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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL 

 
We are very proud of the resilience of all our students and in particular; that shown by 
students who have had to self-isolate including by Year 11 and 13 who are completing PPE 
exams. It’s been a tough 6 months for our exam years and they are working very hard.    
 
Our Sixth Form Charity and Community Ambassadors are looking forward to raising money 
for Save the Children on Christmas Jumper Day and supporting the Hope Centre through 
our food bank. It would be great if friends and relatives of our students could also support 
the food bank collection so that ABS can really help to ensure no one in Northampton goes 
hungry at Christmas. Please send what you can in with students or leave in the reception 
lobby. Details are included later in this newsletter. 
 
Year 12 Drama students will also be live streaming their A level performances of Grimm 
Fairytale monologues to the residents at Richmond Care Village at Grange Park next week.  
 
Our last newsletter will be in a fortnight and in the meantime, we hope you all stay safe 
and well.  
 
Mrs Robson 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM  

On Friday 18 December school will close at 12:30pm for Years 7-9 and 12:40pm for Years 
10-13.  
 

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

Please note, Christmas Jumper day will be held on 
Friday 11 December this year. Students and staff are 
invited to wear a Christmas jumper to school ( could be 
self-decorated ). They can wear their own clothes but 
we would like as many as possible in Christmas 
jumpers. If they have a PE, Dance or Drama lesson this 
day, they should wear a suitable PE kit under their 
Christmas jumper. 
 
We are asking for £1 donations. All money raised will 
be going to the charity Save the Children.  



 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

 
The Refectory will be hosting their annual Christmas dinner, Tuesday 15 December. If you 
wish for your child to partake please ensure they have the appropriate funds on their Parent 
Pay account. 
 
Main meal:  £1.90 
Main meal + dessert + drink: £2.47 
 

 

SPORTS LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY – YEAR 9 GIRLS 

 
The Coach/Activator Academy provides young leaders with higher level learning 
opportunities to develop their skills and put these into practice across the county. The 
programme will consist of 5 sessions, which begin virtually, to develop planning and 
leadership skills, with the view to deliver sessions in the summer at the County Get Active 
Festival. If any Year 9 girls have good leadership skills and a desire to improve, speak to a 
member of the PE department. You will have to submit an application by 11th December, 
which PE staff can provide further information and support on. 
 

 

SIXTH FORM 

 
Well done to all our Year 13s for completing their PPEs over the last two weeks. We know that this 
is a challenging time and we are really proud of them.  
 
We have just 2 weeks left until our internal deadline for all university applications. Parents, if you 
have children in Year 13 please support and encourage them to complete their applications and 
meet this deadline. 
 
Mrs Dedman 
 

 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY REMINDER 

 
Students are not permitted to use mobile phones at any time on school site during the 
school day, they should be switched off and in their bag. If parents wish to send a message 
to their child, they should contact reception and the message will be passed on. Students 
who use their mobile phone will have their device confiscated and they will be able to 
collect it at the end of the day. If a student is seen recording using their mobile phone in 
school this will be treated  as a serious breach of our behaviour policy.  
 



 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND ONLINE SAFETY 

 
We are continuing to see a rise in concerns regarding the use of unkind language through 
social media and gaming platforms. Whilst this is applicable to all year groups, this has been 
of particular concern with Year 7, who we must remind are under the legal age of use for 
all the platforms listed in the table below. We would kindly ask for your support in 
monitoring your children’s use of social media and gaming platforms in the evening and at 
the weekends. Please report anything inappropriate using the appropriate pathways.  
 
Below is a reminder of the legal ages  
 

LEGAL AGE 

13 14 16 17 18 18 
(13 ONLY with parental 

permission) 

Twitter Linkedin Whatsapp Vine Path Youtube 

Facebook     Foursquare 

Instagram     WeChat 

Pinterest      Keek 

Google +     Flickr 

Tumblr     Kik 

Reddit      

Snapchat      

TikTok      

      
 

 

 

MASKS 

It is essential that students’ protect themselves, staff and the 
local community by ensuring they bring a face mask to school 
every day. Wearing a face mask helps to protect everybody, so 
it is important that students have these on and ready when 
they arrive at the school gates and wear them at all times in 
corridors and the canteen.  
 
The number of disposable masks we are giving out has gone up 
again to 450 a week. We would encourage all students to bring 
a reusable mask to school so that the cost of these does not 
detract from our ability to buy valuable educational resources.  
 
Thank you for supporting us with this.  

 



 

 

WELLBEING 

 
Espresso yourself: Wellbeing service provided by the local youth counselling services 
within Northamptonshire  
This service offers support for young people and parents at selected drop-in centres (selected youth 
counselling sites) between 4pm and 8pm.  
For further queries and questions about this service please contact the following youth counselling 
services: 
The Lowdown 01604 634 385 
Youth works 01536 518339 

 

 

 

FOOD CHALLENGE  

 
Mrs Hemmings set our year 9s a challenge to make fresh pasta at home. Here are some of 
the yummy results! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

BANANA LLAMA 

 
A huge congratulations to Abbeyfield student, Aminah, who has won Lidl’s national competition to 
name and design a new mascot for their fun size bananas.  
 
Lidl launched the popular competition during lockdown through their social media account, with 
the stipulation the name must be animal based. The entries were whittled down to 3 finalists, with 
the final vote put to social media users. Aminah’s Banana Llama went up against ‘Baa’nana and 
Beenana, and won with an overall majority. 
 
“My Mum and Auntie encouraged me to enter, and I thought it would be fun. I chose the name 
Banana Llama as I like that it rhymed, and how it sounded. It was really nerve-wracking but exciting 
when I got to the final three. The public had to vote on social media by either selecting a llama, bee 
or sheep icon and posting it in the comment section. I was really happy when I won.” Aminah, Year 
7. 
 
Aminah’s design will be featured on the product packaging and stocked across the country, so keep 
your eyes peeled! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHARITY AND COMMUNITY 

 
A group of sixth formers has come together, becoming our school’s Charity and Community 
Ambassadors. With the increasing social instability that 2020 has brought along with it, these 
passionate individuals are thinking of new ways to interact with the community outside our school. 
Sharing ideas on the best ways we can help create positive change, we’ve set out on our first 
venture! Along with the winter chill, comes the struggle behind the ugly Christmas jumper, the 
struggle for basic human necessities. We’ve partnered with Northampton Hope Centre for a food 
bank collection on the 10 and 11 of December. So, bring anything you can; be that pot noodles, 
canned goods or pasta… Let’s help in the ways we can! Although the idea that someone can spend 
their Christmas hungry is daunting, our committee is here to help, making change one tinned food 
can at a time… 



 

 



 


