
The Academic Curriculum 

The intent of our academic curriculum is to deliver Powerful Knowledge to our students. At Creative Education Trust this is 

not contextualised as ‘the knowledge of the powerful’, but specialised knowledge in a range of subject disciplines. This will 

include both disciplinary knowledge and substantive knowledge within each area of study. This curriculum is not only 

designed to endow children with the social assets, skills and cultural capital needed to succeed and achieve, but also to instil 

in our children the power and confidence to question, synthesise and scrutinise in a range of disciplines, a variety of social 

contexts and in their own lives. Beyond a range of academic qualifications, the intended impact of this curriculum is for our 

students to be able to integrate into any social, academic or professional environment, as well as to question, instigate change or 

lead within those environments. 

Below you will find a detailed overview of what Year 8 students are learning in each of their subjects in Half Term 3 and 4 (January 

 

Year 8 Curriculum – Spring Term 2021-22 - To support parents and students 

Subject Spring Term Topics 

English 

 

Half Term 3 Theme: Romeo and Juliet 

Students are learning to explore character, plot and theme to understand how meaning is crafted in a Shakespeare text. 
 

They are exploring Shakespearean texts to understand: 
 

• Elizabethan attitudes 

• The Globe Theatre 

• Stage crafting 

• Character 

• Structure 

• Plot 

• Setting, tone and atmosphere 

• Dialogue 
 
Half Term 4 Theme: World War 1 Poetry 

 
Students are learning to explore and analyse a range of poetry from World War 1, looking at: 
 

• Poetic devices 

• Poetic styles 



• Propaganda 
• Genre 
• Audience 
• Purpose 
• The use of language for effect 

Maths 

 
Students are learning to be able to apply their mathematical knowledge to a range of contexts. Specifically, students will have an in depth 
understanding of ratio and proportion and how that links to wider context, they will also look at representing and interpreting data. 
   
Ratio & Proportion: 

• Direct proportion 
• Similar triangles 
• Scale factors 

 
Representing and Interpreting Data 

• Scatter diagrams 
• Types of data 
• Frequency tables 
• Two-way tables 

 
The Data Handling Cycle 

• Pictograms 
• Bar charts 
• Pie charts 
• Line graphs 
• Compare distributions 

 
 

Science 

 
Biology: Respiration and photosynthesis  
Students will learn that respiration is a series of chemical reactions, in cells, that breaks down glucose to provide energy and form new 
molecules. Most living things use aerobic respiration but switch to anaerobic respiration, which provides less energy, when oxygen is 
unavailable. Yeast fermentation is used in brewing and bread making.  
Plants and algae do not eat, but use energy from light, together with carbon dioxide and water to make glucose (food) through 
photosynthesis. They either use the glucose as an energy source, to build new tissue, or store it for later use. Plants have specially 
adapted organs that allow them to obtain resources needed for photosynthesis. Iodine is used to test for the presence of starch.  
 
Chemistry: Periodic table and Elements  



Students will learn how the elements in a group all react in a similar way and sometimes show a pattern in reactivity. As you go down a 
group and across a period the elements show patterns in physical properties. Metals are generally found on the left side of the table, non-
metals on the right. Group 1 contains reactive metals called alkali metals. Group 7 contains non-metals called halogens. Group 0 
contains unreactive gases called noble gases.  
Most substances are not pure elements, but compounds or mixtures containing atoms of different elements. They have different 
properties to the elements they contain.  
Particle diagrams are used to classify a substance as an element, mixture or compound and as molecules or atoms. Naming rules for 
simple compounds: change non-metal to –ide; mono, di, tri prefixes; and symbols of hydroxide, nitrate, sulphate and carbonate. The 
symbols of hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, carbon, hydrogen, iron, zinc, copper, sulphur, aluminium, iodine, bromine, chlorine, sodium, 
potassium and magnesium.  
 
