipated the 

next. We love it here at Abbeyfield. 

Top Tips for starting at Abbeyfield: 

-Make as many friends as possible as you’re all starting out, and life is so much easier when you have supporters 

behind you to back you up. Remember- you’re all new, and all in the same position. 

-Don’t slack in classes as it will result in more than you think. They are really fun so don’t miss out and engage 

with your task.  

-Try your hardest and don’t cause trouble as your experience will be harder and can result in detentions or other 

sanctions 

-Take pride in your work and complete it to the best possible standard. Teachers give out vivos to students who 

commit to the lesson. Vivos are the school’s reward system and you can spend them as you wish. Just a few 

of the items you can purchase are: 

 

 

 

 

-Be sure to regularly refill the money on your account so you can purchase some of the irresistible food sold in 

the refectory. There is such a variety of enticing choices you can choose. From pasta pots, pizza slices, 

paninis and chips to roast dinners, hot drinks and delicious desserts. We highly recommend buying from 

there. 

We hope you enjoy your time at Abbeyfield and have fun! 

 Keira Hills and Leona Yasim,Year 7 



 



Year 13 



 

Jeans for Genes and Countdown. 

Charity event! 

For four years the sixth form charity committee has organ-

ised a whole school event for ‘Jeans for Genes’ in order to 

raise money for children of genetic diseases. This year’s or-

ganisation process involved talking to the ‘Jean for Genes’ 

organisation and receiving posters and donation boxes. This 

was a school-wide mufti event which took place on the 

20th September. The participation from all year groups was 

successful, each individual involved donated £1.00 for wear-

ing jeans and an additional £0.50 for trainers. As a result we 

managed to raise £802.50 in total. 

House Event! 

Jeans For 

Genes. 

Countdown was a house event run by Mr Hall in the theatre on the 25th of Septem-

ber. Students who wanted to participate signed up with their heads of house (the 

student leadership team) who went to each form group to collect names . This event 

was based on the popular gameshow Countdown and students were required make 

up one large sum with a select few  numbers chosen by the host. The closest to this 

number wins. The second part of the competition requires students to find the long-

est word out of a jumble of 9 letters. The student with the longest word wins. Those 

that participated represented their house and the winners would gain house points 

which contributes to the overall score that builds yearly.  

The winning house for this event was Jones! 

Countdown! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiJoIK987zmAhUS3xoKHdvzDngQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fdenim%2Bjeans&psig=AOvVaw2e7kdxOtjCRzryj7siCBxh&ust=1576679631334600


- 

It has really helped me to mature  

and become more organised.—

Tommy H. 

A Levels have shown me a new 

side of life and has made me 

strive for higher education.—

Emily R, Year 13 

At sixth form the two study 

rooms we have are very useful 

for different ways of learning, in 

addition with the laptops, com-

puters and whiteboards study-

ing can be done in different 

ways to suit people. At Ab-

beyfield it has been a delight to 

study.  - Ellana B. Year 13. 

The teachers at this school are always 

there to help and go through anything 

that you may not understand and pro-

vide a lot of support during lessons and 

anytime in between. Some of these in-

clude queries about my future after 

sixth form and any general questions 

about universities, apprenticeships and 

work . Ivy L, Year 13 

Sixth form has 

really helped my 

confidence and 

has given me 

new challenges.

– Mickey N, Year 

13 

I’ve been at Abbeyfield since year 7 and I’m now 

in sixth form so I’ve experienced every form and 

level of teaching the school has offered. As I con-

tinue to develop my intellect and grow the school 

continues to grow with me.  - Sandra  N. Year 13. 

Everyone in sixth form gets 

along really well.—Elliot F. 

 

The A Levels that I have cho-

sen have challenged me and 

advanced my learning.—

Faith G, Year 13 



September is fundamentally a month 
of change. Out of the ashes of a dying 
summer comes the gift of new oppor-
tunities, independence and growth, 
all of which are offered to us as 
members of Abbeyfield Sixth Form. 
The transitions we face as we venture 
into young adulthood and A Levels 
are key in shaping us into the ambi-
tious people we strive to become over 
the next two years. Depending on 
personal experience and attitudes, 
this fresh start can be easily taken in-
to our strides, or spark the beginnings 
of a pivotal shift in character that is 
vital for succeeding in the future. 

