
The Academic Curriculum 

The intent of our academic curriculum is to deliver Powerful Knowledge to our students. At Creative Education Trust 

this is not contextualised as ‘the knowledge of the powerful’, but specialised knowledge in a range of subject disciplines. 

This will include both disciplinary knowledge and substantive knowledge within each area of study. This curriculum is not 

only designed to endow children with the social assets, skills and cultural capital needed to succeed and achieve, but also 

to instil in our children the power and confidence to question, synthesise and scrutinise in a range of disciplines, a variety of 

social contexts and in their own lives. Beyond a range of academic qualifications, the intended impact of this curriculum is for 

our students to be able to integrate into any social, academic or professional environment, as well as to question, instigate 

change or lead within those environments. 

Below you will find a detailed overview of what Year 7 students are learning in each of their subjects in Half Term 5 and 6 (Easter 

– July) 

 

 

Year 7 Curriculum – Summer Term 2020-21 - To support parents and students. 

Subject Summer Term Topics 

English 

 
Half Term 5: Wonder 
 
Students will learn to engage with the whole novel and construct personal responses to the themes and ideas presented. Students will 
explore: 
 

 Modern attitudes 

 Making inferences 
 Analysing language use 
 Wider themes surrounding the novel 
 Characterisation and voice 

 Language and techniques for effect 

 Structural features 

 Context and themes  

 
Half Term 6: An introduction to Shakespeare/The Tempest 
 
Students will engage with and recognise the conventions of various genres using inference and deduction skills. Students will explore: 
 



 Audience and purpose 

 adapting tone and style. 

 The dramatic form and genre 
 Setting and atmosphere 

 Language and structure 
 
 

Maths 

 
 
Students are learning to be able to apply their mathematical knowledge to a range of contexts. Specifically, students will have an in depth 
understanding of the number system and how this links to geometry, algebra and ratio and proportion.  
 
Geometry and Measures 

 Angles 
  

Ratio and Proportion  

 Ratio notation  

 Relationship between fraction and ratio 
 
Number 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 
 
Algebra 

 Equality and equivalence 
 

 
 

Science 

 
Biology: Genes – Variation and human reproduction  
Students are learning that there is variation between individuals of the same species. Some variation is inherited, some is caused by the 
environment and some is a combination. Variation between individuals is important for the survival of a species, helping it to avoid extinction 
in an always changing environment.  
The menstrual cycle prepares the female for pregnancy and stops if the egg is fertilised by a sperm. The developing foetus relies on the 
mother to provide it with oxygen and nutrients, to remove waste and protect it against harmful substances.  
 
Chemistry: Earth Structure & universe  
Students are learning that sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks can be inter converted over millions of years through weathering 
and erosion, heat and pressure, and melting and cooling.  
The solar system can be modelled as planets rotating on tilted axes while orbiting the Sun, moons orbiting planets and sunlight spreading 
out and being reflected. This explains day and year length, seasons and the visibility of objects from Earth. Our solar system is a tiny part of 



a galaxy, one of many billions in the Universe. Light takes minutes to reach Earth from the Sun, four years from our nearest star and billions 
of years from other galaxies.  
 
Physics: Forces: Speed and Gravity  
Students are learning that the overall, resultant force on an object is non-zero, its motion changes and it slows down, speeds up or changes 
direction.  
Mass and weight are different but related. Mass is a property of the object; weight depends upon mass but also on gravitational field 
strength. Every object exerts a gravitational force on every other object. The force increases with mass and decreases with distance. 
Gravity holds planets and moons in orbit around larger bodies.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History 

 
Students will understand the significance of developments of church, state and society in Early Modern Britain 1485-1603. 
 
Students will learn: 
 

 Sense of Period – Tudor England 

 Substantive concepts – social, religious, cultural, political, economic and military concepts. 

 Disciplinary concept – significance. 

 Diversity - challenges to power of Church in Europe, changing religious landscape 

 Tudors Monarchs (Henry VII, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth)  

 English Reformation (Creation of Church of England) 

 Counter-reformation (Catholicism in the reign of Mary)  
 

Geography 

 
Half term 5: 
 
Students will Explore the human and physical Geography of Africa.   
 
This will include: 
1. Location, scale and diversity of Africa. 
2. Distribution of biomes of Africa (rainforests and deserts) 
3. Urbanisation 
4. Inequality 
5. Desertification 
 
Half term 6: 
  
Students will be able to conduct small scale fieldwork. 
 
This will include: 



1. Methods used to measure the weather 

2. Collecting weather data around school site 

3. Microclimate investigation write up 

 

French 

 

Half Term 5 Theme: My Family 
Students will be able to describe pets and their colours, and demonstrate knowledge of plural forms of the verb in French. 
 
This will include: 

 Animals 

 Higher numbers 

 Colours (revisit) 

 Family members 

 Having breakfast 

 Bastille Day 
 

 Nous form of regular er verbs 

 3rd person pl. Reg. er verbs 

 Irregular verbs - boire 

 Partitive articles (du/de la/ des/de l’) 
 

Half Term 6 Theme: Where I live 
Students will be able to have a simple transactional conversation and accurately form the near future tense. 