Physics: PD and Current Magnetism and Electromagnetism  
Students will learn how we can model voltage as an electrical push from the battery, or the amount of energy per unit of charge 
transferred through the electrical pathway. In a series circuit, voltage is shared between each component. In a parallel circuit, voltage is 
the same across each loop. Components with resistance reduce the current flowing and shift energy to the surroundings. Calculate 
resistance using the formula: resistance (Ω) = potential difference (V) ÷ current (A).  
Current is a movement of electrons and is the same everywhere in a series circuit. Current divides between loops in a parallel circuit, 
combines when loops meet, lights up bulbs and makes components work. Around a charged object, the electric field affects other 
charged objects, causing them to be attracted or repelled. The field strength decreases with distance. Two similarly charged objects 
repel.  
An electromagnet uses the principle that a current through a wire causes a magnetic field. Its strength depends on the current, the core 
and the number of coils in the solenoid. The magnetic field of an electromagnet decreases in strength with distance.  
Magnetic materials, electromagnets and the Earth create magnetic fields which can be described by  
drawing field lines to show the strength and direction. The stronger the magnet, and the smaller the distance from it, the greater the force 
a magnetic object in the field experiences. Two ‘like’ magnetic poles repel and two ‘unlike’ magnetic poles attract. Field lines flow from the 
north-seeking pole to the south-seeking pole.  

History 

 
Students will learn to understand the significance of developments in Industrial Britain, Europe and the wider world 1750-1901. 
 
This includes: 

• Sense of period - Industrial Britain. 

• Substantive concepts – slavery, empire, industrialisation  

• Disciplinary concept – significance. 

• Diversity – Britain's role in shaping world history and being shaped by. Legacy of Empire, colonialism and slavery.  

• Relationship between British Empire and Slavery – emergence of slave trade (option to include role in growth of cities) 

• Triangular slave trade - African slave trade, middle passage, plantations, slave auctions. 

• Abolition of slavery - role of key individuals (e.g. Wilberforce, Clarke and Equiano) 

• Growth of British Empire - causes, benefits, purpose, evaluation of significance 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 

 
Half Term 3:  
Students are learning to understand how coastal landscapes are formed.   
 
This includes: 

1. Coastal processes – erosion, transportation and deposition 
2. Coastal landforms – Headland/bay, cave/arch/stack/stump 
3. Coastal management strategies (hard and soft engineering) 

 
 
Half Term 4: 
Students are considering the issues surrounding the world’s growing population. 
 
This includes: 
1. Causes of global population increase. 
2. Analysis of population pyramids, using them to explain how a population will change in the future. 
3. Describe how a named country has used a population policy and evaluate the impacts that it had. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

French 

 
Theme: Leisure Time 
 
Students are learning to be able to express their opinions of TV and digital technology and further develop their transactional language in 
the context of arranging to go out. They will be able to use three tenses together. Pupils will be able to demonstrate an awareness of 
leisure activities in different Francophone countries. 
 
This will include: 
 
Singular and plural adjectives agreement  
Forming and answering a range of questions 
More negative structures  
Spotting synonyms 
Recognising perfect tense ‘signposts’ in a text 

Using three tenses when speaking 
Using key irregular verbs – prendre and lire 
 

 
 
IT/Computer 

Science 

 
Half Term 3: Graphics 
 
Students are learning about different types of graphics and their purposes. 



 
Specifically, students will: 
 

• Be able to recognise the difference between a Vector and a Bitmap graphic. 

• Be able to identify file types and formats. 

• Be able to appropriately format a digital graphic. 

• Be able to recognise key tools and techniques for creating a digital graphic. 
 
Half Term 4: Block-Based Programming 
 
Students are learning about Computational Thinking, Block Based Programming, Representation and Binary 
 
Specifically, students will: 
 

• Be able to think algorithmically.  

• Be able to understand decomposition and abstraction. 

• Be able to convert binary.  

• Be able to convert between hexadecimal and denary. 

• Be able to add 2 8-bit numbers.  

Art 

 
Theme: Still Life ‘Natural Forms’ 
 
Artists 
 
Students will: 
 

• Make contextual and contemporary connections and through artist research. 

• Develop descriptive and analytical language both written and visual 
 
Negative/Positive Space/Design 
 
Students will: 
 

• understand positive and negative space in order to extract and simplify information from observational studies for design 
development and experimentation. 

• understand the pattern between shapes in the observational drawings and identify family of shapes through material manipulation 
and processes informed by their self-chosen artist from the list and can link this to the Key Concepts 

 
 



DT 

Throughout Year 8 students will be introduced to five core topics which embed the ethos of the design and technology curriculum. By 

understanding the five core topics it will embed initial learning which will support pupils in year 9 and support their journey if they move on 

to the subject at KS4. 

Year 8 – Working with timbers Year 8 – Graphic design Year 8 – Food and nutrition 

Students will build on their understanding 
of different materials to create a mobile 
phone holder that can light up when a 
phone is place on it.  
 
During this project, students will look at the 
use of different joints in woodwork, 
adhesives, and learn how to use a range of 
woodworking tools in a safe and suitable 
manner. 