As we step into the next phase of our 
schooling lives, independence comes 
in more demand than ever before. We 
are steadily approaching the end of 
our time at Abbeyfield School, and 
whether our next steps involve uni-
versity or discovering the possibili-
ties available to us in the job sector, 
independence is undoubtedly some-
thing that will be asked of us. There-
fore, I believe it is crucial that we 
seize the opportunities granted to us 
as students of the sixth form to focus 
not only on our studies, but also to 
develop ourselves as individuals, in 
order to give us the best chances we 
can at succeeding in later life.  

 

 

Although it appears overwhelming at 
times, to work tirelessly in the pre-
sent will be infinitely advantageous 
in the future. 

As the nights draw in, we must all 
find our own ways to settle in to this 
new stage of our schooling career. 
Some have used this as an opportuni-
ty to take on fresh responsibilities, 
such as joining the social committee 
or charity committee. Others have 
found jobs to widen their skillsets 
and thrive in the workplace as well as 
at school. Many have taken this 
chance to dive headfirst into the stud-
ies that they have chosen; to get 
ahead; prepare themselves; to ulti-
mately do what we are all here to do: 
learn. I encourage my fellow students 
to not only learn their textbooks but 
to also develop themselves in ways 
they haven’t had the option to devel-
op before 

New Beginnings. 

Emily Miles- Thom 



Creative Competition 

T 
he Creative Competition finals took us to 

London. The London College of Communica-

tion was where we spent our time, allowing 

all of us to educate ourselves further by 

seeing what the students there were up to and what 

they had created. A range of exhibitions with so much 

to take in, from a heartbeat monitor that translated it 

into chimes and musical rhythms to a more serious rep-

resentation of how valuable water was compared to a 

bar of gold, highlighting charities such as Water Aid in 

its efforts to emphasise the true value of water and 

how much we take it for granted. 

 “It was an interesting insight ” 

It was a massive opportunity for all of us, myself, Alfie 

Mulligan, Xander McAuley, Chloe Mussett-Horwood, 

Jack Stocks, Emily Roach, Harry Neil, Morgan Smith and 

Adam Brown to experience something outside of all of 

our bubbles. Taking a tour around the building, one 

particular section stood out to me. The printing section 

where we were presented to the gigantic and rather 

ancient machines that would spool ink and press, pro-

ducing copies to be distributed. It was an interesting 

insight for us as we were used to seeing fonts and 

prints coming from our laptops into an ink printer, but 

here, we were shown the original and traditional 

printing methods. From small to large, the font sizes 

were categorised and even the shapeshifting margin 

boxes housed each little letter piece to be held in. The 

process was explained to us and it showed us all how 

much precision this kind of job would require, as we all 

stood in awe imagining what a group of employees 

would have to do every day. Later in the day, my group 

(Xander, Alfie and I) went to the Leadenhal building 

nicknamed the ‘Cheese Grater’. We had the priceless 

opportunity to be able to talk to a specialist who made 

plans and designs to counter the negative stigma of 

council housing and make it a desirable choice for peo-

ple. She also covered topics for homeless people,  

 “A massive opportunity for all of us.” 

showing us ideas that have already been made into 

prototypes with one using a folding technique. It had 

the potential to be used both to counter homelessness 

and also council housing. For homeless people, it was 

easy to construct, didn’t take up large area and was 

convenient with all the essentials included. For council 

housing, it was quick and easy to construct, with elec-

trics already wired and water pipes ready to be con-

nected. Therefore, it was essentially a ‘plug and play’ 

house, ready to be unfolded and house people in a 

matter of hours. For me and my group, these sort of 

ideas really inspired us to think further for our topic of 

concern being homelessness. 

 For the other group (Chloe, Jack and Emily), they were 

on the topic of mental health and had gone to a charity 

called Elizabeth House in Waterloo. There, they were 

presented the opportunity to work and learn from two 

charities, one being called A Band of Brothers and 

Calm. They were given a valuable presentation by Calm 

on the correct ways to address suicide and anybody 

opening up to you about their mental health. For A 

Band of Brothers, they specialised in rehabilitation for 

men, making them feel as a collective, not an individu-

al. To address mental health, this was also priceless for 

them, giving them a chance to work with those who 

actually assist those in need.  

Tommy Nguyen, Year 13 



Election time 

On Wednesday 13th November, we had political representa-

tives visit the school as it was UK politics week. All major 

parties had their local representatives invited, our area be-

ing Northampton South, but only members from Labour and 

the Liberal Democrats attended, Gareth Eales and Jill Hope 

respectively. However, this still made for a very interesting 

event in which we discussed some increasingly relevant top-

ics on both a local and national scale. These topics were; 

Brexit, university tuition fees and knife crime. 

