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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
As you will read later in the newsletter, we are delighted with the level of student engagement in their remote 
learning at home. We do appreciate that its challenging both for students, parents, and staff and the positivity, ‘can 
do’ attitude and teamwork between all is fantastic to witness.  
 
We are really keen to get feedback from parents and students and have attached a short questionnaire for parents 
to complete. Also attached to this email is a parent survey which is a standard format used by schools for self-
evaluation. Myself and senior colleagues would really appreciate it if you could fill in these questionnaires for us by 
next Wednesday 03 Feb at 9am. We would like to capture what is going well and get your thoughts on how we can 
improve Abbeyfield.  
 
Time away from screens has never been more important and we do encourage our students to get fresh air and 
exercise within the current government restrictions.  We have included in this newsletter some ideas for away from 
screen activities and would welcome any ideas or examples from the Abbeyfield community.  
 
Stay safe, and thank you for your support. Please use the below links to access the surveys. 
 
Remote learning survey: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yu1GLt0A20uVy2z1Ys-
7pNnD1bbx12lJkztBn8Kl3HVUN1lBM09UOTdWR1RNTVc4MUxTQzBESjk4VS4u 
 
 
Parent survey: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yu1GLt0A20uVy2z1Ys-
7pNnD1bbx12lJkztBn8Kl3HVUMU1FQU5RQ1ZRWTdDMUUwU1BQMUtQU0dGNi4u 
 

 

 

ENGAGEMENT 

 
Next Wednesday you will receive the following engagement data on how well your son/daughter is engaging and making 
progress in their subjects. 
 
Year 7 & 8 – English, Maths and Science 
Year 9, 10, 11, 12 &13  – All subjects 
 
Since the last Newsletter we have done an engagement in learning drop for Years 9-13 and compared this to the 
information we gathered at the end of last lockdown. The percentage of students for who their  
engagement is Good or Outstanding has increased considerably which is really pleasing. If any  
student is struggling and would like any further support, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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REMOTE LEARNING YEAR 7 & 8 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support with students’ remote learning. We have reviewed our provision for Year 7&8 
in the light of feedback from students, staff and parents and we will be making some changes to the groups for 
Maths and Science. From Monday 08 February, they will be taught in smaller ability groups for these subjects so 
that we can ensure a high level of appropriate challenge and support is in place for students. This will also allow us 
to more closely monitor their progress in these two subjects. We will share the arrangements with students next 
week.  
 
As staff we are continuing to develop our skills as remote teachers and we have been running staff training on how 
we can adapt and deliver our usual curriculum using the technology at our disposal. We worked hard during the 
first lockdown to ensure that all teachers were able to deliver pre-record lessons, high quality assignments and offer 
live lessons to our older students. During this lockdown, we have taken this one step further and are offering 
predominantly live lessons to all year groups. Staff are working hard to continuously improve their remote delivery 
by developing knowledge and skills for example developing the use of MS Forms to assess students’ understanding 
and progress, using visualisers to model work and give feedback, using ‘break out’ rooms to offer additional support 
and using a tool called ‘Class Notebook’ to share resources and see students working in ‘real time’.  
 
Staff have shown great resilience and have had to learn new skills at speed to ensure that Abbeyfield students have 
access to high quality education. We appreciate the feedback we have had from parents and are continuously 
evaluating and improving our offer as a result.  
 

 

 

 

SCIENCE REMOTE LEARNING  

 
The ABS Science team and myself have been very pleased with the efforts of all of the students with their remote 
learning.  We are seeing excellent participation in lessons, great discussions between students and teachers, as well as an 
excellent quality of work being submitted by the students.  Above all, the positive attitude that students are showing in 
this difficult time is making it a pleasure to keep delivering the best quality that we can at this time.   
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to ask for parents’ support in reminding students of the importance of the assessments 
that we set in lessons.  These assessments are designed to give students a better picture of how they need to improve 
and for us as teachers to improve and tailor our own teaching. Unfortunately there are a worrying number of students 
who are not attending ‘assessment’ lessons. It is really important that students attend these and all lessons. We look 
forward to receiving feedback on where their understanding and skills are at and supporting them on how to improve.   
 
I’d also like to remind you all about the excellent Tassomai system that we use for daily quizzing. We buy this for all of the 
students in years 7 through to 11, and it gets to know the students and adapts to their strengths and weaknesses!  The 
more they do this, the better their experience becomes.  Students should be aiming to get at least three daily goals each 
week, which should only take around ten minutes a day.  If your son or daughter has not yet made an account, they can 
start one with the school code SRLSXTUL on their phone or via a browser. 
 
Very best regards from the science team. 