With a focus on analysing current products 
and customer research, students in year 8 
will design, create, and evaluate their own 
packaging for a new fragrance. 
 
Students will have an opportunity to work 
with 2D design software and consider the 
impact on the environment of different 
types of packaging, including laminated 
card and plastics, and how this can be 
created more sustainably with alternatives 
such as card. 

Understanding the dietary needs of a wide 
variety of cultures is at the heart of what 
students learn in food and nutrition in year 
8. Building on their experience in the 
kitchens, students will work to a brief in 
suggesting suitable alternatives to different 
ingredients for different needs.  
 
Students are introduced to food testing, the 
concepts of science in food and nutrition, 
and working to a brief, supporting their 
transition to later KS3 and beyond. 

 

Design principles: Be able to research and explore, identify user needs, design problems. Develop a specification that responds to a 
situation. Use a variety of approaches generate ideas. Develop and communicate design ideas through a series of outcomes  
 
Making principles: Select from and use specialist tools, techniques, processes, equipment, and machinery precisely, including 
computer-aided manufacture. Select from and use a wider, more complex range of materials, components, and ingredients, considering 
their properties. 
  
Technical principles: Be able to make the appropriate selection of materials and ingredients. Understanding of temperatures. The 
construction of 2D/3D models. 
 
Sustainability and environment: The 6 R’s. Primary, secondary, and tertiary recycling. The product lifecycle. Upcycling. Renewable 
energy sources. Fair trade and organic produce. 
 
Analysis and evaluation: Analyse the work of past and present professionals and others to develop and broaden their understanding. 
Introduction to new and emerging technologies. Opportunity to product test and evaluate. The impact of DT. 

 
RE 

 
Students are considering: ‘Is death the end?’ 
 
Students will explore a variety of religious and secular ideas about what happens when we die and whether death is the end. Students 

will consider whether beliefs about the afterlife influence the way people live their lives. By the end of this phase of the religious studies 

journey students will have a firm understanding of what death means for some people across the world and why it is a significant part of a 

person’s life. This particular unit builds on this sensitive topic touched on in HT1 and also brings in ideas of spirituality and how to live a 



good life that was introduced in year 7. The notion of death is one that affects everyone and is an issue which students will encounter 

within their lives if they have not done so already. It is key to allow students to understand why death may not seem to be the end for 

some people but why for others it is. They are given a comfortable low threat environment in which to ask questions and discuss any 

experiences that they think may be valuable to this course of study and to the student’s wider experience. Students will take away 

information which allows them to question different views on the afterlife but also a lifelong skill of being able to ask questions and 

discuss sensitive topics. 

 

PE 

 
Students are learning to develop a broader range of skills and techniques within their sports. They will start to show a deeper 

understanding of rules and start to apply tactics in games situations. Students are learning to develop an understanding of regulations 

within sports. Students are learning to lead skills sessions to a small group. 

 

Students will learn:  

 

Badminton 

 Footwork/stance, grip, Shuttle control, Sending/Receiving – forehand/backhand Clear, Drop shot and Service action.   

 

Handball 

Overarm/underarm/jump shot, pivot plays, attack, defence 

 

Football 

Jockeying, marking, corners, throw-ins, attacking, defending 

 

Fitness 

 Agility, cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, speed, power, flexibility, strength, balance, reaction time, coordination. 

 
 
 
 

Performing 
Arts 

 

Dance 
 
Students will study the history of Capoeira  
 
Students will learn:  
 

• The key facts  

• The key characteristics and movements 

• Be able to explore key movements with a partner  
 
Students will learn  

• The key characteristics of Musical Theatre  
• Learn and create key motifs from a musical 



• Explore the process of choreography including Motif development/ structure and devices  

 
Drama: 

• Students will learn the skills and techniques and begin to combine these together to create a piece of Drama. 

• Students will consider how to develop their vocal and physical performance skills and theatre techniques 
(levels/proxemics/transitions/status) 

• Students will learn how the historical context affects the application and appreciation of the key features of a play and putting on a 

show. 

• Students will explore extracts from Too Much Punch For Judy and develop skills in analysing and interpreting character.  

 

 
Music: 
 
Students are learning to develop their instrumental skills through the topic of Film Music: 

• Posture 

• Instrumental techniques 

• Dynamic control 

• Exploration of timbre 

• Tempo 
 
Students are developing their skills in simple notation: 

• Apply a form of notation as appropriate  
 
Students will increase their experience of a solo and ensemble performance within the classroom setting. 
 
Students will be exposed to variety of examples of music. 
 

 