The discussion on all topics warranted some very strong 

opinions from both candidates as well as many students. 

The debate regarding Brexit, although controversial, was eye 

opening, showing us that the politicians themselves are just 

as frustrated by the situation as we are. Gareth Eales put 

across Labour’s plan of striking a deal with the European 

Union and then giving the vote to the public as to whether 

Brexit should go forward or be cancelled, whereas Jill Hope 

put forward the Liberal Democrats idea of revoking article 

50 and cancelling Brexit immediately. Despite both parties 

having contrasting resolutions, they both picked up on the 

resounding frustration of the situation and claimed people 

are “tired” of Brexit and just want it to be finished, an opin-

ion which most can agree with. A heated discussion on an 

increasingly relevant topic to us. 



As the debate continued, the topic became extremely relata-

ble for us as it is a problem at our age more than any other; 

university tuition fees. Both parties' policies are heavily 

based around the abolishment of tuition fees, but one ques-

tion which was asked was “where do you expect to get the 

money from”. Gareth Eales told us that he could not give us 

exact figures on where the money would come from, but he 

did tell us that the main source would be heavier taxing on 

the top 5% of earners in Britain. Jill Hope would not give us a 

source of money for the abolition. Neither candidate could 

give us exact figures as the parties’ manifesto had not yet 

been released, but only the Labour party could put across a 

method of some sort as to the funding of the plan. 

The final topic which we discussed was knife crime. This was 

the hardest topic to discuss because not only was it an emo-

tional discussion, it was subjective, different people believe 

in different methods to counteract the rising problem of 

knife crime. But both Mr. Eales and Ms. Hope gave us similar 

answers, increased funding in youth services and the police 

force. They were both very emotive on the topic and realised 

that it was a crucial topic to cover well as among the youth, 

people are getting killed way too often, and some people in 

the crowd may have experience of a friend or relative being 

killed in such a way.  

Overall, this event held significance to every single child and 

adult in that room, because the outcome of every vote, elec-

tion and referendum affects everyone. Not just a single walk 

of life or a single set of people, everyone. Due to these candi-

dates talking to us, I and I am sure many other students, felt 

the need to be involved in what happens to the next genera-

tion of our country and what happens to the young people of 

today. This event signified just how important it is for every-

one to vote, young or old. We must have a say in who is in 

charge and who becomes our future, because it is our future 

which will be affected the most. 

Decklyn Hartley, year 13 



Morgan Smith 

Our Olympic 

Year 13 student Morgan Smith has recently been se-

lected as a member of the Royal Yachting Association 

UK Youth Squad—Nacra 15. 

Morgan’s selection for this squad recognises his poten-

tial to progress with the British Sailing Team, with the 

aim of winning selection for the UK Youth Squads or 

beyond in to the Olympic Development programmes.  

Morgan’s selection was based on his performance and 

commitment to a programme of training and competi-

tion over a period of several years, and he is now on 

track to represent Great Britain at major international 

events in the forthcoming years.  

As Morgan progresses through the performance path-

way, the expectations and necessary commitment re-

quired to achieve desired performance objectives in-

creases significantly and training weekends become far 

more intense.  As part of Morgan’s training regime he 

spends time out on the water, completes fitness train-

ing and classroom based activities, and works alongside 

specialist support staff and coaches who have vast ex-

perience of guiding sailors through to Olympic level. 

Morgan in action at the World Championships Opening Ceremony in Marseilles.  Here he is pictures alongside his sailing partner Alex 



Morgan (front row, third from the right) is pictured here with the Great Britain team at the recent World Championships 

Morgan has been busy in the weeks leading up to 

the October half term break with sailing; he was 

part of the Great Britain team at the World Champi-

onships in Marseille, France.  His recent successes 

continue what has been an excellent year for     

Morgan and his accomplishments were rightly     

recognised by the Northampton Sports Trust 

Awards where he won the Highly Commended 

award in the category of young sportsman of the 

year. 

As a year 13 student moving towards his A-level   

exams the next few months undoubtedly present a 

significant challenge in terms of balancing his       

academic and sailing pursuits.  Morgan will have to 

deal with: time restrictions due to regular training 

and competition; long hours travelling;  and the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pressures of balancing competing and studying. 

Whilst this may seem daunting to some, this is 

something Morgan is experienced at coping with 

and he is    determined to let nothing get in the way 

of his dreams. 