 

 

 

 

 Mr Betts-Masters 

Director of Learning - 
Science 
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CREATIVE EDUCATION TRUST STUDENT SURVEY 

 
CET students attend schools across England in areas that are unique, historical, modern and are different in ways that 
only the people who live there can know about. We want to know about where you live and where you’re from and your 
thoughts relating to this to give us a picture of the communities we serve from the people who live there. We would really 
appreciate if as many students as possible could complete the survey below. This survey is completely anonymous, the 
only details it will show is which school you attend and which year you are in-let’s get the views of as many ABS students 
as possible. 
  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yu1GLt0A20uVy2z1Ys-7pLH7FFuyp-JNl0YxNXgRPipUNk45MzdZWjVSNVg4TTBRVVpCNUNPNkVWWS4u 

  
Thank you for your participation on behalf of Creative Education Trust. 

 
 

 

WELLBEING 

 
To support our community with their physical and mental health during this challenging time, a wellbeing channel 
has been created in the year 7 and 8 Teams groups and y9, 10 and 11 tutors are sharing this information on their 
tutor group teams pages. This includes our Abbeyfield School student wellbeing pack as well as links and resources 
from external providers such as Young Minds and the NHS. We hope you find these resources useful and please 
contact us if you have any concerns regarding your child. 
 
A recent addition is the NHS Change for Life campaigns resource on varying lockdown lunches in a budget friendly 
and healthy way- I have taken some inspiration from it so I hope there is something in there for you too! 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

 
Knitting for Northampton General Hospital 

 
Northampton General Hospital have accepted my offer to donate knitted or crocheted items for new born babies. 
 
Covid-19 has caused many changes for people. Everyone has been affected in different ways which is why I wanted 
to do something which will hopefully comfort infants and their parents during this difficult time. 
 
I would also like to offer the opportunity for people who may be living on their own and are not able to have contact 
with family members and friends to take part in this as it is a great way to pass time and feels great when you know 
you are able to give to someone in need. 
I would be grateful for anything anyone would like to do to support me with this. This may be making your own 
donations, making donations of wool or yarn or any other way you believe you could help. 
 
If you would like to be involved please email me at c.anne.s@hotmail.co.uk letting me know how you would like to 
help – thank you. 
 
 

 
Chloe 

Savage 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yu1GLt0A20uVy2z1Ys-7pLH7FFuyp-JNl0YxNXgRPipUNk45MzdZWjVSNVg4TTBRVVpCNUNPNkVWWS4u
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas
mailto:c.anne.s@hotmail.co.uk
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WATCH A FILM OR DOCUMENTARY 
 
Netflix and Amazon Prime aren’t your only options, and you don’t necessarily have to pay for a subscription to watch 
plenty of excellent films. BBC One, ITV, Channel 4 and 5 regularly schedule films on a weekend, just remember to 
watch according to the film certification and check with your parents/guardians first. 
 

 

 
If you are feeling creative, create a storyboard/cartoon strip/summary for a film of your own: what would the plot 
be? Where would it be set/located? Would it be modern day or historical? Which actors/actresses would you cast 
in the main roles and why? We would love to hear your ideas so please do send any in to your Heads of Year under 
the heading “Boredom Busters”. 
 

 

 

READ A BOOK OR WRITE YOUR OWN! 
 
If you are in years 8 or 9 you will have access to the accelerated reader programme where you can find a new book 
to read for free. Oak National also have a free virtual library you can use at https://library.thenational.academy/ 
Unable to find a book that interests you? Write your own! Apparently, Shakespeare wrote King Lear in isolation 
during the plague, so maybe this is when you’ll write your masterpiece. We would love to see your creations so 
please do send any in to your Heads of Year. 
If you’re not really sure where to start, FutureLearn have a free course on how to start writing fiction to get you on 
the right track. FutureLearn courses are free and you can have a FutureLearn account from the age of 12. 
 

 

 

LEARN BASIC FIRST AID 
It’s good to be prepared for an emergency, especially you may not want to leave self-isolation for a relatively minor 
injury. The link below takes you to a page where you can learn 17 first aid skills, scroll down to the bottom of the 
linked page to find these. 
https://firstaidchampions.redcross.org.uk/secondary/first-aid-skills/ 
 

 

 

 

BOREDOM BUSTERS 

Running out of ideas of what to do in the evenings and weekends? Hopefully, you will find some inspiration below in 

the free/budget friendly ideas outlined. If you would like to share any boredom busting ideas or anything you create 

as a result of the activities below, please send to your head of year with the title “Boredom busters”. We look forward 

to hearing from you! 

https://library.thenational.academy/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/start-writing-fiction
https://firstaidchampions.redcross.org.uk/secondary/first-aid-skills/
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