 

This will include: 

 Places in town 

 More food & drink 

 Simple conversation structure 
 

 Revisit il y a & il n’y a pas de, verb aller in the present tense, using à for to, present tense of vouloir, forming the near future tense, 
using tu or vous 

 

 

 
 

IT/Computer 
Science 

Students will learn to use spreadsheet software and programming essentials. 

 
Specifically, student will: 
 
Half Term 4: Spreadsheet Modelling 

 Be able to use basic spreadsheet features.  



 Be able to format spreadsheets to meet the needs of a user. 

 Be able to use basic spreadsheet formulae. 

 
Half Term 5: Programming Essentials 

 Be able to create basic algorithms using block-based programming to solve a problem e.g. Scratch, Kodu.  

 Be able to test the functionality of the solution to meet the needs of a target audience. 

 Be able to evaluate their solution to identify list potential future development(s). 
 

Art 

 

Half Term 5 Theme: Still Life  

 

Students will develop an understanding of shape, form and composition by drawing a Still Life. We will discuss a wide variety of examples 

by both traditional and contemporary artist’s and they will copy and analyse a chosen piece. 
  
 

Half Term 6: Theme: Painting and Still Life 

 

Students will be learning how to use powder paint by painting a colour wheel. They will be developing their understanding of colour theory 

and how to blend colours. They will be painting their outcome for the Structures Project.  

 

Students will explore composition, colour, texture, line and shape. They will be drawing man made everyday objects from direct observation 

and from images. They will be encouraged to use a range of different media and will develop research into a larger scale coloured outcome 

in response to the artist they have studied. 
 
 

DT 

 
Half Term 5 
  
Students are learning to apply knowledge of health and safety, the ‘Eatwell Guide’, cooking methods and ensuring food is safe to eat. They 
will further learn how existing products are tested. 
  
This will include:  

 Theory of NUTRITION to focus on how our daily diet meets the ‘Eatwell’ guide. 
 How to be safe in a food room 
 Food testing s and ‘fair’ testing 
 Practical linking radiation as a method of heat transfer using the grill. 

  
 

  



Half Term 6:  
Students are learning to apply skills and knowledge of environmental issues through food waste, how diets have changed post war to 
modern day and further food testing. 
  
This will include:  

 Theory of NUTRITION comparing post war school meals to modern day diets. 
 Theory and an understanding of healthy lunches and lunch boxes. 
 Theory of ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES due to waste packaging. 

  
 

RE 

 
Half Term 5: 
 
Students will consider and reflect upon “What makes a “good” life?” drawing upon prior knowledge and understanding of the 6 main world 
religions and what is important to them through their festivals and the things they commemorate. Students will have considered what “good” 
and “evil” mean in their previous topic enabling them to make a judgement against different definitions. This will enable them to develop 
their own reasoned viewpoints whilst understanding and respecting the views of others. 
 
Half Term 6: 
 
Students will be examining Jesus in the beginning, then looking at aspects of his life and how he changed things. Moving on to if Jesus is 
relevant today. We will discover the influence of religion on individuals through the use of case studies and real-life scenarios so that 
students can evaluate the motives and influence behind actions. While we are looking at various different case studies, we will also focus on 
the actions of the man who some say was the biggest rebel of all, Jesus. At this point in the curriculum we introduce a module which starts 
to shift the focus from factual thinking to wider ideas that link to today’s world. 
 

PE 

 
By the end of year 7, students will understand a variety of skills, techniques and rules in a number of sports. They will have been physically 

active during all Physical Education lessons and be able to demonstrate how to apply skills and techniques during closed skill practices and 

small sided competitive situations. Students will able to lead some stages of a warm-up to small groups and explain its purpose. They will 

be able to analyse their own performance and know how to improve their future performance. 

Students are focussing on: 

 Handball- passing, catching, attacking and defending a fast break, application of rules 

 Netball- passing, creating space, shooting, attacking and defending, application of rules 
 Rounders- catching, throwing/fielding, batting, rounding bases 
 Tennis- forehand, backhand, positioning, scoring, serving 

 



Performing 
Arts 

 
Dance: 
Students are learning a broad range of Dance skills and techniques. 
 

Students will learn;  

 A short teacher phrase developing technical and physical awareness  

 Students will develop awareness of own performance skills and evaluate own strengths and weaknesses  

 Students will develop choreographic skills  
 

 Students will learn how to create movement ideas from a stimulus  

 Develop ideas further using the choreographic process  
 

 
Drama: 
Students are learning to apply the core skills and techniques of Drama.  Due to amendments made due to remote learning, in half term 5 

students will explore script writing and interpretation now we are back in school.   
 

Students will learn how to build on their devising skills and apply to a given stimulus.  They will also explore appreciation of live theatre work 

too. 
  

Half term 5: Matilda 
Half term 6: Peter Pan – National Theatre 
 

 
Music: 
  

Students will be revising their Rhythm knowledge. 

  

Students will be performing and creating music based on rhythm, using percussion instruments. 

  

Students are learning improvisational skills: 

 Creativity 
 Confidence 

  

Students are learning key elements of music: 

 Pitch – high and low 
 Tempo 
 Rhythm 



 Dynamics – loud and quiet 
 Texture – thick and thin 
 Timbre 
 Structure 

 
 
 

 