Morgan receiving his Highly Commended award at the North-

amptonshire Sports Trsut Awards in the category of young 

sportsman of the year 



News from former students 

Carl Fail—Team GB Hopeful 

Carl Fail with Far Cotton ABC Head Coach John Daly (photo courtesy of Northampton Chronicle and Echo) 

Former Abbeyfield student and Team GB starlet Carl Fail 

spoke of his Olympic prospects this week in a candid inter-

view with Chronicle and Echo; speaking about his ambitions 

of securing his spot in the Olympics as the qualifying process 

gets underway early next year and his desire to prove him-

self to be the best in Britain.  For Carl, November is a big op-

portunity to stake his claim for a spot on the GB team as he 

heads to Serbia for the Golden Belt tournament; a tourna-

ment that could have a huge say in whether he makes it to 

Tokyo 2020 or not, ‘If I win gold in Serbia there’s no reason 

why I shouldn’t be in.  I believe I’m the best middleweight in 

Britain and it’s up to me to prove it.’  

Competition for places on the GB Olympic team is fierce and 

the resurgence of boxing in recent times means there are 

more fighters than ever for Carl to overcome, ‘I have let it 

slip in the last few months and people who aren’t as good as 

me have had a chance.’   

Also, frustratingly for Carl, he has had to overcome injury 

setbacks in recent months with a torn bicep hampering prep-

aration for the European and World Championships.  Howev-

er, much to Carl’s credit, he hasn’t let the injuries get in his 

way and is as hungry as ever for success, ‘I didn’t let it both-

er me.  I haven’t sat around feeling sorry for myself.’ 

As training intensifies it goes without saying that we wish 

Carl every success in the upcoming months.  As a former stu-

dent of Abbeyfield School and a product of the outstanding 

Far Cotton boxing club it brings us great pride to see our lo-

cal area and the town of Northampton being represented on 

the international stage. 

The full interview with The Chronical and Echo can be found 

here: https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/sport/more-sport/

northampton-fighter-fail-sets-sights-on-olympic-bid-1-9141498  

https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/sport/more-sport/northampton-fighter-fail-sets-sights-on-olympic-bid-1-9141498
https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/sport/more-sport/northampton-fighter-fail-sets-sights-on-olympic-bid-1-9141498


Abbeyfield school is thrilled to once again host The Shakespeare 

Festival organised by the Creative Education Trust.  

Each year, every school in the Trust comes together at Abbeyfield 

for an excellent two day celebration of Shakespeare, jam-packed 

full of over a dozen polished, entertaining and professional perfor-

mances.  

Last year's performance of 'The Taming of the Shrew' will be hard 

to beat but this year I believe the cast and crew have got what it 

takes to give Abbeyfield's best ever performance of Shakespeare. 

With imaginative set, flawlessly executed by our very own design 

team, stunning lighting and sound effects thanks to the brilliant Mr 

Walker Glen and his minions topped off with the mind blowing 

talent of this year's cast, 'King Lear' will amaze and delight.  

Mrs Debnam, the wonderful director of Abbeyfield's Shakespeare 

Company, has stated that the audience can expect a visual master-

piece of set, lighting and choreography. This particular perfor-

mance of King Lear is unique because it has been moulded to fully 

present the beauty of Shakespeare's language to a young audi-

ence.  

The role of King Lear is being played by the amazing Erin, a gifted 

year 11 drama student. The language would be hard enough to 

master without the complexity of the King Lear's character but Erin 

has done impressively well. "I researched a lot, watching films and 

listening to the language before, interpreting his character and 

rehearsing extensively and then I became King Lear." Erin's dedica-

tion to learning her lines before required, putting in hours of re-

hearsal and being a helpful and inspiring member of the cast is 

unbelievable. 

Maxim is playing the character of the Duke of Cornwall and this 

gifted actor first found his love for acting when performing at the 

Royal and Derngate. He states that he hopes the audience will go 

away after not only enjoying a great performance but learning an 

important life lesson about the value of family.  

One thing that will be new to this year's Shakespeare festival is 

that not only will the cast perform to students of Abbeyfield school 

but that there will also be a performance after school on Tuesday 

the 26th at 6:30 for parents and staff. For information on how to 

book tickets, talk to Mrs Debnam.  

 

By Jessica Hackett, Year 10 

CET Shakespeare 

Festival 



Year 11 Chase National Glory 
The Abbeyfield year 11 football team cruised through 

their National Cup 4th round fixture against Hitch-

inbrook with a thumping 5-2 win.  Five goals from play-

er-of-the-match Tom Curry was more than enough to 

see off their plucky opponents.   

