
Fourth Option Subject Information 

Please note, anyone not achieving a grade 4 in English or Maths will be expected to resit as their fourth option 

Subject and 
Qualification 

Course Information What do I 
need? 

Which 
block 

Staff 

EXTENDED 
PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION  

 

This is an independent research project worth half an A Level. Students choose their own topic and 
develop key skills as they manage their own projects, skills such as planning, time management, 
research, referencing, essay writing and self-reflection. Assessment is via a 5000-word essay, a formal 
presentation and completed production log. It is great for developing knowledge in something 
beyond subject choice and building skills that universities and employers find invaluable. It is intense 
and requires a lot of self discipline and motivation. 

No restrictions Will be offered 
in all blocks – 
available to all 

Mrs 
Dedman 

 

LEVEL 3 
MATHEMATICAL 
STUDIES 

 

Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) is a qualification worth an AS Level. It is examined at the end of 
Year 13 through two calculator exams. The course builds on Maths data handling taught at GCSE 
Level and also covers Critical Analysis, Fermi Estimation and Finance; topics which are helpful in many 
University courses and real-life situations. Finance topics taught are Student Loans, Mortgages, AER, 
APR, Payday Loans, Tax and National Insurance. Students have a mixture of taught and independent 
study. 

Grade 5 or better at 
Maths GCSE 

(Grade 4 could be 
considered in discussion 
with your Maths 
teacher) 

Block 4 – You 
can only choose 
this if you don’t 
have a subject 
in block 4 

Mrs 
Rennie 

AS MUSIC 

 

Music is an exciting and engaging course, which allows students to develop their performing, 
composing and appraising skills further. You will study music from the Baroque period all the way up 
to modern pop songs covering a large variety of styles and composers. As well as analysing music, 
you will perform on the instrument of your choice and compose two of your own pieces of music. 

This course can be designed to suit you and your skills, to help you achieve the best grade possible.  

Grade 5 or above in 
Music GCSE, or ABRSM 
Grade 4 theory. You 
also need to be 
approximately grade 4 
or above on an 
instrument of your 
choice (this includes 
singing). 

Block 1 – You 
can only choose 
this if you don’t 
have a subject 
in block 1 

Miss 
Peilow 

AS LAW 

 

Law is a fascinating, dynamic subject that underpins all areas of life. It is an AS Level course which will 
give you the opportunity to study a range of topics such as Criminal Law, the Law of Tort and the 
Legal System. You will learn core legal principles, with a focus on how these are applied in real life 
situations, as well as taking a theoretical look at how the law develops. Implicit within the course is 
the development of research and communication skills along with problem solving and critical 
thinking. 

You will need to 
average grade 6s, 
including English, Maths 
and Humanities  

Block 1 – You 
can only choose 
this if you don’t 
have a subject 
in block 1. 

Mr 
Turnbull 

 


