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SEPTEMBER OPENING 

As you will be aware the Government published a 44-page guidance document yesterday on schools 
reopening to all students in September. There is a lot of information to digest and process and it is 
requiring careful planning. Please bear with us, we will be sharing information with you before the 
end of term in our next newsletter. It is likely that we will be doing a staggered start to ensure all 
our students are fully supported in returning to school. Our new Year 7, many of whom may not 
have visited the school and whom have missed their induction day will need a carefully planned 
start in September. We very much look forward to seeing students again, restarting their face to 
face learning and providing them with any welfare support they may need.    
 
Thank you for your patience and on-going support.  
 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

Students on site will still have their normal lessons but timings will be slightly tweaked to allow 
students and staff to say goodbye and leave at 2:30pm. They can wear mufti on this day.  

 

 

SUMMER HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS 

As you are aware the school has been open every working day, including bank holidays, providing 
education to our pupils both remotely and on-site. In addition, we have also provided emergency 
childcare to a small cohort of between 5 and 15 students during the Easter and May school holidays. 
Please be advised that based on the most recent government guidance Abbeyfield School will not 
be open to pupils over the summer holidays. During the summer break there are delayed essential 
maintenance taking place in various areas of the school and a long-awaited new playground is being 
built to the side of the school. Consequently, there will be a number of contractors and vehicles on 
site.  

 

 

VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY 

On Thursday 02 July we hosted our first (and hopefully last!) virtual sports day. The day was a great 
success with lots of students across Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 taking part. They really enjoyed an 
afternoon away from their screens and a chance to have some fun. The students took the ‘beat the 
teacher’ challenges very seriously and all the PE staff have been beaten along the way! It’s lovely to 
see in such strange times, that such simple activities can provide so much fun for students.  

 
KATHRYN WALLACE 
TEACHER OF PE 
 

 



THANK YOU 

Thank you to the PE staff for the effort and time which went in to designing this day, in particular 
Miss Wallace and Mr McCartney who took a lead role in this. 

 
SIONA ROBSON 
PRINCIPAL 

 

SIXTH FORM BRIDGING WEEK 

This week nearly one hundred Year 11 students attended our virtual sixth form bridging week. This 
has included informative videos from Head of Sixth Form, subject’s taster sessions in our many post-
16 courses and an online interactive session for the new tutor groups. Despite the challenging 
circumstances students have adapted quickly and approached their remote session with 
enthusiasm, positivity and curiosity, asking questions and gaining valuable insight into their new 
courses. Students have all been asked to consider what makes the “Perfect Sixth Former” and from 
their responses it looks like we will be welcoming a great cohort in September! We’ve now asked 
them to complete preparatory work for their courses and gather key resources ahead of their first 
day with us in September. We can’t wait! 
In other sixth form news, it has been another strong week for Year 12s returning to school. Lots of 
lessons have happened in various forms – live, remote, one to one, and best of all, in real life! The 
students are really benefitting from being back in school with the familiarity, routine, peers and 
staff contact. Again, these circumstances aren’t easy, even for our eldest students, but they are 
showing great resilience and making brilliant progress.  
Our Thursday group threw themselves into the Virtual Sports Day yesterday and between us we 
covered almost all the events. Highlights included two students’ wall sits of more than 6 minutes 
and Mrs Cadd “outplanking” all the students with 4 minutes! The teabag challenge was less 
successful and caused a lot of frustration. It was great to see some students having a go at the 
events at home too.  
Continued thanks to all the staff, students and parents working with Year 12 and keeping our A 

Level education going brilliantly from start to finish! Have a good weekend everyone       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS DAY 

Letters detailing arrangements will be emailed out by the middle of next week for how students 
will be able to access their results and access any support they need with their next steps. 

 

 

WELL-BEING AND SAFEGUARDING 

The advice to parents and carers on keeping children safe from abuse and harm can be found 

here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-from-

abuse-and-harm 

 

LIVE WEBINARS 

Thank you to all of the parents and students who attended out live webinars last week. Webinars 
were designed to support both parents and students with the technology required to successfully 
access the remote learning set by Abbeyfield staff. If you missed a webinar, or would like to watch 
it back, you will find a recording of one of the events by following this link: 
https://www.abbeyfieldschool.org.uk/main/curriculum/remote-learning-guidance  
 
Next week we are holding a webinar for our new Year 7 students and parents to replace the 
Information Evening we usually hold on site. We have set up a designated email address and a 
section of the website for Transition with details of activities and FAQs. We have loved receiving 
responses from or new Year 7 to the weekly challenges set for them. 
 
transition@abbeyfieldschool.org.uk 

 

 

REMOTE LEARNING - STUDENT VOICE 

Last week, 606 of our students completed an anonymous questionnaire on their remote learning. 
We were delighted to see how seriously the students took this; we received many really sensible 
suggestions on how we could support them further. The key findings were: 
 
What’s Working Well: 

• Students feel that staff are supporting both their learning and their wellbeing. 
 

• Students enjoy and benefit from hearing their teacher’s voice on a pre-recorded PowerPoint. 
 

• Where live lessons are being offered in the older year groups, students are benefitting from tuition 
from their teachers. 

 

• Students report that the work is set at the correct level for them to understand. 
 

• Students like quizzes set by teachers on Microsoft Forms and by online platforms such as SENECA. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-from-abuse-and-harm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-from-abuse-and-harm
https://www.abbeyfieldschool.org.uk/main/curriculum/remote-learning-guidance
mailto:transition@abbeyfieldschool.org.uk


• Students prefer multiple short, sharp tasks, rather than longer projects.  
 

• The Year 10s and 12s who have come into school since the wider re-opening on 15th June find that 
their day in school is really helping them make progress.  

 
Even Better If: 
 

• Not all students are using the ‘Teacher Talk’ function in MS Teams (A teacher is available during 

their timetabled lessons so that students can get real time feedback) 

 

• Some students are having audio issues and cannot hear their teacher’s voices on PowerPoints 

properly. 

(We have looked into this. If a student downloads a PowerPoint off EduLink on a laptop it plays the 

audio properly. However, if they log into EduLink on an iPhone it often doesn’t work when playing 

through the default built-in Apple app.  To get round this, students can save the PowerPoint to the 

iPhone and play it through the Microsoft PowerPoint app which will allow the audio to work properly) 

 

• Students would like all instructions from their teachers to be as simple and as clear as possible.  

 

• Students do not like switching between online platforms in one lesson.  

 

• Students report that the work is often taking them longer that their timetabled session. 

 

We would like to thank the students for their constructive feedback. Survey responses have been 
shared with staff who are using the feedback to plan remote learning moving forward.  

 

 

REMOTE LEARNING REMINDER 

This is just a reminder that all student work is signposted on EduLink, except for Year 8 specialism 
subjects where the work is posted on MS Teams.  
 
Your child will be able to access real time teacher support during their timetabled sessions. They 
must click into the relevant Teams group to do this.  
 
For example, if your child is in Year 8 they must click into ‘ABS–19–8xy-Tu1’. If you look down the 
left hand side there are a series of subject ‘channels’. Students must click into the relevant subject.  
 
If you have any IT related issues at all, please e-mail support@abbeyfieldschool.org.uk  
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