The start to the game was delayed following the late 

arrival of Hitchinbrook but as soon as the match start-

ed Abbeyfield sought to take control and catch their 

opponents cold (easily done on a windy November 

afternoon).  The early moments of the game were very 

much about taking control of the midfield area but the 

moment a long clearance downfield fell to Tom Curry 

there was only going to one outcome as Abbeyfield 

took a well-deserved lead.  A spell of dominance in the 

first half saw Curry notch a remarkable four goals with-

in the first 25 minutes.  After storming into a 4-0 lead 

early in the first half Abbeyfield were unlucky to go in-

to half-time only leading 4-2 after Hitchinbrook had 

managed to nab a couple of goals on the counter 

attack.  However, in the second half, following a rous-

ing team talk from Mr Smart, Abbeyfield managed to 

take control and add a superb fifth goal.  From then on 

it was plain sailing as Abbeyfield controlled possession 

and looked composed at comfortable at the back. 

The team now look forward with anticipation to the 

draw for the next round of the National Cup knowing 

that national glory is a step closer to becoming a reali-

ty.   

Success comes as no surprise for this group of players 

who have been dominant at county level throughout 

their time at Abbeyfield.  On the day there were some 

outstanding individual performances but as ever with 

this squad of players it is very much about the team 

and a collective will to win.   

We very much look forward to following their progress 

in the next round. 

Mr Hunt, Head of English 
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In sixth form we often take 
out time to make sure we are 
learning and building vital 
skills outside the typical 
classroom setting. This is es-
sential towards creating a 
community amongst us and 
building valuable team skills 
in which further enrich our 
passions and abilities. We 
got the opportunity to go to 
Willen Lake in Milton Keynes 
and take part in a series of 
outdoor team and tree top 
activities. I think it’s safe to 
say we all thoroughly en-
joyed the experience despite  

 

 

 

 

the cold and breezy tempera-
tures. It helped us relax and 
acted as a stress release to 
get our minds of the hard fol-
lowing months leading to-
wards exams. Our experi-
ence included both ground 
and elevated activities that 
made us worry more on stay-
ing alive than communicating 
with others. We participated 
in a leap of faith as well as 3 
different tree top courses 
each ranging in difficulty for 
those with varying levels of 
confidence. Jacob’s ladder 
was a good team building ex-
ercise as well as the ground 
activities which required us 
to work together while getting 
to know the people in our 
forms. Altogether it was a 
worthwhile experience which 
we gained a lot from and as 
a whole sixth form would like 
to go again. 

Malachy Johnston, Year 12 

   WILLEN LAKES 



Golf Glory! 

Baylie coming up the 18 fairway at Elgin Golf Club where the Scottish Open was held  

Baylie Pyke—County 

2019 has been another exciting and eventful year for 

one of Abbeyfield’s most gifted sports-people.  Baylie 

Pyke has gone from strength to strength and is golf 

county champion.  However, the impressive sporting 

achievements do not stop there; being county champi-

on means that Baylie is now playing on the internation-

al stage where she has continued to perform outstand-

ingly. 

During the summer, Baylie entered a selection of elite 

international competitions where she faced some of 

the best golfers across Britain, Europe and the world.  

The first competition was the English Junior Girls Under 

16 Open which saw a fantastic finishing position of 

35th.  However, it is the second of these competitions 

which has really announced Baylie on the world stage.  

She finished 7th in the Scottish Open held at the Elgin 

Golf Club in Scotland, a performance spear-headed by 

the breath-taking 3 under par second round (Baylie 

scored 71 on a 74 par course).  Highlights of this round 

included 6 birdies, including a run of three consecutive 

birdies on holes 10,11,and 12.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This incredible run of form now means that Baylie plays 

of a handicap of 3 (3.4 to be exact) which at 15 years 

old is remarkable; potentially the lowest handicap by 

any 15 year old in the country.  To try and put this into 

perspective for non-golfers, an adult playing on the Eu-

ropean Golf Tour would be absolutely delighted with 

such a low handicap; in fact, European Tour legend Ian 

Poulter turned professional at the start of his career 

with a handicap of 4. 

For Baylie now, the next challenge in the English Golf 

Champion of Champions where Baylie will represent-

Northampton as our County Champion. 

Mr Hunt, 
Head of  

English 

The first tee at the English Junior Girls Open 
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